
the wanderer by sharon creech
the wanderer by sharon creech is a captivating novel that combines adventure,
self-discovery, and the power of storytelling. This book, authored by the
acclaimed writer Sharon Creech, explores themes of family, resilience, and
identity through the journey of its young protagonist. Set against the
backdrop of a sailing voyage across the Atlantic Ocean, the narrative offers
readers an engaging blend of mystery and emotional growth. The wanderer by
sharon creech has garnered praise for its lyrical prose, rich character
development, and creative use of poetry and narrative structure. This article
delves into the book’s plot, characters, themes, literary style, and its
reception among readers and critics alike. Explore the various dimensions of
this novel and understand why it remains a significant work in contemporary
children’s literature.
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Plot Summary of The Wanderer
The wanderer by sharon creech centers on Sophie, a twelve-year-old girl who
embarks on a transatlantic sailing trip with her family. The journey serves
as both a physical and emotional voyage as Sophie confronts new challenges,
uncovers family secrets, and experiences personal growth. The novel unfolds
through Sophie's perspective, blending prose and poetic entries that reflect
her thoughts and feelings.

Throughout the narrative, Sophie navigates the complexities of adapting to
life aboard the Wanderer, the family’s sailboat, while grappling with her
relationship with her mother and siblings. The voyage also introduces Sophie
to the wider world beyond her familiar surroundings, encouraging her to
develop independence and self-awareness. Key events include encounters with
the sea’s unpredictable nature, moments of bonding with family members, and
revelations that deepen her understanding of herself and those around her.

The plot effectively balances adventurous elements with introspective
moments, making it a compelling read for young audiences and adults alike.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in the wanderer by sharon creech play crucial roles in driving
the story forward and enriching its emotional depth. Each character
contributes uniquely to the overarching themes of family, identity, and
change.

Sophie
Sophie is the protagonist whose voice guides readers through the narrative.
Her youthful curiosity and evolving maturity provide insight into the
challenges of growing up. Sophie’s character development is central to the
novel’s impact, as she learns to cope with uncertainty and embrace her own
strengths.

Sophie’s Family
The family aboard the Wanderer includes Sophie’s mother, two brothers, and a
family friend. Each member brings distinct personality traits and
perspectives that influence the dynamics aboard the sailboat. The
interactions and conflicts among them highlight themes of communication,
trust, and support.

Supporting Characters
Additional characters encountered during the voyage add layers to the story,
offering moments of contrast and reflection. These characters help broaden
the scope of the novel beyond the immediate family unit.

Themes and Motifs in The Wanderer
The wanderer by sharon creech weaves several significant themes throughout
its narrative, contributing to its depth and resonance with readers.

Family and Relationships
At its core, the novel explores the complexities of family bonds. The
challenges and rewards of familial relationships are depicted through
Sophie’s interactions with her mother and siblings during the journey. Themes
of reconciliation, understanding, and love are prominently featured.



Coming of Age
Sophie’s voyage across the ocean symbolizes her transition from childhood to
adolescence. The novel captures the uncertainties, self-discovery, and
emotional growth that define this pivotal stage of life.

Nature and Adventure
The sea and sailing serve as powerful motifs in the wanderer by sharon
creech. The natural environment not only provides a dramatic setting but also
reflects the unpredictable and transformative aspects of Sophie’s journey.

Storytelling and Poetry
The integration of poetry and narrative storytelling techniques underscores
the importance of expression and creativity in understanding oneself and the
world. This motif enriches the novel’s literary texture and emotional appeal.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
The wanderer by sharon creech is distinguished by its innovative literary
style and use of diverse narrative techniques. The novel uniquely combines
prose with poetic forms, enhancing its artistic quality and reader
engagement.

Use of Verse and Prose
Sharon Creech employs a blend of free verse poetry and traditional prose to
convey Sophie's inner thoughts and external experiences. This stylistic
choice allows for a nuanced portrayal of emotions and events, giving readers
intimate access to the protagonist’s psyche.

First-Person Narrative Perspective
The story is told from Sophie’s first-person point of view, which creates a
direct and personal connection between the reader and the character. This
perspective emphasizes the subjective nature of memory and perception.

Symbolism and Imagery
The novel makes extensive use of symbolic elements such as the sea, the
sailboat, and weather conditions to reflect the themes of transformation,
freedom, and uncertainty. Vivid imagery enhances the sensory experience and



deepens thematic expression.

Reception and Impact of the Novel
Since its publication, the wanderer by sharon creech has received critical
acclaim and widespread appreciation in children’s literature circles. The
novel’s unique narrative style and heartfelt exploration of universal themes
have resonated with readers and educators.

