
the wave morton rhue

the wave morton rhue is a compelling and thought-provoking novel written by Morton Rhue, the
pen name of author Todd Strasser. This book explores the psychological and social dynamics of group
behavior through a unique classroom experiment that spirals out of control. Known for its gripping
narrative and insightful commentary on conformity, authority, and peer pressure, the wave has been
widely studied in schools and remains relevant in discussions about social influence and fascism. This
article delves into the background of the wave morton rhue, its plot, themes, characters, and its
impact on readers and educational settings. Additionally, it examines the real-life inspiration behind
the story, critical reception, and adaptations, providing a comprehensive understanding of this
influential novel.
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Background and Author
The wave morton rhue was written by Todd Strasser under the pseudonym Morton Rhue, a name he
uses for many of his young adult novels. Originally published in 1981, the book is based on a real-life
classroom experiment conducted in California in the 1960s called "The Third Wave." The author is
known for addressing complex social issues in a way that is accessible to teenagers, making his works
popular in educational contexts. Morton Rhue's intent with the wave was to explore how easily people
can be swept up by authoritarian movements and the dangers of groupthink. The novel has since
become a staple in school curricula worldwide.

Plot Summary of The Wave
The wave morton rhue centers around a high school history teacher named Ben Ross who attempts to
help his students understand the rise of Nazi Germany by creating a classroom experiment. To
illustrate how the German population could have accepted fascism, Ross initiates "The Wave," a
movement based on strict discipline, community, and action. The experiment quickly escalates
beyond the classroom as students embrace the movement with enthusiasm, leading to conformity,



exclusion of dissenters, and increasing authoritarian control. The story follows the consequences of
this experiment as it spirals out of the teacher's control, ultimately forcing a confrontation with the
dangers of blind obedience.

Key Plot Events

Introduction of The Wave as a classroom experiment

Rapid expansion of The Wave among students

Conflict arising from peer pressure and exclusivity

Teacher’s realization of the experiment’s negative impact

Conclusion revealing the dangers of totalitarianism

Main Themes and Messages
The wave morton rhue explores several significant themes related to power, conformity, and social
psychology. The novel serves as a cautionary tale about the susceptibility of individuals to
authoritarianism and the ease with which a society can be manipulated. Themes of peer pressure and
groupthink highlight how people may suppress their moral compass to fit in. The story also addresses
the importance of critical thinking and individual responsibility in resisting oppressive ideologies.
Through its narrative, the wave encourages readers to reflect on historical events and recognize
similar patterns in contemporary society.

Authority and Obedience
The novel demonstrates how authority figures can influence groups and how obedience to such
figures can lead to dangerous outcomes. The teacher’s role in creating The Wave underscores the
power dynamics involved.

Conformity and Group Identity
The Wave creates a strong sense of community but at the cost of individuality. Students quickly
conform to the movement’s rules, illustrating the psychological need to belong and be accepted.

The Dangers of Blind Loyalty
Members of The Wave exhibit blind loyalty, disregarding personal ethics and the rights of others,
which serves as a warning against uncritical allegiance to any ideology.



Character Analysis
The wave morton rhue features several key characters whose development is central to the story’s
impact. These characters represent different responses to the movement and highlight the social
dynamics within the group.

Ben Ross
Ben Ross is the history teacher who initiates The Wave experiment. Portrayed as well-meaning but
ultimately naive, Ross’s character reveals the complexities of authority and the unintended
consequences of his actions.

Laurie Saunders
Laurie is a student who initially supports The Wave but soon becomes its vocal critic. Her character
embodies critical thinking and moral courage, representing resistance against conformity.

David Collins
David is Laurie’s boyfriend and an enthusiastic member of The Wave. His character illustrates the
allure of belonging and the conflict between loyalty to the group and personal relationships.

Robert Billings
Robert is a marginalized student who finds acceptance and confidence through The Wave. His
character highlights the appeal of group identity to those who feel isolated.

Real-Life Inspiration
The wave morton rhue is inspired by a genuine social experiment conducted by high school teacher
Ron Jones in 1967. Known as "The Third Wave," this experiment took place in a California classroom
to demonstrate how ordinary people could be drawn into fascist ideologies. The experiment lasted
only five days but escalated quickly, with students adopting symbols, salutes, and strict rules. The
real-life event exposed the vulnerability of society to authoritarian movements and served as a
foundation for Morton Rhue’s novel. This historical context adds authenticity and relevance to the
story’s message.

Reception and Impact
The wave morton rhue has received widespread acclaim for its educational value and gripping
narrative. The novel is frequently included in school reading lists and has sparked discussions about
history, psychology, and ethics. Educators praise the book for its ability to engage students in
conversations about conformity, authority, and the consequences of fascism. However, some critics



have raised concerns about the book’s portrayal of events and its simplified depiction of complex
social phenomena. Despite this, the wave remains an influential work that continues to resonate with
readers worldwide.

