
the wish giver by bill brittain
the wish giver by bill brittain is a captivating children's novel that blends elements of fantasy and
moral lessons, making it a timeless read for young audiences. Authored by Bill Brittain, the story
revolves around a mysterious stranger who arrives in a small town, offering magical wishes that seem
too good to be true. This narrative explores themes of desire, consequence, and the true nature of
happiness, all woven into an engaging plot that keeps readers intrigued. Throughout this article, the
key aspects of the book will be examined, including its plot summary, central characters, underlying
themes, and literary significance. Additionally, insights into the author’s background and the book’s
reception will provide a comprehensive understanding of why "the wish giver by bill brittain" remains
an important work in children’s literature.
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Plot Summary of The Wish Giver
The wish giver by bill brittain presents a storyline centered on a mysterious figure named Thaddeus
Blinn who arrives in the town of Coven Tree. Blinn offers the townspeople magical wishes, granting
them three wishes each. However, these wishes come with unexpected and often ironic
consequences. The story follows the journey of three children—Ned, Tiffany, and Andy—each
receiving a wish that dramatically changes their lives. As the plot unfolds, readers witness the
challenges and surprises that accompany the fulfillment of desires, emphasizing the unpredictability
of getting exactly what one wishes for. The narrative structure is divided into distinct chapters, each
focusing on one of the children’s wishes and the outcomes that follow, creating a compelling and
cohesive storyline.

Key Events and Turning Points
The story’s progression is marked by significant events that highlight the consequences of the
children’s wishes. Ned wishes for money, which leads to unexpected complications involving a
runaway horse. Tiffany’s wish to be tall and beautiful results in social challenges rather than
happiness. Andy’s desire to be big and strong brings its own set of difficulties. These turning points
serve as lessons about the complexity of human desires and the importance of considering
consequences before making decisions.



Setting and Atmosphere
The novel is set in the quaint, rural town of Coven Tree, which adds an element of charm and
familiarity to the fantastical elements of the story. The setting serves as a backdrop that contrasts the
ordinary life of the townspeople with the extraordinary events sparked by the wishes. This blend of
realism and fantasy enhances the story’s appeal and reinforces the moral lessons embedded within
the narrative.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The wish giver by bill brittain features a cast of memorable characters who drive the story and its
underlying messages. Each character embodies distinct traits and motivations, making their
experiences with the magical wishes unique and instructive.

Thaddeus Blinn – The Wish Giver
Thaddeus Blinn is the enigmatic figure who offers the wishes. His character is shrouded in mystery,
and his role is pivotal as the catalyst for the events that unfold. Blinn represents the allure of easy
solutions and the temptation of instant gratification, challenging the characters to confront the true
meaning of their desires.

Ned, Tiffany, and Andy – The Wish Recipients
The three children each receive a wish, and their individual stories highlight different facets of human
nature and wish fulfillment. Ned is practical but learns that money is not a simple solution. Tiffany
grapples with issues of appearance and self-acceptance, while Andy’s wish reflects themes of
strength and identity. Their experiences provide varied perspectives on the consequences of wishes
and personal growth.

Supporting Characters
Other townspeople and family members contribute to the narrative by interacting with the main
characters and reflecting community values. These supporting roles enrich the story, providing
context and depth to the central themes.

Themes and Moral Lessons
The wish giver by bill brittain is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages, particularly
children learning about the complexities of choices and consequences.



The Double-Edged Nature of Wishes
The novel explores how wishes, while seemingly positive, can lead to unexpected outcomes. This
theme teaches readers to think critically about what they desire and to understand that every choice
has potential repercussions.

Happiness and Contentment
A central moral lesson is that true happiness often lies in appreciating what one already has. The
characters’ journeys reveal that external changes do not guarantee fulfillment, emphasizing the value
of inner contentment.

Responsibility and Consequences
The story underscores personal responsibility by showing how the characters must deal with the
results of their wishes. This theme encourages accountability and thoughtful decision-making.

List of Key Moral Lessons

Be careful what you wish for.

True happiness comes from within.

Every action has consequences.

Think before making important decisions.

Appreciate what you have.

Author Background: Bill Brittain
Bill Brittain was an accomplished author known for his contributions to children’s literature. He had a
unique ability to blend fantasy with real-life lessons, creating stories that are both entertaining and
educational. His background in education and literature informed his writing style, enabling him to
craft narratives that engage young readers while imparting valuable morals.

Career and Writing Style
Brittain’s career spanned several decades during which he wrote numerous books and stories. His
style is characterized by clear, accessible language, and imaginative plots that often incorporate
elements of folklore and fantasy. The wish giver by bill brittain exemplifies his approach to
storytelling, balancing magical elements with practical life lessons.



Influence and Legacy
Brittain’s works have influenced generations of readers and educators. His stories continue to be used
in classrooms to teach literary analysis and ethical reasoning. The wish giver remains one of his most
recognized and beloved books, frequently cited for its thoughtful treatment of childhood wishes and
consequences.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
The wish giver by bill brittain employs a narrative style that is both engaging and accessible, making
it ideal for middle-grade readers. The author uses a third-person omniscient point of view, allowing
insight into multiple characters’ thoughts and feelings.

