
the wednesday wars by gary d schmidt

the wednesday wars by gary d schmidt is a critically acclaimed young adult novel that explores
the trials and tribulations of adolescence during the tumultuous 1960s. This coming-of-age story is
set against the backdrop of the Vietnam War, blending historical context with personal growth and
complex family dynamics. Gary D. Schmidt’s storytelling weaves humor, drama, and poignant
moments, making it a compelling read for both young readers and adults alike. The narrative follows
the protagonist’s journey through middle school, highlighting themes of friendship, loyalty, and
resilience. This article will provide an in-depth exploration of the novel’s plot, characters, themes,
and its reception in the literary world. It will also discuss the historical significance and the
educational value that “the wednesday wars by gary d schmidt” offers to its audience.
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Overview of the Plot
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt centers around Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader
navigating the challenges of school, family expectations, and the social unrest of 1967. The story
unfolds over the course of the school year, with a particular focus on the Wednesdays when Holling
is left alone with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while his classmates attend religious instruction. These
Wednesdays become pivotal moments for Holling’s personal growth and self-discovery. Throughout
the novel, readers witness Holling’s struggles with bullies, his complicated relationship with his
father, and his evolving friendship with classmates. The plot skillfully integrates historical events,
such as the Vietnam War and the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., which influence the
characters’ lives and perspectives.

Main Characters and Character Development
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt features a richly developed cast of characters, each
contributing to the protagonist’s journey and the overall narrative depth.



Holling Hoodhood
Holling is the central character whose perspective guides the reader through the novel. Initially
portrayed as a cautious and somewhat passive boy, Holling grows in confidence and maturity as he
confronts various obstacles. His love for Shakespeare, encouraged by Mrs. Baker, plays a significant
role in his intellectual and emotional development.

Mrs. Baker
Mrs. Baker is Holling’s teacher and mentor. She provides guidance and support while challenging
Holling to think critically and broaden his horizons. Her complex character adds emotional depth to
the story, especially through her own personal struggles.

Supporting Characters
Other notable characters include Meryl Lee, Holling’s love interest, and his family members,
particularly his demanding father. These characters help shape the narrative by highlighting themes
of loyalty, family pressure, and social expectations.

Holling Hoodhood – protagonist, young adolescent, Shakespeare enthusiast

Mrs. Baker – teacher, mentor, emotional anchor

Meryl Lee – friend and romantic interest

Holling’s Father – strict and authoritative figure

Themes and Symbolism
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt is notable for its rich thematic content and use of symbolism
that enhances the narrative’s depth.

Coming of Age
The novel explores the universal theme of growing up, as Holling learns to navigate the complexities
of adolescence, identity, and moral courage. His experiences reflect the challenges many young
readers face during their transition to adulthood.

War and Peace
The Vietnam War serves as a backdrop that influences the characters’ lives and decisions. The
contrast between the chaos of war and the personal battles of the protagonist underscores the



novel’s exploration of conflict and resolution.

Literature as a Tool for Growth
Shakespeare’s plays, frequently referenced throughout the novel, symbolize knowledge, empathy,
and self-reflection. They help Holling understand himself and the world around him.

Family and Authority
The novel examines family dynamics, especially the pressures imposed by parental expectations and
societal norms. Holling’s relationship with his father illustrates the struggle between obedience and
independence.

Historical Context and Setting
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt is firmly rooted in the historical and cultural context of the
late 1960s America. The setting significantly shapes the narrative and enriches the reader’s
understanding of the period.

The 1960s America
The novel captures the tensions and societal changes of the 1960s, including the civil rights
movement, the Vietnam War, and the political climate. These elements provide a realistic backdrop
that influences the characters’ outlook and experiences.

School Environment
The middle school setting reflects the educational and social norms of the time. The segregation of
students by religious instruction and the teacher-student dynamics illustrate the cultural atmosphere
in which Holling’s story unfolds.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Gary D. Schmidt employs a distinctive literary style in the wednesday wars by gary d schmidt,
combining humor, historical detail, and emotional insight to engage readers.

First-Person Narrative
The novel is narrated by Holling Hoodhood, whose voice is honest, witty, and reflective. This
perspective allows readers intimate access to his thoughts and feelings, enhancing the emotional
impact of the story.



Integration of Historical Events
Schmidt seamlessly weaves real historical events into the fictional narrative, providing educational
value without detracting from the story’s flow. This technique situates the personal story within a
broader social context.

Use of Shakespearean References
The inclusion of Shakespeare’s plays serves both as a literary device and a thematic reinforcement.
Holling’s engagement with these works parallels his own experiences, enriching the narrative
layers.

