the strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde
analysis

the strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis offers a profound exploration of duality,
morality, and Victorian society through Robert Louis Stevenson’s gothic novella. This literary work
delves into the complex nature of human identity by portraying the struggle between good and evil
within a single person. The narrative centers on Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist, and his
sinister alter ego, Mr. Edward Hyde, whose existence challenges conventional notions of self and
morality. This analysis examines the novella’s themes, characters, narrative structure, and
symbolism, providing insight into its enduring relevance and psychological depth. Additionally, the
discussion highlights Stevenson’s critique of societal norms and the Victorian obsession with
reputation. The following sections will guide readers through a detailed examination of these
elements, enriching the understanding of this classic text.

e Themes in The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
e Character Analysis

e Narrative Structure and Style

e Symbolism and Imagery

e Victorian Context and Social Critique

Themes in The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

The exploration of themes is central to the strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis, revealing
the novella’s multifaceted commentary on human nature and society. Stevenson uses the story to
investigate the duality of man, the conflict between good and evil, and the consequences of
repressing one’s darker impulses.

Duality of Human Nature

The novella vividly portrays the dual aspects of human identity through the characters of Jekyll and
Hyde. Dr. Jekyll represents the socially acceptable, moral self, while Mr. Hyde embodies the primal,
amoral side. This division suggests that every individual harbors both good and evil tendencies,
challenging the Victorian ideal of a unified, virtuous self.

The Struggle Between Good and Evil

Stevenson illustrates the internal battle between moral righteousness and base instincts. Jekyll’s
attempt to separate these forces through science results in disastrous consequences, emphasizing



the dangers of denying or attempting to control the darker aspects of the psyche.

Repression and Victorian Morality

The novella critiques the strict moral codes of Victorian society, which often led to repression of
desires and emotions. Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde symbolizes the release of suppressed urges
and the inevitable self-destruction that follows when such impulses are denied expression within
societal constraints.

Character Analysis

A thorough character analysis in the strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis reveals how
Stevenson constructs complex personalities to embody his thematic concerns. The characters
function symbolically as well as narratively, representing broader ideas about identity and morality.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Jekyll is a respected scientist and gentleman who embodies Victorian ideals of propriety and
rationality. However, his curiosity and desire to explore the darker side of his nature lead him to
create the alter ego Hyde. Jekyll’s character represents the conflict between societal expectations
and personal desires.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Hyde is the manifestation of Jekyll’s suppressed evil impulses. He is physically smaller and described
as deformed, symbolizing the unnaturalness of evil and the degradation it causes. Hyde’s actions are
violent and immoral, highlighting the consequences of unrestrained id-driven behavior.

Supporting Characters

Other characters, such as Mr. Utterson and Dr. Lanyon, serve as foils and narrative devices, helping
to unravel the mystery and provide contrasting perspectives on the events. Their reactions reflect
societal attitudes and contribute to the novella’s exploration of secrecy and reputation.

Narrative Structure and Style

The strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis also involves examining Stevenson’s narrative
techniques, which enhance the story’s suspense and thematic impact. The novella employs a
carefully constructed structure and distinctive style to engage readers and convey its messages.



Multiple Perspectives

Stevenson uses a frame narrative and multiple points of view, primarily through Mr. Utterson’s
perspective, to gradually reveal the truth about Jekyll and Hyde. This approach creates suspense and
allows readers to piece together the mystery alongside the characters.

Gothic Elements

The novella incorporates classic gothic tropes such as dark settings, mysterious events, and an
atmosphere of horror. These elements intensify the psychological tension and underscore the
themes of hidden evil and the uncanny.

Language and Tone

Stevenson’s language is formal and precise, reflecting the Victorian era’s literary style. The tone
shifts from rational and restrained to eerie and unsettling as the story progresses, mirroring the
transformation of Jekyll into Hyde and the unraveling of his identity.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism and imagery play crucial roles in the strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis,
enriching the narrative with deeper meanings and enhancing thematic resonance. Stevenson uses
visual and symbolic contrasts to highlight the novella’s central conflicts.

The Potion

The chemical potion that transforms Jekyll into Hyde symbolizes the duality of human nature and the
scientific attempt to manipulate identity. It also represents the dangers of unchecked
experimentation and the ethical dilemmas associated with scientific progress.

Urban Setting

The novella’s setting in London reflects the division between respectable society and the hidden,
darker underworld. The contrast between the respectable neighborhoods and the sinister, foggy
streets mirrors the duality of the characters and the theme of concealment.

Light and Darkness

Stevenson frequently uses imagery of light and darkness to symbolize good and evil. Scenes
involving Hyde are often shrouded in shadow or night, while Jekyll’s existence is associated with
daylight and clarity, emphasizing their symbolic opposition.



