
the world according to monsanto
documentary

the world according to monsanto documentary is a revealing film that explores the controversial
impact of Monsanto, one of the most powerful agribusiness corporations in the world. This
documentary delves into the company’s history, its influence on global agriculture, and the ethical
questions surrounding genetically modified organisms (GMOs), chemical herbicides, and corporate
practices. Through detailed investigation and interviews, the documentary sheds light on Monsanto’s
role in shaping modern food production and the environmental and health concerns linked to its
products. It also examines the regulatory challenges and public resistance faced by the corporation.
This article provides an in-depth analysis of the key themes presented in the world according to
monsanto documentary, offering valuable insights for those interested in environmental issues, food
safety, and corporate accountability. Below is a guide to the main topics covered in this article.

Overview of the World According to Monsanto Documentary

Monsanto’s Historical Background and Corporate Evolution

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and Agricultural Practices

Environmental and Health Concerns Associated with Monsanto

Regulatory and Legal Challenges Faced by Monsanto

Public Perception and Activism Against Monsanto

Overview of the World According to Monsanto
Documentary
The world according to monsanto documentary is an investigative film directed by Marie-Monique
Robin that critiques the practices and influence of Monsanto on global agriculture. Released in 2008,
the documentary provides an extensive account of Monsanto’s corporate strategies and the
consequences of its products on farmers, consumers, and ecosystems. The film employs interviews
with scientists, farmers, and activists to present a comprehensive picture of the controversies
surrounding Monsanto. It highlights the company’s development and promotion of genetically
engineered seeds and herbicides, particularly glyphosate-based products like Roundup. The
documentary’s narrative emphasizes the tension between technological innovation and ethical
considerations in food production.

Documentary’s Objectives and Impact
The primary objective of the world according to monsanto documentary is to raise awareness about
the potential risks and ethical dilemmas posed by Monsanto’s dominance in the agricultural sector. It



aims to inform the public about the implications of GMO crops and chemical herbicides on health and
biodiversity. Since its release, the documentary has influenced debates on agricultural biotechnology
and contributed to the global discourse on sustainable farming practices.

Monsanto’s Historical Background and Corporate
Evolution
Monsanto, founded in 1901, initially specialized in chemical products before becoming a leading force
in agricultural biotechnology. Over the decades, Monsanto expanded its portfolio to include
pesticides, herbicides, and genetically modified seeds. The company’s evolution reflects broader
trends in industrial agriculture and corporate consolidation within the seed and agrochemical
markets.

Early Years and Chemical Industry Roots
In its early years, Monsanto focused on industrial chemicals, including saccharin and PCBs. The
company’s involvement in producing controversial chemicals laid the groundwork for its later
scrutiny. Transitioning into agriculture during the mid-20th century, Monsanto developed herbicides
such as 2,4-D and later glyphosate, which became key products in modern farming.

Expansion into Biotechnology
The 1980s and 1990s marked Monsanto’s pivot toward genetic engineering. The company invested
heavily in developing genetically modified seeds designed to be resistant to its herbicides, creating a
tightly integrated product system. This strategy allowed Monsanto to dominate the GMO seed market
and promote widespread herbicide use.

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and
Agricultural Practices
The world according to monsanto documentary critically examines the proliferation of genetically
modified organisms in agriculture, spotlighting Monsanto’s role as a pioneer in GMO technology.
GMOs are engineered to possess traits such as herbicide resistance or pest resistance, which
Monsanto marketed as solutions to increase crop yields and reduce chemical usage.

Types of GMO Crops Introduced by Monsanto
Monsanto developed several GMO crops, including:

Roundup Ready soybeans, corn, and cotton designed to tolerate glyphosate herbicide

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) crops that produce natural insecticides



Other genetically engineered varieties aimed at improving yield and pest resistance

These innovations have transformed large-scale farming methods, emphasizing monoculture and
chemical inputs.

