the tenth man graham greene

the tenth man graham greene is a notable novella written by the renowned British author
Graham Greene. Known for his intricate plots and deep psychological insights, Greene explores
themes of morality, survival, and human nature in this compelling narrative. Set during World War
II, "The Tenth Man" delves into the lives of prisoners of war and the difficult choices they must make
under extreme circumstances. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the novella,
including its plot summary, characters, themes, and literary significance. Additionally, it examines
Graham Greene's writing style and the historical context surrounding the story. Readers will gain a
deeper understanding of why "The Tenth Man" remains a significant work in Greene's oeuvre and in
20th-century literature.
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Plot Summary of The Tenth Man

The tenth man graham greene crafted is a wartime novella that revolves around a group of French
prisoners held captive by the Germans during World War II. The narrative centers on the selection of
a “tenth man,” who is to be executed as a form of punishment or deterrence. The story’s protagonist,
Chavel, is a wealthy lawyer who initially volunteers to be the tenth man to save another prisoner.
However, he later escapes and returns in secret to confront the consequences of his actions. The
plot is tightly woven, emphasizing the tension between self-preservation and sacrifice.

Overview of Key Events

The novella opens with the German camp’s announcement that one prisoner out of every ten must
be executed. Chavel, understanding the gravity of the situation, offers to take the place of another
prisoner, demonstrating his initial moral courage. After the execution, Chavel escapes, but his return
to the camp causes complications, especially as the other prisoners and his loved ones believe him
dead. The story’s climax involves Chavel’s efforts to redeem himself and deal with the ethical
dilemmas posed by his escape and survival.



Setting and Structure

The story is set primarily in a German prisoner of war camp and later in occupied France, providing
a claustrophobic and oppressive atmosphere that heightens the emotional intensity. Greene employs
a linear narrative structure with occasional flashbacks to reveal character motivations and
background, enriching the plot’s complexity.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The tenth man graham greene developed features a small but impactful cast of characters, each
contributing to the novella’s exploration of human behavior under duress. These characters embody
various moral and psychological traits that drive the narrative forward.

Chavel

Chavel is the central figure in the novella, a man whose wealth and social status contrast sharply
with his vulnerable position as a prisoner. His decision to sacrifice himself initially, followed by his
escape and eventual return, underscores themes of honor, guilt, and redemption.

Michel

Michel is the prisoner whom Chavel saves by volunteering to be the tenth man. His role highlights
the randomness of fate and the complex dynamics between captors and captives in the camp.

Lucienne

Lucienne is Chavel’s fiancée, who believes him to be dead and later becomes entangled in the moral
complexities arising from his survival. Her character adds emotional depth and a humanizing
perspective to the story’s wartime setting.

Themes and Symbolism in The Tenth Man

The tenth man graham greene authored is rich with themes that explore the human condition in
extreme circumstances. The novella probes ethical questions and uses symbolism to enhance its
narrative impact.

Sacrifice and Survival

The tension between self-sacrifice and the instinct to survive is central to the story. Chavel’s initial
willingness to die contrasts with his later escape, prompting reflection on the nature of courage and
cowardice.



Identity and Redemption

Chavel’s journey is also one of self-discovery and redemption. His return to the camp and interaction
with others force him to confront his identity and the consequences of his choices.

Power and Oppression

The prisoner of war camp serves as a microcosm for the broader power dynamics present during
wartime. The arbitrary selection of the tenth man symbolizes the cruelty and dehumanization of war.

Symbolism in The Tenth Man

e The Number Ten: Represents fate, sacrifice, and the arbitrary nature of death in war.
e Chavel’s Escape: Symbolizes the struggle between morality and survival instinct.

e The Prison Camp: Acts as a symbol of confinement, both physical and psychological.

Graham Greene’s Writing Style and Techniques

The tenth man graham greene wrote exemplifies his characteristic style, blending suspenseful
storytelling with psychological depth. Greene’s prose is economical yet evocative, making the
novella engaging and thought-provoking.

Use of Suspense and Tension

Greene masterfully builds suspense through the unfolding events in the camp and the moral
dilemmas faced by the characters. The pacing keeps readers invested in the outcome while revealing
character motivations gradually.

Psychological Realism

The novella delves deeply into the psychological states of the characters, particularly Chavel.
Greene’s insights into fear, guilt, and courage add layers of complexity to the narrative.

Symbolic and Thematic Economy

Greene’s use of symbolism is subtle but effective, allowing readers to interpret themes on multiple
levels. The novella’s concise format ensures that every detail serves a purpose in advancing the story
or exploring its themes.



Historical Context and Background

The tenth man graham greene created is set against the backdrop of World War II, a period that
profoundly influenced his work. Understanding this context enriches the reading experience and
sheds light on the novella’s themes.

World War II and Prisoners of War

The story reflects the harsh realities faced by prisoners during the war, including the psychological
and physical suffering inflicted by captivity. Greene’s depiction is informed by historical events and
his own experiences as a wartime intelligence officer.

