
the wheel of time prophecies of the
dragon
the wheel of time prophecies of the dragon represent a central and enduring
element within Robert Jordan’s epic fantasy series, "The Wheel of Time."
These prophecies revolve around the figure known as the Dragon Reborn, a
messianic character destined to face the Dark One and shape the fate of the
world. The prophecies encompass a complex blend of foreseen events, symbolic
imagery, and cryptic verses that have fascinated readers and scholars alike.
Understanding these prophecies is essential to grasping the narrative's
depth, themes of destiny and free will, and the overarching mythos of the
series. This article explores the origins, interpretations, and impact of the
Wheel of Time prophecies of the Dragon, providing an in-depth analysis of
their role in the saga’s unfolding drama. The discussion includes an overview
of the primary prophetic texts, the cultural significance within the story’s
universe, and the implications these predictions have on the series'
characters and plot development.
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The Origins of the Prophecies of the Dragon
The Wheel of Time prophecies of the Dragon trace back to ancient times within
the series’ lore. These predictions were composed by the Aes Sedai, a
powerful group of magic wielders, and other seers who sought to foretell the
coming of the Dragon Reborn. The prophecies are believed to have been
inspired by the cyclical nature of time in the series’ universe, where
history repeats itself through the turning of the Wheel. The Dragon is a
reincarnation of Lews Therin Telamon, the original Dragon who sealed the Dark
One during the Last Battle. The prophecies were preserved in several sacred
texts, most notably the Karaethon Cycle, which serves as the primary source
of the foretellings that guide the characters throughout the narrative.



The Karaethon Cycle
The Karaethon Cycle is the foundational prophetic work detailing the coming
of the Dragon Reborn. Written in cryptic verses, it contains fragmented
predictions about the Dragon’s identity, his actions, and the consequences of
his return. The ambiguity of the Karaethon Cycle adds layers of complexity to
the story, as characters interpret its verses differently, often leading to
misunderstandings and conflicts. This prophetic text is revered, feared, and
studied intensively by various factions within the Wheel of Time world.

Other Sources of Prophecies
Besides the Karaethon Cycle, other prophetic texts and oral traditions
contribute to the body of knowledge about the Dragon. These include local
legends, dreams, and visions experienced by key characters, which often
reinforce or contradict the main prophecies. Such diverse sources enrich the
narrative, emphasizing the multifaceted nature of prophecy in the Wheel of
Time universe.

Key Prophecies and Their Meanings
The wheel of time prophecies of the dragon include several pivotal
predictions that shape the course of events. These prophecies are often
symbolic and require interpretation to understand their true meaning. Below
are some of the most significant prophecies and their commonly accepted
interpretations within the story.

The Dragon’s Identity
One of the most crucial prophecies identifies the Dragon Reborn as a man born
in the Two Rivers region, marked by specific signs such as a unique
birthmark. This prophecy drives much of the plot as characters seek out the
Dragon to either aid or oppose him. The fulfillment of this prophecy confirms
Rand al’Thor as the Dragon Reborn, setting him on a path fraught with peril
and responsibility.

The Last Battle (Tarmon Gai’don)
The prophecies foresee a climactic confrontation known as Tarmon Gai’don,
where the Dragon Reborn must face the Dark One. This battle is pivotal in
determining the fate of the world, with the Dragon’s success or failure
having cosmic consequences. The prophecies describe various signs and events
leading up to this momentous clash, emphasizing its inevitability and the
heavy burden placed on the Dragon.



The Dragon’s Powers and Challenges
Several verses detail the Dragon’s unique abilities to channel the One Power,
his struggles with madness inherited from his previous incarnation, and the
allies and enemies he will encounter. These prophecies underscore the dual
nature of the Dragon’s power—both a gift and a curse—highlighting themes of
sacrifice and redemption.

List of Notable Prophecies

The Dragon will be born again in the land of the Two Rivers.

The Dragon’s banner will be a red dragon on a black field.

The Dragon will wield the sword Callandor, a powerful sa'angreal.

The Dragon will unite the nations and break the seals on the Dark One's
prison.