Educational Uses

Teaching about Nazi Germany and fascism

Exploring social psychology and group behavior

Encouraging critical thinking and ethical reflection

Facilitating discussions on peer pressure and individuality

Adaptations and Legacy
The wave morton rhue has inspired various adaptations, including stage plays, films, and
documentaries. These adaptations have helped to bring the story to new audiences and reinforce its
messages. The most notable film adaptation was released in 2008, bringing a contemporary
perspective to the timeless themes of the novel. The wave’s legacy endures as an important cultural
reference that warns against the dangers of authoritarianism and the loss of individual freedoms. Its
continued relevance is seen in its use as a teaching tool and its resonance with social issues in
modern times.

Notable Adaptations

Stage productions emphasizing the psychological tension

2008 feature film adaptation with updated setting

Documentaries exploring the original Third Wave experiment

Educational programs and workshops inspired by the story

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Wave' by Morton Rhue about?
'The Wave' is a novel by Morton Rhue that explores the dangers of groupthink and authoritarianism
through a high school teacher's social experiment that spirals out of control.



Who is the author Morton Rhue?
Morton Rhue is the pen name of Todd Strasser, an American author known for writing young adult
fiction, including 'The Wave,' which is based on a real-life experiment.

Is 'The Wave' based on a true story?
Yes, 'The Wave' is inspired by a real experiment conducted by a high school teacher, Ron Jones, in
1967 to demonstrate how easily people can be influenced by authoritarian movements.

What themes are explored in 'The Wave'?
'The Wave' explores themes such as conformity, peer pressure, authoritarianism, the power of group
identity, and the consequences of blind obedience.

What age group is 'The Wave' appropriate for?
'The Wave' is primarily targeted at young adults and is suitable for middle school and high school
readers due to its themes and content.

How does the social experiment in 'The Wave' start?
In 'The Wave,' the teacher, Ben Ross, starts the social experiment to help his students understand
how the German population could have supported the Nazi regime, introducing strict rules and
discipline.

What is the significance of the title 'The Wave'?
The title 'The Wave' symbolizes the wave of conformity and collective identity that spreads through
the students as they adopt the experiment's rules and lose their individuality.

Has 'The Wave' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'The Wave' has been adapted into several films and plays, including the well-known 1981 TV
movie and the 2008 German film 'Die Welle.'

What lessons does 'The Wave' teach readers?
'The Wave' teaches readers about the importance of critical thinking, individuality, and the dangers of
blindly following authority or group pressure.

Why is 'The Wave' still relevant today?
'The Wave' remains relevant as it highlights how easily societies can fall into authoritarianism and
groupthink, issues that continue to be significant in modern political and social contexts.



Additional Resources
1. The Wave by Morton Rhue
This is the original novel that explores the consequences of a high school experiment gone wrong. A
teacher tries to demonstrate the dangers of fascism by creating a social movement called "The
Wave." The story delves into themes of conformity, peer pressure, and the loss of individual identity.

2. Out of the Wave by Morton Rhue
A sequel to The Wave, this book follows the aftermath of the experiment on the students and how
they cope with the realization of what they were involved in. It examines the psychological impact
and the importance of critical thinking in resisting manipulation.

3. The Third Wave: Resistance and Rebellion by Morton Rhue
This companion book expands on the ideas introduced in The Wave, presenting stories of resistance
movements throughout history. It encourages readers to learn from past mistakes and to stand up
against oppressive systems.

4. Lessons from The Wave by Morton Rhue
An educational guide that provides discussion questions, activities, and historical context related to
The Wave. It is designed for teachers and students to deepen their understanding of the novel’s
themes and real-world applications.

5. Inside The Wave by Morton Rhue
A behind-the-scenes look at the creation of The Wave, including interviews with the author and
reflections on the book’s impact. This book offers insights into the creative process and the social
issues that inspired the story.

6. The Wave: A Graphic Novel Adaptation by Morton Rhue
A visual retelling of the original novel, this graphic novel adaptation brings the story to life through
illustrations. It makes the themes accessible to younger readers and those who prefer visual
storytelling.

7. The Wave Effect: Understanding Groupthink by Morton Rhue
This book explores the psychological concept of groupthink, which is central to The Wave. It explains
how group dynamics can lead to poor decision-making and how individuals can maintain independent
thought.

8. The Wave in the Classroom by Morton Rhue
A practical resource for educators to use The Wave as a teaching tool. It includes lesson plans,
multimedia resources, and strategies for discussing difficult topics such as authoritarianism and social
influence.

9. Echoes of The Wave by Morton Rhue
A fictional continuation that imagines the long-term effects of The Wave experiment on the town and
its residents. It explores themes of memory, forgiveness, and the struggle to rebuild trust after a
crisis.
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