Critical Acclaim
Reviewers have praised the book for its lyrical writing, engaging plot, and
well-drawn characters. The innovative use of poetry within a novel format has
been highlighted as a significant contribution to contemporary young adult
literature.

Educational Use
The wanderer by sharon creech is frequently included in school curricula to
teach literary analysis, narrative techniques, and thematic exploration. Its
accessible language and relatable protagonist make it a valuable resource for
encouraging reading and critical thinking among students.

Reader Impact
Many readers report that the novel’s themes of self-discovery and familial
relationships offer meaningful insights and emotional connection. The story’s
adventurous spirit and poetic voice inspire reflection and empathy.

Key Factors Contributing to the Novel’s Success

Innovative blend of prose and poetry

Relatable and dynamic protagonist

Exploration of universal themes such as family and identity

Engaging and well-paced narrative structure

Rich symbolism and vivid imagery



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Wanderer' by Sharon
Creech?
'The Wanderer' explores themes of family, self-discovery, and adventure as
the protagonist embarks on a sailing journey to connect with her heritage and
understand herself better.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Wanderer' and what
motivates her journey?
The protagonist is Sophie, a young girl who sets out on a sailing trip with
her uncles to find her father. Her motivation is to reconnect with her family
and discover her own identity.

How does Sharon Creech incorporate poetry into 'The
Wanderer'?
Sharon Creech weaves poetry throughout the narrative, using Sophie's poetic
reflections to express her emotions and experiences during the voyage, adding
depth to the storytelling.

What role do Sophie's uncles play in the story?
Sophie's uncles are experienced sailors who guide and support her throughout
the journey, helping her learn about sailing as well as the importance of
family bonds.

How does the setting influence the mood of 'The
Wanderer'?
The ocean and the sailing journey create a sense of adventure and solitude,
reflecting Sophie's inner journey and the challenges she faces along the way.

What lessons does Sophie learn during her voyage in
'The Wanderer'?
Sophie learns about resilience, the value of family, the power of self-
expression through poetry, and gains confidence as she navigates both the sea
and her personal growth.

Is 'The Wanderer' suitable for young readers, and



what age group is it best for?
'The Wanderer' is suitable for middle-grade readers, typically ages 10-14, as
it deals with themes of growing up, family, and adventure in an accessible
and engaging way.

Additional Resources
1. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
This novel follows thirteen-year-old Sal as she embarks on a road trip with
her grandparents to find her mother. Along the way, Sal tells the story of
her friend Phoebe and reflects on her own family’s past. Like *The Wanderer*,
it explores themes of identity, loss, and the power of storytelling.

2. Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
This classic novel tells the story of Karana, a young Native American girl
stranded alone on an island off the California coast. Her journey of
survival, self-reliance, and connection with nature echoes the adventurous
and introspective spirit found in *The Wanderer*.

3. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Brian Robeson, a thirteen-year-old boy, must survive alone in the Canadian
wilderness after a plane crash. This story of resilience, self-discovery, and
the challenges of nature parallels the themes of courage and growth present
in *The Wanderer*.

4. The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
Percy Jackson discovers he is a demigod and embarks on a quest to prevent a
war among the Greek gods. The novel’s mix of adventure, self-discovery, and a
journey across unfamiliar territory complements the adventurous tone of *The
Wanderer*.

5. My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
Sam Gribley leaves his New York City home to live alone in the wilderness of
the Catskill Mountains. His experiences learning to survive and live in
harmony with nature reflect the themes of independence and exploration found
in *The Wanderer*.

6. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
This heartfelt story follows a young boy and his two hunting dogs in the
Ozark Mountains. Themes of friendship, perseverance, and coming of age
resonate with the emotional depth and outdoor adventures depicted in *The
Wanderer*.

7. Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George
Thirteen-year-old Miyax survives in the Alaskan wilderness with the help of a
wolf pack. The novel’s exploration of survival, cultural identity, and
connection to nature parallels many elements in *The Wanderer*.

8. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi



Charlotte Doyle embarks on a transatlantic voyage in the early 19th century
and faces unexpected challenges aboard the ship. This historical adventure
features themes of bravery, transformation, and self-discovery akin to those
found in *The Wanderer*.

9. Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George
Thirteen-year-old Miyax survives in the Alaskan wilderness with the help of a
wolf pack. The novel’s exploration of survival, cultural identity, and
connection to nature parallels many elements in *The Wanderer*.
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