
the stanford prison experiment
commonlit answers key
the stanford prison experiment commonlit answers key is a sought-after
resource for students and educators exploring the psychological study
conducted by Philip Zimbardo in 1971. This article provides a comprehensive
guide to understanding the key concepts, questions, and answers related to
the Stanford Prison Experiment as presented in CommonLit educational
materials. The experiment’s exploration of human behavior under simulated
prison conditions has profound implications for psychology, ethics, and
social dynamics. This discussion will cover the background of the experiment,
its methodology, ethical concerns, and the significance of the CommonLit
answer key in facilitating educational comprehension. Readers will gain
clarity on the most frequently asked questions and the rationale behind the
correct answers, enhancing their grasp of this pivotal psychological study.

Overview of the Stanford Prison Experiment

CommonLit and Its Role in Educational Resources

Detailed Analysis of CommonLit Questions and Answers

Ethical Considerations Highlighted in the Experiment

Impact and Lessons from the Stanford Prison Experiment

Overview of the Stanford Prison Experiment
The Stanford Prison Experiment (SPE) was a landmark social psychology study
conducted by Philip Zimbardo at Stanford University in 1971. It aimed to
investigate how situational dynamics influence human behavior, particularly
in a prison-like environment. Volunteers were randomly assigned roles as
either guards or prisoners, and the study was set in a mock prison
constructed in the university basement. The experiment was originally planned
to last two weeks, but it was terminated after only six days due to extreme
psychological distress and unethical behavior exhibited by participants.

Purpose and Hypothesis
The main hypothesis of the Stanford Prison Experiment was that the
environment and assigned social roles significantly affect individuals’
behavior, potentially overriding personal morals and personality traits. The
study sought to demonstrate how ordinary people could engage in abusive



actions when placed in positions of power within a structured system such as
a prison.

Key Findings
The experiment revealed alarming results: the "guards" quickly adopted
authoritarian behaviors, while the "prisoners" showed signs of severe
emotional distress and submission. These findings underscored the power of
situational factors and systemic influences in shaping human conduct,
challenging assumptions about inherent personality traits.

CommonLit and Its Role in Educational Resources
CommonLit is an educational platform offering free reading materials and
teaching resources designed to improve literacy and comprehension skills. The
platform includes texts on historical events, scientific studies, and social
issues, often accompanied by questions to test understanding and critical
thinking. The Stanford Prison Experiment is featured prominently due to its
relevance in psychology and ethics curricula.

Purpose of the CommonLit Answer Key
The CommonLit answers key provides educators and students with accurate,
well-explained solutions to the questions accompanying the Stanford Prison
Experiment text. This key ensures that learners can verify their
understanding, clarify misconceptions, and engage deeper with the material.
It is particularly helpful for complex topics where nuanced interpretation is
necessary.

Types of Questions Included
Questions related to the Stanford Prison Experiment on CommonLit typically
cover:

Comprehension of the experiment’s setup and procedures

Analysis of participant behavior and results

Identification of ethical issues and controversies

Reflection on the experiment’s implications for psychology and society



Detailed Analysis of CommonLit Questions and
Answers
Understanding the answers provided in the CommonLit key requires a detailed
examination of the questions posed about the Stanford Prison Experiment.
These questions often require critical thinking and synthesis of information
presented in the text.

Sample Question: What was the main objective of the
Stanford Prison Experiment?
The answer highlights that the primary objective was to explore how assigned
roles and environmental factors can influence individual behavior,
particularly in a prison setting. The experiment intended to observe the
psychological effects of perceived power and authority.

Sample Question: Why was the experiment terminated
early?
The CommonLit answer key explains that the experiment was ended prematurely
due to the emergence of abusive behavior by the guards and severe emotional
distress experienced by the prisoners. This raised serious ethical concerns
and demonstrated the potential harm caused by the experimental conditions.

Sample Question: What ethical violations were
identified in the Stanford Prison Experiment?
The key identifies several ethical issues, including lack of informed consent
regarding the extent of psychological harm, inadequate protection of
participants’ welfare, and the failure to intervene promptly when distress
became apparent. These violations contributed to the experiment’s
controversial legacy.

Ethical Considerations Highlighted in the
Experiment
The Stanford Prison Experiment is often cited in discussions of research
ethics due to the significant psychological harm participants endured. This
section explores the ethical framework surrounding the study and how it has
influenced modern research protocols.



Informed Consent and Participant Welfare
One of the main criticisms of the experiment was the insufficient informed
consent process. Participants were not fully aware of the potential risks,
and the research team did not adequately safeguard their mental health
throughout the study.

Researcher Responsibility and Intervention
Another ethical concern was the delayed intervention by researchers despite
escalating abuse and distress. This raises questions about the responsibility
of researchers to protect participants and the limits of observational
research.

Impact on Institutional Review Boards (IRBs)
The ethical challenges of the Stanford Prison Experiment contributed to the
strengthening of Institutional Review Boards, which now rigorously evaluate
studies involving human subjects to ensure ethical standards and minimize
harm.

Impact and Lessons from the Stanford Prison
Experiment
The legacy of the Stanford Prison Experiment extends beyond psychology into
broader societal and ethical discussions. Its findings and controversies
continue to inform research practices and understanding of human behavior.

Influence on Psychology and Social Science
The experiment provided critical insights into the power of situational
factors over individual disposition, influencing theories related to
conformity, obedience, and authority. It remains a foundational case study in
social psychology education.

Lessons for Ethical Research
One of the enduring lessons from the Stanford Prison Experiment is the
necessity of ethical oversight in research. The experiment’s outcomes led to
the establishment of more stringent guidelines to protect participants in
psychological studies.



