
the treasure of lemon brown answer key

the treasure of lemon brown answer key provides essential guidance for understanding the themes,

characters, and plot of Walter Dean Myers’s short story "The Treasure of Lemon Brown." This answer

key serves as a valuable resource for educators and students alike, offering detailed explanations and

insights into the story’s elements. By exploring the significance of the treasure, analyzing key

characters, and interpreting the story’s messages, readers gain a comprehensive comprehension of

the narrative. This article covers the main components of the answer key, including plot summary,

character analysis, thematic exploration, and important quotes. Additionally, it highlights common

questions and answers related to the story to assist with study and discussion. The treasure of lemon

brown answer key is an indispensable tool for mastering this powerful literary work.
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Plot Summary of The Treasure of Lemon Brown

The treasure of lemon brown answer key begins with a concise plot summary that outlines the key

events in the story. The narrative follows Greg Ridley, a young boy who meets Lemon Brown, a

homeless man with a mysterious past. The story takes place in a rundown building where Greg seeks



shelter during a storm. Through their encounter, Greg learns about Lemon Brown’s treasure and the

significance it holds. The story unfolds as a lesson about value, legacy, and understanding others

beyond superficial appearances. The answer key highlights how the plot develops from conflict to

resolution, emphasizing the emotional growth of the protagonist.

Setting and Context

The story is set in an urban environment, specifically in a decaying apartment building that reflects the

hardships faced by the characters. The setting plays a crucial role in establishing the mood and

supporting the themes of poverty, struggle, and hidden worth. The answer key explains how the time

and place contribute to the story’s atmosphere and influence the characters’ experiences.

Key Plot Points

Greg Ridley’s frustration with his father’s warnings and his decision to explore the abandoned

building.

Greg’s encounter with Lemon Brown and the revelation of Lemon’s past as a blues musician.

The discovery of Lemon Brown’s “treasure,” which is not gold or jewels but sentimental items

connected to his late son.

The confrontation with thugs who threaten Lemon Brown, showcasing Greg’s bravery and

changing perspective.

The resolution where Greg gains a new understanding of what real treasure means.



Character Analysis

In the treasure of lemon brown answer key, character analysis is fundamental to grasping the story’s

deeper meanings. The answer key explores the complexities and development of the main characters,

particularly Greg Ridley and Lemon Brown. It explains their motivations, backgrounds, and

transformations throughout the narrative.

Greg Ridley

Greg is portrayed as a typical adolescent struggling with his relationship with his father and his own

sense of identity. Initially, he is rebellious and dismissive of his father’s advice. The encounter with

Lemon Brown serves as a turning point, helping Greg mature emotionally. The answer key details

Greg’s journey from skepticism to empathy and respect, highlighting his character growth.

Lemon Brown

Lemon Brown is a symbol of resilience and the hidden value found in life’s experiences. Despite his

homelessness, Lemon Brown’s pride lies in his treasure, which represents his love for his son and his

past accomplishments. The answer key discusses Lemon’s role as a mentor figure and the

significance of his treasure in conveying themes of legacy and personal worth.

Supporting Characters

While the story primarily focuses on Greg and Lemon Brown, the answer key also addresses the minor

characters, such as Greg’s father and the thugs. Greg’s father represents authority and concern, while

the thugs serve as antagonists who challenge Lemon Brown and Greg. Their presence drives the plot

and highlights the story’s tension and conflict.



Themes and Symbols

The treasure of lemon brown answer key provides an in-depth exploration of the central themes and

symbols used in the story. These literary elements enrich the narrative and offer valuable insights into

the human condition.

Main Themes

Value and Treasure: The story challenges conventional ideas of treasure, revealing that true

wealth lies in memories, relationships, and personal history.

Father-Son Relationships: Both Greg and Lemon Brown demonstrate the importance and

complexity of familial bonds, emphasizing love and respect.

Respect and Understanding: The narrative encourages readers to look beyond appearances and

appreciate the worth of others.

Courage and Growth: Greg’s encounter with danger and his interaction with Lemon Brown

catalyze his emotional development.

Symbols

The answer key identifies and interprets several symbols in the story, including:

Lemon Brown’s Treasure: The harmonica and newspaper clippings symbolize memory, pride, and

legacy.

The Storm: The storm represents turmoil and challenges, both external and internal.



The Building: The abandoned building symbolizes neglect and hidden potential, mirroring the

characters’ situations.

Important Quotes and Their Meanings

The treasure of lemon brown answer key highlights key quotations from the story that encapsulate its

themes and character insights. Each quote is analyzed to explain its significance and how it

contributes to the overall message.

Selected Quotes

“Treasure is not always silver and gold, boy.” – This quote encapsulates the story’s core

message about the true nature of treasure, emphasizing emotional and sentimental value over

material wealth.

“Ain’t nothing scary about Lemon Brown.” – Demonstrates Lemon Brown’s tough exterior and

resilience, which contrasts with Greg’s initial fear and misunderstanding.

“It’s the kind of treasure you keep in your heart.” – Highlights the intangible but profound worth

of memories and love.