The Last Battle will bring either salvation or destruction to the world.

The Dragon Reborn’s Role in the Prophecies
The wheel of time prophecies of the dragon are intrinsically linked to the
character of the Dragon Reborn, whose destiny is to confront the Dark One and
restore balance to the world. The Dragon’s role is defined not only by his
actions but also by the expectations and fears of those who believe in the
prophecies. His journey is marked by personal growth, political alliances,
and spiritual trials, all of which are foreshadowed in the prophecies.

Rand al’Thor as the Fulfillment
Rand al’Thor is the central figure who embodies the Dragon Reborn prophecy.
His discovery of his identity triggers a series of events that align closely
with the prophetic texts. Rand’s struggles with his identity, madness, and
the weight of leadership are direct manifestations of the challenges foretold
in the Wheel of Time prophecies of the Dragon. His attempts to unite
disparate factions and prepare for the Last Battle illustrate the practical
implications of the prophecies in shaping the narrative.

Influence on Character Development
The prophecies influence not only Rand but also those around him. Allies and



adversaries interpret the prophecies to guide their decisions, affecting the
political and social dynamics of the series. Characters such as Moiraine
Damodred, Egwene al’Vere, and Mat Cauthon each relate to the prophecies in
unique ways, shaping their motivations and actions throughout the saga.

Cultural and Narrative Significance of the
Prophecies
The wheel of time prophecies of the dragon serve as a profound cultural and
thematic pillar within the series. They reflect the cyclical nature of time,
the tension between fate and free will, and the enduring battle between good
and evil. These prophecies also provide a narrative framework that drives the
plot and character arcs.

Symbolism and Mythology
The Dragon and his prophecies draw heavily on mythological archetypes and
symbolic imagery. The red dragon, the concept of a chosen one, and the
apocalyptic Last Battle resonate with universal themes found in many
cultures. This symbolism enriches the story’s depth and connects the
fictional world to broader human experiences and beliefs.

Prophecies as a Plot Device
The prophecies function as a crucial plot device, creating suspense and
foreshadowing key events. They generate tension by presenting inevitable
outcomes, while simultaneously allowing characters to exercise agency through
their interpretations and actions. This dynamic interplay between destiny and
choice is central to the series’ philosophical underpinnings.

Interpretations and Debates Among Characters
Within the Wheel of Time universe, the prophecies of the Dragon are subject
to various interpretations and debates. The ambiguous nature of the prophetic
verses leads to differing opinions on their true meaning and significance,
which in turn influences the storyline and character interactions.

Conflicting Interpretations
Different factions and individuals interpret the prophecies to support their
agendas. Some view the Dragon as a savior, while others fear him as a
harbinger of destruction. These conflicting views create political intrigue
and personal dilemmas, highlighting the complexity of prophecy as both a



source of hope and fear.

Impact on Strategic Decisions
The interpretations of the prophecies directly affect strategic decisions in
the series, including alliances, battles, and leadership choices. Characters
often debate the timing and nature of the Last Battle, the true identity of
the Dragon, and the meaning of symbolic signs, which shapes the unfolding of
events.

Role of Seers and Prophets
Seers, Dreamwalkers, and other prophetic figures play a critical role in
interpreting and disseminating the prophecies. Their visions and insights add
layers of complexity and sometimes confusion, emphasizing the elusive and
enigmatic qualities of the prophecies within the narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main prophecies concerning the Dragon
Reborn in The Wheel of Time?
The main prophecies concerning the Dragon Reborn include the Dragon's return
to fight the Dark One in the Last Battle (Tarmon Gai'don), the Dragon's
ability to wield the One Power, and the uniting of nations to face the
looming threat. These prophecies are detailed in the Karaethon Cycle, an
ancient set of verses that foretell the Dragon's deeds and fate.

How does the Karaethon Cycle influence Rand
al'Thor's journey as the Dragon Reborn?
The Karaethon Cycle shapes Rand al'Thor's journey by providing cryptic
prophecies that guide his actions and decisions. It creates expectations for
him to unite the world against the Shadow, struggle with the madness linked
to the One Power, and ultimately face the Dark One. Rand often reflects on
these prophecies to understand his role and destiny.