Graham Greene’s Biography and Influence

Greene’s personal involvement in World War II and his interest in moral ambiguity shaped his
writing. "The Tenth Man" embodies his concerns with ethical complexity and human frailty during
times of crisis.

Reception and Legacy of The Tenth Man

Since its publication, the tenth man graham greene authored has been praised for its compelling
narrative and moral depth. It holds a respected place in wartime literature and continues to be
studied for its thematic richness.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have lauded the novella for its tight plot, vivid characterization, and exploration of ethical
dilemmas. It is often highlighted as a significant contribution to Greene’s body of work and to the
genre of war fiction.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The story has inspired adaptations in film and theater, underscoring its enduring relevance. Its
examination of sacrifice and identity resonates with audiences beyond its historical setting.

Key Points on The Tenth Man’s Legacy

e Influential example of wartime literature
¢ Exploration of complex moral questions

¢ Continued relevance in discussions of ethics and survival



* Recognition as a classic Graham Greene work

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Tenth Man' by Graham
Greene?

The central theme of 'The Tenth Man' is sacrifice and redemption, exploring how a wealthy man
confronts his own mortality and moral values when he is taken hostage during World War II.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Tenth Man' and what is his
significance?

The protagonist is Chavel, a wealthy French lawyer who is captured by the Germans during World
War II. His significance lies in his moral struggle and transformation after negotiating his ransom
and later confronting issues of identity and sacrifice.

How does Graham Greene explore the concept of identity in
‘The Tenth Man'?

Greene explores identity through Chavel’s experiences, particularly when he assumes the identity of
a dead man to escape his past, raising questions about selfhood, responsibility, and the possibility of
change.

What historical context influences the plot of 'The Tenth
Man'?

The plot is influenced by World War II, specifically the German occupation of France, which creates
the circumstances for Chavel’s capture and the moral dilemmas he faces as a hostage.

How does 'The Tenth Man' address moral ambiguity?

The novel presents moral ambiguity through Chavel’s initial selfishness in paying his ransom and
abandoning others, contrasted with his later actions that reflect guilt, responsibility, and a desire for
redemption.

What role does sacrifice play in 'The Tenth Man'?

Sacrifice is a key motif, as Chavel ultimately makes profound personal sacrifices to atone for his past
decisions and to protect others, highlighting themes of honor and human dignity.



How does Graham Greene’s writing style contribute to the
mood of 'The Tenth Man'?

Greene’s concise and suspenseful writing style creates a tense and reflective mood, effectively
conveying the psychological complexity and moral tension faced by the characters.

Is 'The Tenth Man' based on true events or purely fictional?

‘The Tenth Man' is a work of fiction, but it is inspired by real historical events during World War II,
particularly the practice of taking hostages and negotiating ransoms under German occupation.

Additional Resources

1. The Quiet American by Graham Greene

This novel explores the complexities of political conflict in Vietnam through the eyes of a British
journalist. It delves into themes of innocence, betrayal, and moral ambiguity, much like "The Tenth
Man." Greene's sharp narrative captures the tension between personal ethics and political realities.

2. The Third Man by Graham Greene

Set in post-World War II Vienna, this story follows an American writer who investigates the
mysterious death of his friend. The novel shares Greene’s signature exploration of moral complexity,
loyalty, and the shadows of war, echoing the suspense and ethical dilemmas found in "The Tenth
Man."

3. The End of the Affair by Graham Greene

This poignant novel examines love, faith, and betrayal during wartime London. Its introspective style
and moral questioning resonate with the themes of personal sacrifice and human frailty present in
"The Tenth Man."

4. Journey Without Maps by Graham Greene

A non-fiction travelogue recounting Greene’s perilous journey through the interior of West Africa.
The book offers insights into human endurance and survival, themes that complement the tension
and existential stakes seen in "The Tenth Man."

5. Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Berniéres

Set during World War II on a Greek island, this novel explores love and war’s impact on ordinary
people. Its vivid portrayal of occupation and resistance parallels the wartime backdrop and moral
conflicts in "The Tenth Man."

6. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Narrated by Death, this novel tells the story of a young girl living in Nazi Germany who finds solace
in books. Like "The Tenth Man," it examines the human capacity for kindness and cruelty amidst the
horrors of war.

7. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller

A satirical and darkly humorous take on the absurdities of war, focusing on a World War II bomber
squadron. The novel’s exploration of moral ambiguity and survival under extreme conditions
complements the themes present in Greene’s work.



8. All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr

This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel follows a blind French girl and a German soldier whose paths
collide during World War II. The narrative’s focus on human resilience and the blurred lines between
enemies mirrors the emotional depth found in "The Tenth Man."

9. Schindler’s List by Thomas Keneally

A historical novel based on the true story of Oskar Schindler, who saved many Jews during the
Holocaust. The themes of courage, sacrifice, and the moral complexities of war are closely aligned
with those explored in "The Tenth Man."
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