the story of ruby bridges by robert coles

the story of ruby bridges by robert coles is a profound narrative that chronicles the courageous
journey of Ruby Bridges, a young African American girl who became a pivotal figure in the American
civil rights movement. Written by Robert Coles, this story offers an insightful look into the challenges
and triumphs Ruby faced during the desegregation of public schools in the 1960s. The book not only
highlights Ruby’s personal bravery but also reflects the broader social and political tensions of the
era. Through vivid storytelling and empathetic perspectives, Robert Coles captures the emotional and
historical significance of Ruby’s experience. This article explores the background of the story, its key
themes, and the impact it has had on education and civil rights. Readers will gain an understanding of
how the story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles continues to inspire and educate generations. Below is
a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this article.
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Background and Historical Context

The story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles is set against the backdrop of the American civil rights
movement, particularly the struggle to desegregate public schools following the landmark Supreme
Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954). This ruling declared racial segregation in public
schools unconstitutional, paving the way for integration. However, the implementation of
desegregation faced fierce resistance, especially in Southern states like Louisiana, where Ruby
Bridges lived. Ruby was only six years old when she became the first African American child to attend
an all-white elementary school in New Orleans in 1960. This moment was a critical turning point in the
fight against institutionalized racism and segregation.

The Civil Rights Movement and School Integration

The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s aimed to dismantle legalized racial discrimination
across the United States. School integration was a central focus because education had long been
segregated, perpetuating inequality. Ruby Bridges’ enroliment at William Frantz Elementary School
symbolized a direct challenge to entrenched racial barriers. The intense opposition she faced revealed
the deep-seated societal tensions surrounding race and equality during this period.



Ruby Bridges’ Personal Background

Ruby Nell Bridges was born in 1954 in Tylertown, Mississippi, and later moved to New Orleans. Her
family valued education and equality, which played a vital role in her selection to integrate William
Frantz Elementary. Despite her young age, Ruby exhibited remarkable courage and resilience,
gualities that Robert Coles emphasizes in his narrative. Her story is a testament to individual bravery
amidst widespread social upheaval.

Summary of the Story

The story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles recounts the events following Ruby’s historic enroliment at
an all-white school. The narrative begins with Ruby’s preparation and the community’s reaction. As
she entered the school, Ruby was escorted by federal marshals due to threats and violent protests
from those opposed to integration. Inside the school, she faced isolation; many white parents pulled
their children out, and Ruby was often the only student in her classroom.

Daily Challenges and Experiences

Ruby’s daily school life was marked by loneliness and hostility. She was taught by Mrs. Henry, the
only teacher willing to educate her during this tumultuous time. Despite the adversity, Ruby
maintained her routine and continued attending school, demonstrating extraordinary perseverance.
Robert Coles captures these moments with sensitivity, highlighting Ruby’s innocence and strength.

The Role of Ruby’s Family and Supporters

Ruby’s parents played a crucial role in supporting her through this challenging experience. They
instilled confidence and resilience in Ruby, encouraging her to persevere despite the dangers.
Additionally, civil rights activists and federal authorities provided protection and advocacy,
underscoring the collective effort involved in the fight for desegregation.

Key Themes and Messages

The story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles conveys several powerful themes that resonate beyond its
historical context. These themes include courage, resilience, racial equality, and the transformative
power of education. Through Ruby’s story, readers gain insight into the human impact of systemic
racism and the importance of standing up for justice.

Courage in the Face of Adversity

Ruby’s bravery as a young child facing hostile crowds and social isolation serves as a central theme.
Her courage is emblematic of the strength required to challenge deeply ingrained societal prejudices.
Robert Coles portrays this theme with nuance, illustrating that courage can manifest in quiet,
steadfast actions.



The Importance of Education and Equality

The narrative underscores education as a fundamental right and a critical tool for social change.
Ruby’s attendance at an integrated school symbolizes hope for a more equitable future. The story
advocates for educational opportunities free from discrimination and emphasizes the role of schools in
fostering inclusivity and understanding.

Social Change and Community Impact

The story also explores the broader social implications of desegregation. It reveals both the resistance
to and the eventual acceptance of racial integration within communities. This theme highlights the
complexities of social change and the gradual process of achieving civil rights.

Robert Coles’ Approach and Writing Style

Robert Coles approaches the story of Ruby Bridges with a blend of historical detail and empathetic
narrative. As a psychiatrist and author, Coles brings a unique perspective that delves into the
emotional and psychological dimensions of Ruby’s experience. His writing style is accessible yet
profound, making the story suitable for readers of various ages.

Use of First-Person Accounts and Interviews

One hallmark of Coles’ approach is his inclusion of firsthand accounts, including interviews with Ruby
Bridges and her family. These personal insights enrich the narrative, providing depth and authenticity.
Coles’ method allows readers to connect emotionally with the individuals involved, enhancing the
story’s impact.

Balancing Historical Context with Personal Storytelling

Coles skillfully balances the broader historical context with the intimate details of Ruby’s journey. This
balance helps readers understand the significance of Ruby’s actions within the larger civil rights
movement while appreciating her individual courage. His narrative structure supports both
educational and emotional engagement.

Impact and Legacy of the Story

The story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles has had a lasting impact on literature, education, and civil
rights awareness. It remains a seminal work that highlights the challenges and progress of school
desegregation. Ruby Bridges herself has become a symbol of bravery and social justice, inspiring
countless individuals and movements.

Influence on Civil Rights Education

The book is widely used in schools to teach students about the civil rights era and the importance of
equality. Its accessible narrative helps younger audiences grasp complex issues of racism and social
change. The story promotes discussions about diversity, inclusion, and the ongoing struggle for civil
rights.



