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the treasure of our tongue the story of english from its obscure beginnings to its present
eminence as the most widely spoken language is a fascinating journey through time that reveals
how English evolved from a modest set of dialects into a global lingua franca. This transformation
involved centuries of cultural exchanges, invasions, and innovations that shaped the vocabulary,
grammar, and usage of English. Tracing the roots of English uncovers its Germanic origins, the
influence of Latin and French, and the impact of historical events such as the Norman Conquest and
the expansion of the British Empire. The story also highlights the language’s adaptability and
resilience, which have helped it spread across continents and become the dominant medium of
international communication, business, science, and technology. This article explores the major
phases of English development, the key influences that molded it, and how it attained its current
status as the most widely spoken language worldwide. Following this introduction, a detailed table of
contents outlines the main sections that guide the exploration of this linguistic treasure.

Origins and Early Development of English

The Impact of the Norman Conquest

Middle English and Literary Flourishing

The Renaissance and the Expansion of Vocabulary

English as a Global Language

Modern English and Contemporary Usage

Origins and Early Development of English
The treasure of our tongue the story of english from its obscure beginnings begins with the arrival of
Germanic tribes in Britain during the 5th century AD. These tribes—primarily the Angles, Saxons, and
Jutes—brought with them dialects that would form the foundation of Old English. This early form of
English was vastly different from the language spoken today, characterized by a complex system of
inflections and a vocabulary deeply rooted in Germanic traditions.

Germanic Roots and Old English
Old English developed as a collection of regional dialects influenced by the native Celtic languages



and the remnants of Latin from Roman Britain. The epic poem “Beowulf,” composed in Old English,
stands as a testament to the richness of this early linguistic stage. Despite its obscurity to modern
readers, Old English laid the groundwork for the treasure of our tongue, embedding core grammatical
structures and basic lexicon.

Influence of Latin and Christianity
With the Christianization of Britain, Latin entered the English lexicon, primarily through ecclesiastical
and scholarly channels. This infusion of Latin vocabulary expanded the expressive capacity of English,
introducing religious and intellectual terms that enriched the language’s semantic range.

The Impact of the Norman Conquest
The Norman Conquest of 1066 marked a pivotal moment in the treasure of our tongue the story of
english from its obscure beginnings to its present eminence. The arrival of Norman French-speaking
rulers imposed a new linguistic layer on English society and governance. For centuries, English
coexisted with French and Latin as languages of administration, law, and culture.

French Influence on Vocabulary and Syntax
The Normans brought a profound influx of French vocabulary, especially in legal, political, culinary,
and artistic domains. This period saw the introduction of thousands of French words that expanded
and diversified English vocabulary, setting the stage for Middle English’s enriched lexicon. The
blending of Old English and Norman French also affected syntax and word formation.

Social and Cultural Linguistic Dynamics
During this era, English was largely marginalized among the ruling classes but remained the language
of the common people. Over time, English reasserted itself, absorbing French elements and evolving
into a more flexible and expressive language. This linguistic interplay was crucial to the treasure of
our tongue’s ongoing development.

Middle English and Literary Flourishing
The Middle English period, spanning roughly from the 12th to the 15th century, witnessed the gradual
resurgence of English as a literary and administrative language. This era is notable for its linguistic
experimentation and the broadening of English beyond its Germanic roots.

Geoffrey Chaucer and the Rise of English Literature
Geoffrey Chaucer, often called the father of English literature, played a seminal role in legitimizing
English as a literary language. His work, “The Canterbury Tales,” showcased the vernacular’s capacity
for storytelling, humor, and social commentary, thus elevating English’s cultural status.



Standardization and Dialectical Variation
Although Middle English encompassed significant dialectal diversity, the London dialect began to
dominate, especially after the establishment of the printing press. This early standardization
contributed to the treasure of our tongue’s coherence and accessibility, facilitating its expansion.

The Renaissance and the Expansion of Vocabulary
The Renaissance ushered in a period of intellectual revival that profoundly influenced the treasure of
our tongue the story of english from its obscure beginnings. Exposure to classical texts and new
scientific discoveries led to the adoption of thousands of loanwords primarily from Latin and Greek.
This era significantly broadened English’s expressive possibilities.

Influence of Classical Languages
Latin and Greek provided English with an extensive array of scientific, philosophical, and artistic
terms. Educated writers and scholars deliberately enriched English by coining neologisms and
borrowing extensively from classical languages, thereby enhancing its precision and sophistication.

The Role of the Printing Press
The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg and its introduction to England by William
Caxton facilitated the dissemination of literature and standardized spelling and grammar. This
technological advancement was instrumental in the treasure of our tongue’s consolidation as a
unified language.

English as a Global Language
The rise of the British Empire and later American global influence were key drivers in the ascent of
English as the most widely spoken language worldwide. This phase of the treasure of our tongue
encompasses the spread of English across continents and its adoption as a lingua franca in
diplomacy, commerce, and education.

Colonial Expansion and Language Spread
British colonialism established English in Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Oceania, embedding it in
diverse cultures and societies. Local varieties of English emerged, reflecting regional influences and
contributing to the language’s global diversity.

English in International Communication
Post-World War II geopolitical shifts and the rise of the United States as a superpower solidified
English’s role in international organizations, scientific research, and the internet. English’s dominance



in media, entertainment, and technology further cemented its global eminence.