Controversies Surrounding GMO Adoption
The documentary highlights debates related to GMO safety, environmental impact, and
socioeconomic effects on farmers. Critics argue that GMO crops contribute to biodiversity loss,
pesticide resistance, and dependence on multinational corporations. Monsanto’s aggressive patent
enforcement and control over seed supplies have also raised ethical concerns.

Environmental and Health Concerns Associated with
Monsanto
The world according to monsanto documentary presents detailed accounts of environmental
degradation and health risks linked to Monsanto’s products. The widespread use of glyphosate
herbicides and genetically modified seeds has prompted scientific and public scrutiny.

Environmental Impact
The extensive application of glyphosate has been associated with soil degradation, contamination of
water sources, and harm to non-target organisms such as pollinators and beneficial insects. The
documentary documents cases of herbicide-resistant weeds emerging from repeated glyphosate use,
which complicates weed management and can lead to increased chemical application.

Health Risks and Scientific Debate
Concerns about glyphosate’s carcinogenic potential and the safety of GMO foods are central themes
in the documentary. While regulatory agencies have varying assessments, some independent studies
cited in the film suggest potential links between exposure to Monsanto’s chemicals and health
problems in humans, including farmers and agricultural workers.

Regulatory and Legal Challenges Faced by Monsanto
Monsanto’s business practices and product safety have prompted numerous legal battles and
regulatory scrutiny worldwide. The documentary explores how Monsanto has navigated regulatory
environments and responded to litigation.



Patent Enforcement and Legal Disputes
Monsanto is known for vigorously defending its seed patents, often suing farmers accused of saving
or replanting patented seeds. This approach has sparked controversy over farmers’ rights and
corporate control over the food supply. The documentary discusses several high-profile lawsuits and
their implications for agricultural communities.

Regulatory Approvals and Controversies
The approval processes for Monsanto’s GMO products and herbicides have faced criticism for alleged
conflicts of interest, regulatory capture, and insufficient safety testing. The documentary scrutinizes
the roles of agencies such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in approving Monsanto’s products.

Public Perception and Activism Against Monsanto
Public opposition to Monsanto has grown significantly, fueled by concerns about environmental
sustainability, food safety, and corporate ethics. The world according to monsanto documentary
captures the perspectives of activists, farmers, and organizations challenging Monsanto’s practices.

Global Movements and Campaigns
Numerous grassroots movements and international organizations have campaigned against
Monsanto’s influence, advocating for transparency, stricter regulations, and bans on certain products.
These movements emphasize the importance of organic farming, biodiversity, and food sovereignty.

Impact on Consumer Awareness
The documentary has played a role in increasing consumer awareness about GMOs and agrochemical
use. It has contributed to calls for labeling GMO products and promoting informed food choices. Public
pressure has led some retailers and countries to adopt policies restricting Monsanto’s genetically
engineered products.

Key Strategies Used by Activists

Organizing protests and public demonstrations

Engaging in legal challenges and lobbying for regulatory reforms

Promoting alternative agricultural models like agroecology and organic farming

Raising awareness through media and educational campaigns



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The World According to Monsanto' documentary
about?
The documentary explores the history and practices of Monsanto, a multinational agrochemical and
agricultural biotechnology corporation, focusing on its impact on the environment, health, and
farmers worldwide.

Who directed 'The World According to Monsanto'?
The documentary was directed by Marie-Monique Robin.

What are some key issues highlighted in 'The World According
to Monsanto'?
Key issues include Monsanto's role in genetically modified organisms (GMOs), pesticide production
like Roundup, legal battles with farmers, environmental contamination, and alleged influence over
regulatory agencies.

How does the documentary portray Monsanto's use of
genetically modified seeds?
The documentary portrays Monsanto's GMO seeds as controversial, highlighting concerns about
patenting life, farmers’ dependency on Monsanto’s seeds, and potential ecological and health risks.

Does the documentary discuss Monsanto's impact on farmers?
Yes, it discusses how Monsanto's policies and seed patenting have affected farmers, including
lawsuits against those accused of seed patent infringement and the financial pressures on small-scale
farmers.