Are the prophecies about the Dragon Reborn always
accurate in The Wheel of Time series?
The prophecies in The Wheel of Time, including those about the Dragon Reborn,
are often cryptic and open to interpretation. While many events align with
the prophecies, characters sometimes misinterpret or struggle with their
meanings. This ambiguity adds depth to the story, showing that fate and free



will interact complexly in the narrative.

What role do the prophecies play in the political
landscape of The Wheel of Time?
The prophecies of the Dragon Reborn significantly impact the political
landscape, as various factions and nations react to the return of the Dragon.
Some support Rand al'Thor as a prophesied savior, while others fear or oppose
him due to the destructive potential predicted. The prophecies influence
alliances, betrayals, and the balance of power leading up to the Last Battle.

How do other characters in The Wheel of Time
perceive the Dragon Reborn prophecies?
Characters in The Wheel of Time have varied perceptions of the Dragon Reborn
prophecies. Some see them as sacred and unavoidable destiny, others doubt or
fear them, and some seek to manipulate or prevent the prophecy's fulfillment.
These differing views affect their interactions with Rand al'Thor and their
roles in the unfolding events.

Additional Resources
1. The Dragon Reborn Chronicles
This book delves into the life and trials of Rand al’Thor, the prophesied
Dragon Reborn. It explores his journey from a simple farm boy to the pivotal
figure destined to face the Dark One. The narrative highlights the
fulfillment of ancient prophecies and the burden of immense power.

2. Prophecies of the Last Battle
Focusing on the foretellings surrounding the Last Battle, this book examines
the various predictions made by the Aes Sedai and seers. It offers insights
into the signs and symbols that indicate the coming of the end times. Readers
gain a deeper understanding of the stakes involved in the struggle between
Light and Shadow.

3. The Pattern and the Dragon
This title investigates the intricate weaving of the Pattern and how the
Dragon Reborn fits within it. It discusses the concept of fate versus free
will as Rand navigates his destiny. The book provides philosophical
reflections on prophecy and its impact on the characters’ choices.

4. Shadow Rising: The Rise of the Dragon
Detailing the period when the Dragon Reborn begins to embrace his role, this
book covers the challenges Rand faces in uniting various factions. It
highlights the political and magical turmoil that surrounds him. The
narrative underscores the fulfillment of prophecies as events accelerate
toward the Last Battle.



5. The Seer’s Vision: Prophecies in the Wheel of Time
A comprehensive analysis of the visions and dreams experienced by key
characters, this book sheds light on the cryptic messages about the Dragon
Reborn. It explores how these prophecies influence decisions and shape the
course of the story. The work also deciphers symbolic language used
throughout the series.

6. Lands of Prophecy: The Dragon’s Journey
This travelogue-style book traces the Dragon Reborn’s path across the diverse
lands of the Wheel of Time world. It connects geographical locations with
specific prophecies and historical events. Readers experience the cultural
and mystical significance of the Dragon’s travels.

7. The Dragon’s Oath: Destiny and Duty
Exploring the personal commitments and sacrifices made by Rand al’Thor, this
book focuses on the theme of duty bound by prophecy. It examines the internal
conflicts between his desires and his destined role. Through character
studies, it portrays the human side of the legendary Dragon.

8. Threads of Fate: Weaving the Dragon’s Prophecy
This work delves into the larger cosmological framework of the Wheel of Time,
emphasizing how the Dragon’s prophecy is woven into the fabric of reality. It
discusses the interplay between the Pattern, the Wheel, and the Dragon’s
emergence. The book offers a mythic perspective on prophecy and renewal.

9. The Last Light: Hope and the Dragon’s Prophecy
Concluding the series of explorations, this book reflects on the themes of
hope, renewal, and the cyclical nature of time as foretold by the Dragon’s
prophecy. It considers the aftermath of the Last Battle and the rebuilding of
the world. The narrative celebrates the enduring spirit of the Dragon Reborn
and his legacy.
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