Interpretation of Quotes

The answer key explains how these quotes relate to character development and thematic elements.

For example, the first quote challenges readers’ assumptions about value, while the second and third

quotes deepen the understanding of Lemon Brown’s character and the story’s emotional impact.



Common Questions and Answers

The treasure of lemon brown answer key also includes frequently asked questions to support

comprehension and facilitate discussion. These questions address plot details, character motivations,

and thematic interpretations.

Sample Questions

What is the significance of Lemon Brown’s treasure?1.

How does Greg’s attitude change throughout the story?2.

What role does the setting play in the narrative?3.

How do father-son relationships influence the story’s message?4.

What lessons does Greg learn from Lemon Brown?5.

Sample Answers

Significance of Lemon Brown’s Treasure: The treasure symbolizes the memories and love Lemon

Brown has for his son, showing that true treasure is emotional and personal rather than materialistic.

Greg’s Attitude Change: Greg evolves from a rebellious and dismissive youth to a more empathetic

and respectful individual after understanding Lemon Brown’s story.

Role of Setting: The urban, dilapidated setting reflects the characters’ struggles while also serving as a

metaphor for hidden value and potential.

Father-Son Relationships: These relationships highlight themes of love, respect, and legacy, driving the



emotional core of the story.

Lessons Learned by Greg: Greg learns to appreciate the importance of heritage, courage, and looking

beyond outward appearances to find true worth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Treasure of Lemon Brown'?

The main theme of 'The Treasure of Lemon Brown' is the importance of valuing personal and

emotional treasures over material wealth.

Who is Lemon Brown in the story?

Lemon Brown is an old, homeless blues musician who shares his story and treasure with the

protagonist, Greg.

What is the 'treasure' that Lemon Brown talks about?

Lemon Brown's treasure is a harmonica and some old newspaper clippings that represent his past and

the love he had for his son.

Why does Greg initially feel scared of Lemon Brown?

Greg feels scared because Lemon Brown is a strange, homeless man living in an abandoned building,

and Greg is unsure of his intentions.

How does the encounter with Lemon Brown change Greg?

The encounter teaches Greg to appreciate the value of family and personal history, helping him

understand his father better.



What role does the setting play in 'The Treasure of Lemon Brown'?

The setting, an abandoned building during a stormy night, creates a tense atmosphere and symbolizes

Greg's isolation before his change in perspective.

What lesson does Greg learn from Lemon Brown's story?

Greg learns that treasures are not always material objects; they can be memories and relationships

that hold great significance.

Why is the story called 'The Treasure of Lemon Brown'?

The story is named after Lemon Brown's treasure because it highlights the central idea that true

treasure lies in personal and emotional connections rather than money.

Additional Resources

1. The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers - Study Guide

This study guide offers comprehensive chapter summaries, analysis, and discussion questions for

Walter Dean Myers' short story "The Treasure of Lemon Brown." It helps readers understand the

themes of family, legacy, and courage. The guide also includes vocabulary exercises and answer keys

to facilitate learning.

2. Exploring Themes in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

This book delves into the major themes presented in "The Treasure of Lemon Brown," such as the

meaning of treasure beyond material wealth and the importance of personal history. It provides critical

essays and reflective questions to deepen readers' comprehension and appreciation of the story.

3. Short Stories with Powerful Lessons: The Treasure of Lemon Brown and More

A collection of short stories that, like "The Treasure of Lemon Brown," explore life lessons and moral

values. Each story is accompanied by discussion questions and answer keys to reinforce

understanding. This book is ideal for classroom use or young readers seeking meaningful narratives.



4. Walter Dean Myers: Life and Works

This biography and literary analysis book covers the life of Walter Dean Myers, the author of "The

Treasure of Lemon Brown," and his significant contributions to young adult literature. It includes

summaries and study questions for several of his works, helping readers connect his life experiences

with his writing.

5. Character Analysis in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

Focused on character study, this book examines the personalities, motivations, and growth of Lemon

Brown and Greg Ridley. It provides detailed analysis and exercises with answers to help readers

engage critically with the characters and their development throughout the story.

6. Understanding Symbolism in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

This book explores the use of symbolism in "The Treasure of Lemon Brown," such as the significance

of Lemon Brown's treasure and what it represents. It offers explanations and activities designed to

teach readers how to identify and interpret symbols in literature.

7. Teaching The Treasure of Lemon Brown: Lesson Plans and Activities

Designed for educators, this resource includes ready-to-use lesson plans, quizzes, and worksheets

centered on "The Treasure of Lemon Brown." Answer keys are provided to facilitate grading and

ensure consistent assessment of student understanding.

8. Literary Devices in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

This book provides an in-depth look at the literary devices employed by Walter Dean Myers, including

imagery, foreshadowing, and dialogue. It includes examples from the story and exercises with answer

keys to help students recognize and analyze these devices in context.

9. Connecting Generations: Family and Legacy in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

This book discusses the themes of family bonds and legacy as portrayed in "The Treasure of Lemon

Brown." It encourages readers to reflect on their own family histories and values, supplemented by

guided questions and answer keys for personal or classroom use.
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