
the story of joan of arc

the story of joan of arc is one of the most remarkable and inspirational tales from medieval history. It
chronicles the life of a young peasant girl who rose to become a national heroine of France and a Catholic
saint. Her extraordinary journey from a humble village to leading armies in the Hundred Years’ War
against England has captivated historians and readers alike. This article delves into the key events of Joan’s
life, her divine visions, military achievements, trial, and legacy. By exploring the historical context and
significance of her actions, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the story of Joan of Arc and
her lasting impact on French history and culture. The following sections will guide through an overview
of her early life, her role in the war, her capture and trial, and the enduring influence she holds today.
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Early Life and Divine Visions
The story of Joan of Arc begins in Domrémy, a small village in northeastern France, where she was born
around 1412. As a peasant girl, Joan lived a simple life until she began experiencing religious visions at
about the age of thirteen. These visions, which she claimed were messages from saints such as Saint
Michael, Saint Catherine, and Saint Margaret, called her to support Charles VII and help drive the English
out of France. The divine nature of these visions played a critical role in her motivation and the legitimacy
she gained among her followers. Joan’s deep faith and conviction fueled her determination to take on a role
that was vastly unconventional for a young woman of her time.

Background and Family
Joan was born to Jacques d’Arc and Isabelle Romée, a modest farming family. Her upbringing in a rural,
devoutly Catholic environment influenced her spiritual experiences. The political turmoil of the Hundred
Years’ War and the occupation of parts of France by English forces shaped the environment in which
Joan’s visions emerged. Despite her low social status, she developed a strong sense of patriotism and a desire



to see her country freed from foreign control.

The Divine Call
According to Joan, the saints appeared to her multiple times, instructing her to support Charles VII and
recover France from English domination. These revelations were not only spiritual but also practical, as
Joan claimed guidance in military matters and strategy. Her insistence on a divine mission helped convince
skeptical nobles and clergy to back her cause. This spiritual calling set the foundation for her later actions
and the extraordinary chapter of the story of Joan of Arc.

Joan of Arc’s Role in the Hundred Years’ War
The story of Joan of Arc is deeply intertwined with the events of the Hundred Years’ War, a protracted
conflict between France and England. Joan’s involvement marked a turning point in the war, particularly
in lifting the siege of Orléans and boosting French morale. Her leadership and strategic insight were pivotal
in several key battles, earning her recognition as a military figure despite her youth and gender.

Meeting Charles VII
In 1429, Joan convinced Charles VII to grant her an army to relieve the besieged city of Orléans. This
meeting was significant because Charles was hesitant to trust a peasant girl claiming divine guidance.
However, her confidence and determination persuaded him to allow her to accompany the troops. Her
presence alone inspired the French soldiers and changed the dynamics of the conflict.

The Siege of Orléans
Joan’s most famous military achievement was the successful lifting of the siege of Orléans in May 1429. The
city had been under English siege for months, and its fall seemed imminent. Joan’s leadership revitalized
the defenders, leading to a decisive French victory. This triumph was a major turning point in the war,
shifting momentum in favor of the French and strengthening Charles VII’s claim to the throne.

Coronation of Charles VII
Following the victory at Orléans, Joan of Arc accompanied Charles VII to Reims, where he was crowned
king in July 1429. This event fulfilled part of her divine mission and symbolized the legitimacy of his
reign. The coronation boosted French national pride and further undermined English authority in France.



Capture, Trial, and Execution
The story of Joan of Arc took a tragic turn after her capture by Burgundian forces allied with the English
in 1430. Her subsequent trial and execution highlight the political and religious complexities of the time.
The charges against her, including heresy and witchcraft, reflected the efforts to discredit her and the
threat she posed to English interests.

Capture and Imprisonment
Joan was captured during a military operation near Compiègne and handed over to the English. She was
imprisoned and subjected to intense interrogation. Despite harsh conditions, she remained steadfast in her
beliefs and refused to renounce her visions or allegiance to Charles VII.

Trial for Heresy
The trial began in 1431 under the authority of pro-English church officials. It was politically motivated,
designed to undermine Joan’s influence and invalidate Charles VII’s legitimacy. The charges ranged from
dressing as a man to claims of witchcraft. Joan’s defense was remarkable for its intelligence and composure,
but the court was determined to convict her.

Execution by Burning
Joan of Arc was found guilty and sentenced to death. On May 30, 1431, at the age of 19, she was burned at
the stake in Rouen. Her execution was intended to serve as a warning to others who might challenge
English authority or the church’s power. However, it also immortalized her as a martyr and symbol of
French resistance.

Posthumous Rehabilitation and Canonization
Years after her death, the story of Joan of Arc underwent significant reevaluation. Efforts to clear her
name and recognize her contributions culminated in her canonization as a saint. This posthumous
rehabilitation shifted public perception and established Joan as a lasting icon of faith and patriotism.

Retrial and Vindication
In 1456, a retrial authorized by Pope Callixtus III reviewed the original verdict. This trial declared Joan
innocent, acknowledging the injustices of her earlier prosecution. It restored her reputation and allowed
France to honor her memory officially.



Canonization as a Saint
Joan was canonized by Pope Benedict XV in 1920, nearly five centuries after her death. Her sainthood
recognized her spiritual devotion and heroic sacrifice. As a saint, Joan of Arc became a symbol of courage,
faith, and national identity for Catholics and French citizens worldwide.

Legacy and Cultural Impact
The story of Joan of Arc continues to inspire art, literature, and popular culture. Her life and deeds have
been commemorated in numerous ways, reflecting her enduring significance. Joan remains a powerful
emblem of resistance against oppression and the triumph of faith and determination.