Victorian Context and Social Critique

The strange case of dr jekyll and mr hyde analysis must consider the Victorian context in which
Stevenson wrote, as the novella reflects and critiques contemporary social attitudes and anxieties.
This background is essential to understanding the text’s significance and impact.

Victorian Morality and Hypocrisy

The novella exposes the hypocrisy of Victorian society, which demanded outward respectability
while concealing moral transgressions. Jekyll’s double life illustrates the pressure to maintain a
public facade despite private desires and actions.

Scientific Advancement and Ethical Concerns

Stevenson'’s story engages with contemporary debates about science and morality. The character of
Jekyll embodies the era’s fascination with scientific progress, while the disastrous results of his
experiments warn against reckless pursuit of knowledge without ethical consideration.

Fear of Degeneration

The novella reflects Victorian fears about the degeneration of society and the individual. Hyde’s
deformity and barbaric behavior symbolize the potential decline of humanity if primal instincts are
left unchecked, reinforcing anxieties about social and moral decay.

Key Social Critiques Highlighted

e The repression of desires and its psychological consequences
e The conflict between individual identity and societal expectations
e The dangers of scientific experimentation without moral guidance

e The duality and complexity of human nature beyond simple good and evil

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'The Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The main theme of the novel is the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict between good and



evil that exists within every individual.

How does Robert Louis Stevenson portray the duality of man
in the story?

Stevenson uses the characters of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde to symbolize the two sides of human nature:
the respectable, moral self and the dark, primal self, showing how these aspects coexist and conflict
within one person.

What role does Victorian society play in the analysis of the
novel?

Victorian society's strict moral codes and repression are crucial to understanding the novel, as Dr
Jekyll's transformation into Mr Hyde represents the release of suppressed desires and the
consequences of societal hypocrisy.

How does the setting contribute to the overall mood of the
story?

The foggy, dark, and often gloomy London setting enhances the novel's eerie and suspenseful
atmosphere, reflecting the mysterious and sinister elements of Jekyll and Hyde's duality.

In what way does the narrative structure affect the reader's
understanding of the plot?

The novel's use of multiple narrators and the gradual revelation of information create suspense and
allow readers to piece together the mystery, deepening the impact of the story's climax.

What is the significance of Dr Jekyll's eventual downfall in the
analysis of the novel?

Dr Jekyll's downfall illustrates the dangers of unchecked ambition and the inability to control one's
darker impulses, serving as a moral lesson about the consequences of attempting to separate and
suppress parts of human nature.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Duality: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

This book delves into the theme of duality in Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novella. It examines
how the characters reflect the conflicting nature of humanity and the Victorian era’s struggle with
morality and identity. Through detailed analysis, the book highlights the psychological and social
implications of the split personality motif.

2. Victorian Gothic and the Psychology of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Focusing on the gothic elements, this title explores how Stevenson employs horror and suspense to
portray inner conflict. It discusses the influence of Victorian anxieties on the novella’s themes and



characters. The book also connects the story to contemporary psychological theories of the time.

3. The Science of Evil: Moral Ambiguity in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

This work investigates the ethical questions raised by the story, particularly the nature of good and
evil. It offers a philosophical perspective on Jekyll’s experiments and the consequences of separating
the self into two beings. Readers gain insight into the moral dilemmas faced by the protagonist and
society.

4. Identity and Repression in Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

An in-depth analysis of how repression and identity crises drive the narrative. The book explores the
psychological repression of desires and the societal pressures that shape Jekyll’s transformation. It
also discusses the novella’s commentary on human nature and self-control.

5. Symbolism and Imagery in The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

This title focuses on the rich symbolism used throughout the novella, such as the use of setting,
weather, and physical descriptions. It explains how these elements enhance the story’s themes of
duality and hidden evil. The analysis helps readers appreciate Stevenson'’s literary craftsmanship.

6. Gender and Power in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Examining the novella through a gender studies lens, this book discusses the roles of masculinity
and femininity in the story. It analyzes how power dynamics and societal expectations influence the
characters’ actions and transformations. The book provides a contemporary critique of Victorian
gender norms.

7. The Legacy of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in Modern Literature

This comprehensive study traces the influence of Stevenson’s work on later literature and popular
culture. It highlights adaptations and reinterpretations that explore similar themes of duality and
identity. Readers learn about the novella’s enduring impact and relevance.

8. Psychological Perspectives on The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Offering a clinical approach, this book applies modern psychological theories to understand the
characters’ behavior. It discusses dissociative identity disorder, repression, and the unconscious
mind in relation to the story. The analysis bridges literature and psychology for deeper
understanding.

9. Ethics and Science in Victorian Fiction: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

This book situates the novella within the context of Victorian scientific advancements and ethical
debates. It explores how Stevenson critiques the limits and dangers of scientific experimentation.
The discussion includes the tension between progress and moral responsibility in the era’s
literature.
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