Reception and Awards
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt has received widespread acclaim from critics, educators, and
readers, establishing it as a significant work in young adult literature.

Critical Acclaim
The novel has been praised for its authentic portrayal of adolescence, historical accuracy, and
emotional depth. Reviewers often highlight Schmidt’s skillful character development and engaging
storytelling.

Awards and Honors
The book has garnered numerous awards and honors, including:

Newbery Honor

Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction

Boston Globe–Horn Book Award

ALA Best Books for Young Adults

Educational Importance and Usage
The wednesday wars by gary d schmidt is widely used in educational settings due to its rich content
and accessibility for young readers.



Curriculum Integration
The novel is frequently included in middle school and early high school curricula to teach themes of
historical awareness, literary analysis, and character study. Its incorporation of Shakespeare and
historical events serves as a multidisciplinary teaching tool.

Discussion and Critical Thinking
Teachers often use the novel to foster discussions about moral choices, social issues, and personal
growth. The book’s relatable protagonist and engaging plot encourage critical thinking and empathy
among students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Wednesday Wars' by Gary D.
Schmidt?
The main theme of 'The Wednesday Wars' is the coming-of-age journey of the protagonist, Holling
Hoodhood, as he navigates personal growth, family challenges, and historical events during the
1967-1968 school year.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Wednesday Wars' and what
challenges does he face?
The protagonist is Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader who faces challenges such as dealing with an
overbearing father, feeling isolated at school, and coping with the social and political tensions of the
1960s.

How does the setting of the 1960s impact the story in 'The
Wednesday Wars'?
The 1960s setting influences the story by incorporating historical events like the Vietnam War and
the Civil Rights Movement, which shape the characters' experiences and highlight the societal
changes occurring during Holling's coming-of-age.

What role does Mrs. Baker play in Holling's development in
'The Wednesday Wars'?
Mrs. Baker, Holling's teacher, plays a crucial role as a mentor and supporter, challenging him
academically and personally while providing guidance that helps Holling mature and gain
confidence.



How does Holling's relationship with his family evolve
throughout 'The Wednesday Wars'?
Holling's relationship with his family, especially his father, evolves from tension and
misunderstanding to a deeper mutual respect as Holling proves his capabilities and the family
confronts external pressures together.

Additional Resources
1. Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
This inspiring novel follows Melody, an eleven-year-old girl with cerebral palsy who cannot speak but
possesses a brilliant mind. As she struggles to communicate and prove her intelligence, Melody
faces challenges both at school and home. The story highlights themes of perseverance, empathy,
and the importance of understanding others’ perspectives.

2. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Set during the Great Depression, this historical novel tells the story of Bud Caldwell, a ten-year-old
orphan searching for his father. With humor and heart, Bud embarks on a journey filled with
adventure and self-discovery. The book explores themes of family, hope, and resilience.

3. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Wonder centers on Auggie Pullman, a boy with a facial difference who is attending mainstream
school for the first time. The narrative explores kindness, acceptance, and the impact of bullying
from multiple viewpoints. It encourages readers to look beyond appearances and embrace
differences.

4. Rules by Cynthia Lord
This coming-of-age story follows twelve-year-old Catherine, who creates rules to help her autistic
brother navigate the world. When a new friend challenges her perceptions, Catherine learns about
acceptance and the complexities of relationships. The book sensitively addresses family dynamics
and personal growth.

5. Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen
This novel explores young love and growing up through alternating viewpoints of two neighbors, Juli
and Bryce. Their evolving feelings and misunderstandings highlight the challenges of adolescence.
The story is a heartfelt exploration of perspective, change, and personal values.

6. Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea
Seven fifth graders recount their experiences with their new teacher, Mr. Terupt, who changes their
lives in unexpected ways. The story deals with friendship, forgiveness, and the impact one individual
can have on a community. It’s a compelling look at middle school challenges and growth.

7. Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Ally has been able to hide her inability to read for years, but a new teacher helps her discover her
potential. This novel addresses learning disabilities, self-esteem, and the power of supportive
relationships. It’s an uplifting story about finding one’s voice and strength.

8. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl is an eccentric and free-spirited new student who challenges the norms of her high school.



Through her unique perspective, the story explores individuality, conformity, and the courage to be
different. It’s a poignant tale about identity and acceptance.

9. The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Set during World War II, this historical novel follows Ada, a young girl with a clubfoot who escapes
her abusive mother by evacuating to the English countryside. Ada’s journey of healing and self-
discovery amid the backdrop of war is both powerful and moving. The book explores themes of
courage, family, and resilience.
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