Modern English and Contemporary Usage
Today, the treasure of our tongue the story of english from its obscure beginnings to its present
eminence continues as English adapts to changing cultural and technological landscapes. Modern
English reflects ongoing innovation, globalization, and inclusiveness.

Varieties of Modern English
Modern English exists in numerous forms, including British English, American English, Australian
English, and many other regional variants. Each version contributes unique vocabulary, pronunciation,
and expressions, enriching the language’s global tapestry.

English in the Digital Age
The advent of digital communication has transformed English usage, introducing new slang,
abbreviations, and modes of expression. Social media, texting, and online collaboration continue to
shape the treasure of our tongue, ensuring its relevance and vitality.

Key Factors Contributing to English’s Eminence

Historical legacy of British colonialism

Economic and cultural influence of English-speaking countries

Role in international business and diplomacy

Extensive presence in science, technology, and education

Adaptability and openness to new influences

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Treasure of Our Tongue' about?
It is a comprehensive history of the English language, tracing its development from obscure
beginnings to its current status as the most widely spoken language in the world.



Who is the author of 'The Treasure of Our Tongue'?
The book was written by Henry Hitchings, a noted author and historian specializing in the English
language.

Why is English considered the most widely spoken language
today?
English's widespread use is due to historical factors such as British colonialism, the global influence of
the United States, and its adoption as a lingua franca in international business, science, and
technology.

What are some obscure beginnings of the English language
discussed in the book?
The book explores Old English roots, influenced by Germanic tribes, as well as the impacts of Latin,
Norse, and Norman French on its early development.

How has English evolved over time according to 'The Treasure
of Our Tongue'?
English has evolved through various stages including Old English, Middle English, and Modern English,
shaped by invasions, cultural exchanges, and technological advances.

Does the book cover the influence of other languages on
English?
Yes, it details how languages like Latin, French, Norse, and others have contributed vocabulary,
grammar, and syntax to English.

What role does 'The Treasure of Our Tongue' attribute to
technology in English's spread?
The book highlights the role of printing, the internet, and mass media in standardizing and
disseminating English globally.

Is the book suitable for readers without a linguistic
background?
Yes, the book is written in an accessible style, making the history of English engaging and
understandable for general readers.

What makes English unique compared to other languages as
described in the book?
English's adaptability, rich vocabulary from diverse sources, and its role as a global lingua franca



contribute to its unique prominence and resilience.

Additional Resources
1. The Story of English by Robert McCrum, William Cran, and Robert MacNeil
This comprehensive book traces the evolution of the English language from its early Germanic roots
to its status as a global lingua franca. It explores the influences of historical events, cultural shifts,
and technological advancements on the language’s development. Accompanied by engaging
narratives and linguistic insights, it offers readers a rich understanding of how English became the
world’s most widely spoken language.

2. The Adventure of English: The Biography of a Language by Melvyn Bragg
Melvyn Bragg presents English as a living, breathing entity with a fascinating life story, beginning in a
small corner of England and spreading worldwide. The book chronicles key moments in history that
shaped English, including the Norman Conquest and colonial expansion. It highlights the resilience
and adaptability of the language through centuries of change.

3. The English Language: A Historical Introduction by Charles Barber
This book provides a clear and accessible overview of the English language’s history, focusing on its
development from Old English to Modern English. Barber examines linguistic changes in grammar,
vocabulary, and pronunciation over time. It also discusses the socio-political factors that influenced
the language's spread and standardization.

4. The Mother Tongue: English and How It Got That Way by Bill Bryson
Bill Bryson offers a witty and informative exploration of the English language, delving into its quirky
rules and surprising origins. The book covers the language’s rich vocabulary, borrowed from many
cultures, and its complex spelling system. Bryson’s engaging style makes linguistic history enjoyable
and accessible to all readers.

5. English as a Global Language by David Crystal
David Crystal analyzes the reasons behind English’s rise to global prominence and its implications for
communication worldwide. The book discusses the spread of English through colonization, media, and
technology. Crystal also considers the challenges and opportunities posed by English as a lingua
franca in diverse cultural contexts.

6. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language by David Crystal
This encyclopedic work provides an extensive reference on all aspects of the English language, from
its history and dialects to its grammar and usage. It includes detailed entries, illustrations, and
examples that illuminate the language’s complexity and diversity. The book is an invaluable resource
for anyone interested in understanding English in depth.

7. The Origins and Development of the English Language by Thomas Pyles and John Algeo
This textbook explores the chronological development of English, emphasizing historical, social, and
linguistic perspectives. It covers major periods such as Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern
English with attention to literary and cultural context. The book also addresses the impact of external
languages and internal changes on English’s evolution.

8. A History of the English Language by Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable
A classic in the field, this book offers a detailed and scholarly examination of English from its earliest
stages to the modern era. It incorporates linguistic analysis with historical narrative, providing a



balanced view of language change. The authors discuss the influence of invasions, migrations, and
cultural shifts on the formation of English.

9. The Lexicographer’s Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park by
Jack Lynch
Jack Lynch explores how English usage and notions of correctness have evolved over time. The book
focuses on dictionaries and lexicographers who have shaped perceptions of “proper” English. It
combines historical anecdotes with contemporary examples to show how English reflects changing
social attitudes and cultural trends.
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