Broader Societal Implications
The study also sparked conversations about the nature of power and authority
in real-world institutions such as prisons, the military, and law
enforcement. It highlights the potential for systemic abuse and the
importance of accountability mechanisms.

Understand the experimental design and roles assigned in the Stanford1.
Prison Experiment.

Recognize common ethical issues raised by the study and their impact on2.
research standards.

Apply the CommonLit answers key to deepen comprehension of the3.
experiment’s findings.

Reflect on the psychological and societal implications of the4.
experiment’s results.

Use the knowledge to critically evaluate power dynamics in institutional5.
settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Stanford Prison Experiment CommonLit
answers key?
The Stanford Prison Experiment CommonLit answers key is a guide that provides
correct responses to the comprehension and analysis questions related to the
Stanford Prison Experiment article on the CommonLit platform.

Why do students search for the Stanford Prison
Experiment CommonLit answers key?
Students often look for the answers key to help them understand the complex
psychological concepts and ethical issues presented in the Stanford Prison
Experiment article, as well as to complete their assignments accurately.

Is it ethical to use the Stanford Prison Experiment
CommonLit answers key for homework?
Using the answers key as a study aid is acceptable, but relying on it to copy
answers without understanding the material is discouraged because it
undermines learning and academic integrity.



What are the main themes discussed in the Stanford
Prison Experiment CommonLit article?
The main themes include the power of situational forces, the psychological
effects of perceived power and authority, ethical concerns in psychological
research, and the behavior of individuals in prison-like environments.

How does the Stanford Prison Experiment illustrate
the concept of situational vs. dispositional
behavior?
The experiment demonstrates that situational factors, such as assigned roles
and environment, can heavily influence individuals’ behavior, often more than
their personal traits or dispositions.

What ethical issues are highlighted in the Stanford
Prison Experiment CommonLit article?
The article highlights ethical issues such as lack of informed consent
regarding the extent of the experiment, psychological harm to participants,
and the absence of adequate safeguards to protect participants from distress.

How can teachers use the Stanford Prison Experiment
CommonLit answers key effectively?
Teachers can use the answers key to facilitate discussions, ensure accurate
grading, and help students grasp challenging concepts by providing clear
explanations and promoting critical thinking.

What psychological principles can be learned from
the Stanford Prison Experiment CommonLit article?
Students can learn about conformity, obedience to authority, deindividuation,
the impact of power dynamics, and the ethical considerations in psychological
experiments.

Where can students find the official Stanford Prison
Experiment CommonLit answers key?
The official answers key is typically available to educators through the
CommonLit platform; students should consult their teachers or use authorized
resources for assistance.

How does understanding the Stanford Prison



Experiment help in real-world contexts?
Understanding the experiment helps explain behaviors in prisons, workplaces,
and other hierarchical systems, highlighting the importance of ethical
standards and awareness of situational influences on behavior.

Additional Resources
1. The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil
This book by Philip Zimbardo, the psychologist who led the Stanford Prison
Experiment, explores the psychological mechanisms that lead individuals to
commit evil acts. It provides an in-depth analysis of the experiment and
discusses broader implications for understanding human behavior in situations
of power and authority. The book combines scientific research with real-world
examples to explain how situational forces can influence morality.

2. Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View
Written by Stanley Milgram, this book details another famous psychological
study related to authority and obedience. It complements the Stanford Prison
Experiment by showing how ordinary people can follow orders that conflict
with their personal conscience. The book provides insights into the dynamics
of power, authority, and ethical decision-making.

3. Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram
Psychology Experiments
This book by Gina Perry revisits Milgram’s obedience experiments, providing
new perspectives and critiques. It sheds light on the human stories behind
the experiments and discusses ethical concerns, paralleling debates about the
Stanford Prison Experiment. The narrative offers a critical look at
psychological research methods and their impact.

4. Prisoner and Guard: The Psychology of Power and Control
Focusing on the dynamics observed in the Stanford Prison Experiment, this
book examines how power roles affect behavior and identity. It discusses the
psychological effects on both prisoners and guards, emphasizing the
transformation that can occur in controlled environments. The book is
valuable for understanding institutional power and human responses to it.

5. Power and Persuasion in Social Psychology
This text explores various social psychology theories related to influence,
power, and persuasion, with references to experiments like the Stanford
Prison Experiment. It explains how social roles and group dynamics shape
behavior and decision-making. The book provides a theoretical framework for
understanding authority and conformity.

6. The Social Psychology of Good and Evil
Edited by Arthur G. Miller, this collection of essays addresses the
psychological underpinnings of moral behavior, including studies on obedience
and power abuse. The Stanford Prison Experiment is discussed as a key example
of how situational factors can lead to harmful actions. The book offers a



balanced view on human nature’s capacity for kindness and cruelty.

7. Ethics in Psychological Research: Lessons from Controversial Studies
This book reviews ethical issues raised by landmark studies such as the
Stanford Prison Experiment and Milgram’s obedience research. It discusses the
evolution of ethical standards in psychological research and the importance
of protecting participants. The text is essential for understanding the
responsibilities of researchers in human studies.

8. Situational Power and Human Behavior
Examining the role of situational variables in shaping behavior, this book
draws heavily on findings from the Stanford Prison Experiment. It analyzes
how environments and assigned roles can override individual personality
traits. The work is useful for students and professionals interested in
social psychology and behavioral science.

9. Deindividuation and Group Behavior: Insights from the Stanford Prison
Experiment
This book focuses on the concept of deindividuation, where individuals lose
self-awareness in groups, often leading to antisocial behavior. Using the
Stanford Prison Experiment as a case study, it explains how anonymity and
group identity influence actions. The book provides practical examples and
theoretical explanations relevant to social psychology.
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