Ruby Bridges’ Continued Advocacy

Ruby Bridges has continued to advocate for tolerance and education throughout her life. Her public
appearances and initiatives emphasize the relevance of her story in contemporary society. The legacy
of her experience, as told by Robert Coles, extends beyond history books and into ongoing efforts for
social justice.

Educational Uses and Cultural Significance

The story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles holds significant educational and cultural value. It serves
as a teaching tool for lessons on history, social justice, and empathy. The narrative’s cultural
significance is reflected in its inclusion in curricula and its influence on arts and media.

Incorporation into School Curricula

Educators frequently use the story to introduce students to the civil rights movement and the concept
of desegregation. The book’s clear language and compelling story make it an effective resource for
elementary and middle school students. Classroom activities often include discussions, role-playing,
and writing assignments centered on Ruby’s experience.

Cultural Representations and Honors

The story has inspired various cultural representations, including plays, documentaries, and artwork.
Ruby Bridges’ image and story have been honored through awards and commemorations,
highlighting their importance in American history and culture. These representations continue to
engage new audiences and promote awareness of civil rights issues.

Key Educational Benefits

¢ Promotes understanding of racial history and social justice.
e Encourages empathy and emotional connection with historical figures.
e Supports critical thinking about societal change and individual responsibility.

* Provides a relatable narrative for young learners to engage with complex issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Story of Ruby Bridges' by
Robert Coles?

The central theme of 'The Story of Ruby Bridges' is racial integration and the courage of a young



African American girl who played a pivotal role in desegregating public schools in the American South.

Who is Ruby Bridges and why is her story significant?

Ruby Bridges was the first African American child to integrate an all-white elementary school in New
Orleans in 1960. Her story is significant because it highlights the challenges and bravery involved in
the Civil Rights Movement, particularly in education.

How does Robert Coles portray Ruby Bridges' experience in
the book?

Robert Coles portrays Ruby Bridges' experience through a compassionate and insightful narrative that
captures her bravery, the hostility she faced, and the support she received, emphasizing the
emotional and social impact of school desegregation.

What role do Ruby Bridges' parents play in the story?

Ruby Bridges' parents play a crucial role by supporting and encouraging her despite the threats and
difficulties they faced, demonstrating the importance of family strength and resilience during the Civil
Rights era.

How does 'The Story of Ruby Bridges' address the theme of
racism?

The book addresses racism by illustrating the hostile environment Ruby faced from segregationists,
the resistance of the community, and the broader societal challenges of racial discrimination during
the 1960s.

What lessons can readers learn from ‘The Story of Ruby
Bridges'?

Readers can learn about courage, resilience, the importance of standing up against injustice, and the
impact one individual can have in promoting equality and social change.

Additional Resources

1. The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles

This classic picture book tells the inspiring true story of Ruby Bridges, the first African American child
to integrate an all-white elementary school in the South. Written by Robert Coles, it captures Ruby’s
courage and the challenges she faced during the civil rights movement. The book is a powerful
introduction to themes of bravery, racism, and social change for young readers.

2. Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story by Ruby Bridges

In her own words, Ruby Bridges recounts her historic experience of attending an all-white school in
New Orleans as a six-year-old. This memoir offers a personal perspective on the struggles and
triumphs she encountered, highlighting the importance of courage and determination. It's an
empowering read that complements Robert Coles’ portrayal.



3. Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine

This beautifully illustrated book tells the story of Henry “Box” Brown, who mailed himself to freedom
in a wooden crate during slavery. Like Ruby Bridges’ story, it highlights themes of bravery and the
fight for civil rights. It's a compelling narrative of resilience and hope in the face of injustice.

4. Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan
Tonatiuh

This book tells the little-known story of Sylvia Mendez, who helped end school segregation in
California five years before Brown v. Board of Education. It parallels Ruby Bridges’ experience by
showing another child’s role in the fight against educational inequality. The vibrant illustrations and
historical context make it an engaging read.

5. Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to Become Malcolm X by llyasah Shabazz

This biography explores the childhood and early life of Malcolm X, a prominent figure in the civil rights
movement. It provides background on the social climate that shaped activists like Ruby Bridges. The
book is a valuable resource for understanding the broader struggle for racial justice.

6. March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine by Melba Pattillo Beals

Melba Pattillo Beals shares her story as one of the Little Rock Nine, the first African American students
to integrate Central High School in Arkansas. Her experiences echo Ruby Bridges’ courage in
confronting segregation and hostility. The book offers insight into the ongoing battle for civil rights in
education.

7. Let the Children March by Monica Clark-Robinson

This book tells the story of the children’s marches in Birmingham, Alabama, during the civil rights
movement. It highlights the bravery of young activists who stood up against segregation and
injustice, similar to Ruby Bridges’ role. The narrative and illustrations emphasize the power of youth in
social change.

8. Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-Ins by Carole Boston Weatherford

This book recounts the 1960 Greensboro sit-ins, a pivotal event in the civil rights movement where
African American students challenged segregation at lunch counters. It complements Ruby Bridges’
story by showcasing another form of peaceful protest against racial discrimination. The story is
inspiring and educational for young readers.

9. Coretta Scott: The Heart of the Civil Rights Movement by Nikkolas Smith

This biography highlights the life and contributions of Coretta Scott King, an influential civil rights
leader and advocate. It provides context for the movement that supported children like Ruby Bridges
in their fight for equality. The book is a tribute to the leaders who helped shape history.
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