What health concerns are raised in the documentary
regarding Monsanto's products?
The documentary raises concerns about the health effects of pesticides like glyphosate, commonly
used with Monsanto's GMO crops, and potential links to cancer and other illnesses.

How does 'The World According to Monsanto' address
environmental issues?
It highlights environmental damage caused by Monsanto's products, such as biodiversity loss, soil
degradation, and contamination of water sources due to pesticide use.



What is Monsanto's response to the criticisms presented in
the documentary?
Monsanto has historically defended its products as safe and essential for global food production,
disputing claims about health risks and emphasizing regulatory approvals.

Why is 'The World According to Monsanto' considered an
important documentary?
It is considered important because it exposes the complexities and controversies surrounding a
powerful corporation that significantly influences agriculture, food safety, and environmental policies
worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. The World According to Monsanto: Pollution, Corruption, and the Control of Our Food Supply
This book by Marie-Monique Robin is an investigative work that exposes the practices of the
multinational corporation Monsanto. It delves into the environmental and health impacts of
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and pesticides. The author examines Monsanto's influence on
agriculture, politics, and the global food supply, raising ethical and safety concerns.

2. Seeds of Deception: Exposing Industry and Government Lies About the Safety of the Genetically
Engineered Foods You're Eating
Written by Jeffrey M. Smith, this book reveals the hidden dangers of genetically engineered foods. It
provides scientific evidence and personal stories illustrating the risks posed by GMOs. Smith
challenges the regulatory system and encourages consumers to be aware of what they eat.

3. Genetically Modified Foods: Harmful or Helpful?
This book offers a balanced view of the GMO debate, exploring both the potential benefits and the
risks associated with genetically modified crops. It covers Monsanto's role in advancing biotechnology
in agriculture while addressing public health and environmental concerns. The book is suitable for
readers seeking an overview of the GMO controversy.

4. Foodopoly: The Battle Over the Future of Food and Farming in America
By Wenonah Hauter, this book investigates how large corporations like Monsanto dominate the food
industry. It discusses the consequences of corporate control on farmers, consumers, and the
environment. Hauter advocates for sustainable farming practices and greater transparency in the
food system.

5. Altered Genes, Twisted Truth: How the Venture to Genetically Engineer Our Food Has Subverted
Science, Corrupted Government, and Systematically Deceived the Public
This book, authored by Steven M. Druker, critiques the approval process of GMOs and the scientific
misconduct surrounding them. It highlights Monsanto's role in shaping policies and public perception.
Druker calls for rigorous scientific assessment and honest public discourse on genetic engineering.

6. The Poison Squad: One Chemist's Single-Minded Crusade for Food Safety at the Turn of the
Twentieth Century
While not directly about Monsanto or GMOs, this historical account by Deborah Blum explores the



origins of food safety regulations in America. It provides context for understanding the regulatory
environment that companies like Monsanto operate within. The story underscores the ongoing
struggle to protect public health in the food industry.

7. Tomorrow's Table: Organic Farming, Genetics, and the Future of Food
Written by Pamela C. Ronald and Raoul W. Adamchak, this book presents a collaborative perspective
on combining organic farming with genetic engineering. It offers a hopeful vision for the future of
agriculture that embraces innovation while respecting environmental sustainability. The authors aim
to bridge the gap between opposing views on GMOs.

8. GMOs Decoded: A Skeptic's View of Genetically Modified Food
This book provides a critical analysis of GMO technology and its impact on health and the
environment. It discusses Monsanto's business practices and the scientific controversies surrounding
genetically modified crops. The author encourages readers to question mainstream narratives and
seek independent research.

9. Feeding the World: An Economic History of Agriculture, 1800-2000
By Giovanni Federico, this book traces the development of global agriculture and the factors that
have shaped food production. It contextualizes the rise of biotechnology companies like Monsanto
within broader economic and technological trends. The book offers insight into the challenges of
feeding a growing population sustainably.
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