Use of Language and Tone
Brittain’s language is straightforward yet evocative, combining simplicity with vivid descriptions. The
tone balances whimsy with seriousness, ensuring that the moral lessons resonate without
overwhelming the reader. Dialogue is natural and contributes to character development.

Structure and Pacing
The book’s structure divides the story into distinct sections focusing on each child’s wish, which
maintains reader interest and provides clear narrative arcs. The pacing is well-managed, with
moments of tension and resolution that keep the story dynamic and engaging.

Symbolism and Imagery
Symbolism plays a subtle role in the story, with the wishes themselves acting as metaphors for
human desires and the complexities of fulfillment. Imagery related to the rural setting and the
magical elements enhances the reading experience, creating a vivid mental picture for the audience.

Reception and Impact on Children’s Literature
The wish giver by bill brittain has been widely praised for its imaginative storytelling and meaningful
moral lessons. It has earned a place as a classic in children’s literature and is frequently
recommended by educators and librarians.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have lauded the book for its clever use of fantasy to explore real-world issues. The character
development, thematic depth, and engaging plot have been highlighted as strengths that contribute
to the book’s enduring popularity.



Educational Value
The novel is often incorporated into school curricula to encourage discussions about decision-making,
ethics, and the consequences of actions. Its clear messages and relatable characters make it an
effective tool for teaching valuable life lessons.

Long-Term Influence
Over the years, the wish giver by bill brittain has influenced other authors and storytellers in the
genre of children’s fantasy. Its approach to wish fulfillment and moral complexity remains relevant,
inspiring new generations of readers to think critically about their own wishes and choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Wish Giver' by Bill Brittain?
The main theme of 'The Wish Giver' is the idea that wishes and desires can have unintended
consequences, highlighting the importance of being careful what you wish for.

Who are the three main characters in 'The Wish Giver' and
what do they wish for?
The three main characters are Polly, Rowena, and Adam. Polly wishes to be the best dancer, Rowena
wishes for popularity, and Adam wishes to be rich.

How does Bill Brittain use the setting of Coven Tree in 'The
Wish Giver' to enhance the story?
Coven Tree is portrayed as a small, mysterious town where magical events can occur, which creates
an enchanting atmosphere that enhances the fantastical elements of the story.

What lesson do the characters learn by the end of 'The Wish
Giver'?
By the end of the story, the characters learn that getting exactly what they wish for does not
guarantee happiness and that true contentment comes from appreciating what they already have.

Why is 'The Wish Giver' considered a classic children's fantasy
book?
'The Wish Giver' is considered a classic because of its timeless moral lessons, engaging storytelling,
memorable characters, and imaginative plot that appeals to young readers and teaches valuable life
lessons.



Additional Resources
1. The Wish Giver by Bill Brittain
This is the original story about three children who receive magical wishes from a mysterious stranger.
Each wish leads to unexpected consequences, teaching important lessons about being careful what
you wish for. The book combines fantasy with moral lessons, making it a compelling read for middle-
grade readers.

2. The Wishing Spell by Chris Colfer
In this fantasy adventure, two siblings enter a magical world to break a curse and find their way
home. Along the way, they encounter fairy tale characters and learn about courage and friendship.
The book is the first in the "Land of Stories" series and is filled with imaginative twists.

3. The Secret of the Old Clock by Carolyn Keene
The first book in the Nancy Drew mystery series, this story involves uncovering secrets and solving
puzzles. Although not about wishes, it shares the theme of young protagonists facing challenges with
intelligence and bravery. It’s a classic that has inspired many young readers.

4. The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl
This short, whimsical tale features a girl who has a magical finger that punishes those who are mean
or cruel. The story explores themes of empathy and understanding through humorous consequences.
Roald Dahl’s unique storytelling style makes it enjoyable for children.

5. The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks
A boy discovers that his toy Indian figure comes to life when placed in a magical cupboard. The story
explores themes of responsibility and friendship, much like the moral lessons in The Wish Giver. It’s a
beloved classic that blends fantasy with real-world issues.

6. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
This science fantasy novel follows children traveling through space and time to rescue their father.
The story delves into themes of good versus evil, courage, and the power of love. It’s a timeless
classic that challenges readers to think deeply about the universe.

7. The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
This imaginative story follows a boy who travels to a magical land through a tollbooth, encountering
wordplay and riddles. Like The Wish Giver, it combines fantasy with lessons about learning and
curiosity. The book is known for its clever humor and creative storytelling.

8. The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
A young girl accidentally imbued with magical powers must learn to control her abilities and the
secrets of her village. This novel explores themes of power, sacrifice, and self-discovery. It’s a
beautifully written fantasy with rich characters and a compelling plot.

9. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
This is the story of a china rabbit who embarks on a transformative journey, learning about love and
loss. The narrative teaches important life lessons about empathy and compassion, similar to the
moral undertones in The Wish Giver. It’s a touching and poetic tale suitable for young readers.
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