Influence on French Nationalism
Joan of Arc’s role in French history has made her a potent symbol of national unity and pride. During times
of conflict and political upheaval, her image has been invoked to rally support and embody the spirit of
France. Monuments, festivals, and commemorations celebrate her contribution to the nation’s heritage.

Representation in Arts and Media
Joan’s story has inspired countless works, including plays, novels, films, and paintings. These portrayals
explore her complex character, her divine mission, and the dramatic events of her life. The fascination
with Joan of Arc’s story continues to captivate audiences globally.

Key Aspects of Joan of Arc’s Legacy

Symbol of courage and faith

Icon of female empowerment in a male-dominated era

Subject of religious veneration and sainthood

Inspiration for national identity and patriotism

Influence on military history and leadership



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Joan of Arc?
Joan of Arc was a French peasant girl who became a national heroine and military leader during the
Hundred Years' War, claiming to have received visions from saints instructing her to support Charles VII
and help drive the English out of France.

What visions did Joan of Arc claim to have?
Joan of Arc claimed to have visions and hear voices from saints such as Saint Michael, Saint Catherine, and
Saint Margaret, who instructed her to support Charles VII and lead the French army to victory.

How did Joan of Arc contribute to the Hundred Years' War?
Joan of Arc boosted French morale and played a key role in lifting the siege of Orléans in 1429, which was
a turning point in the Hundred Years' War, helping Charles VII to be crowned King of France.

What was Joan of Arc’s role in the coronation of Charles VII?
Joan of Arc escorted Charles VII to Reims Cathedral, where he was crowned king, fulfilling part of her
mission and solidifying his legitimacy as ruler of France.

Why was Joan of Arc captured and put on trial?
Joan of Arc was captured by the Burgundians, allies of the English, in 1430. She was handed over to the
English and put on trial for charges including heresy, witchcraft, and cross-dressing.

What were the charges against Joan of Arc during her trial?
Joan of Arc was charged with heresy, witchcraft, and wearing male military clothing, which was
considered inappropriate and against church law at the time.

What was the outcome of Joan of Arc’s trial?
Joan of Arc was found guilty of heresy and was burned at the stake in 1431 at the age of 19.

How did Joan of Arc become a saint?
Joan of Arc was canonized as a saint by the Roman Catholic Church in 1920, nearly 500 years after her
death, recognizing her bravery, faith, and role as a martyr.



What is the lasting legacy of Joan of Arc?
Joan of Arc is remembered as a symbol of courage, faith, and French nationalism. She remains an enduring
figure in history, literature, and popular culture.

How has Joan of Arc been portrayed in modern media?
Joan of Arc has been portrayed in numerous books, films, plays, and artworks, often emphasizing her role
as a heroic and spiritual leader who defied the odds to change the course of history.

Additional Resources
1. Joan of Arc: A History
This book provides a comprehensive historical account of Joan of Arc’s life, from her humble beginnings in
Domrémy to her role in the Hundred Years' War. It explores the political, social, and religious context of
15th-century France, shedding light on the challenges Joan faced. The author also examines her trial and
legacy, offering a balanced perspective grounded in historical evidence.

2. Joan of Arc: Maid, Myth, and Martyr
This biography delves into the life of Joan of Arc, separating the facts from the myths that have
surrounded her for centuries. It highlights her extraordinary rise as a young peasant girl who claimed
divine guidance and led French troops to key victories. The book also discusses her trial for heresy and her
enduring status as a symbol of courage and faith.

3. The Daughter of War: Joan of Arc and the Hundred Years' War
Focusing on the military and political dimensions of Joan’s story, this book examines her impact on the
Hundred Years' War between France and England. It provides detailed descriptions of key battles and
strategies, emphasizing Joan’s leadership and tactical insight. The narrative also portrays the tensions within
the French court and the larger geopolitical stakes of the era.

4. Joan of Arc: The Image of Female Heroism
This work analyzes how Joan of Arc has been portrayed in art, literature, and popular culture throughout
history. It considers how her image as a female warrior and saint has evolved and been used to inspire
different movements and ideologies. The book explores themes of gender, nationalism, and religious
devotion linked to Joan’s legacy.

5. In the Footsteps of Joan of Arc
A travelogue and historical exploration, this book takes readers on a journey through the places significant
to Joan of Arc’s life. From her hometown to battlefields and the site of her trial, the author offers vivid
descriptions and insights into the historical and cultural importance of each location. It’s an engaging blend
of history, biography, and travel writing.



6. Joan of Arc: Voices of the Past
This book compiles and analyzes primary sources related to Joan of Arc, including testimonies from her
trial, letters, and contemporary chronicles. By presenting these original documents, readers gain a firsthand
glimpse into how Joan was perceived by her contemporaries. The author provides context and
commentary to help interpret these historical voices.

7. The Trial of Joan of Arc
A focused study on the legal proceedings that led to Joan’s condemnation, this book explores the political
and religious motivations behind her trial. It details the charges against her, the court’s methods, and the
broader implications of her conviction. The narrative also reflects on the fairness of the trial and its place in
history.

8. Joan of Arc: Warrior Saint
This book presents Joan of Arc as both a devout Christian and a fearless warrior, highlighting how her faith
fueled her military campaigns. It explores the spiritual visions that inspired her mission and her role as a
unifying figure for the French people. The author also discusses Joan’s canonization and her significance as
a saint.

9. Joan of Arc: A Novel
A historical fiction that brings Joan of Arc’s story to life through vivid characterization and narrative
imagination. The novel captures her youthful determination, the struggles she faced, and the dramatic
events of her short life. While based on historical facts, the story emphasizes emotional depth and personal
insight into Joan’s character.
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