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The world on a turtles back analysis worksheet serves as a critical tool for understanding the rich
narrative of the Iroquois creation story, which provides insights into the cultural, spiritual, and
ecological perspectives of Native American peoples. This worksheet acts as a guide to dissect the
various elements of the story, enabling readers to engage deeply with its themes, characters, and
symbols. By analyzing the narrative, one can appreciate how the Iroquois worldview is intertwined
with their understanding of nature, gender roles, and the duality of existence. This article will
explore the significance of the story, key characters, thematic elements, and the pedagogical use of
the analysis worksheet.

Understanding the Iroquois Creation Story

The Iroquois creation story, often referred to as “The World on the Turtle's Back,” narrates the
origins of the earth and humanity from the perspective of the Iroquois people. This tale is filled with
vivid imagery and complex characters that reflect the values and beliefs of the Iroquois culture. The
story primarily revolves around a celestial woman who falls from the sky and the subsequent
creation of the earth on the back of a turtle.

Key Characters

1. Sky Woman: The central figure who falls from the sky world, embodying themes of fertility and
creation.

2. The Turtle: Symbolizes stability and the earth itself, providing a foundation for creation.

3. The Twins (Sky Man's Sons): Represent duality and balance; one embodies creation and harmony,
while the other represents chaos and destruction.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins with the Sky Woman, who is pregnant and falls from the Sky World. As she
descends, various animals attempt to help her. A great turtle offers his back to her, and thus the
earth begins to take shape. The story unfolds with the birth of her twin sons, who symbolize the
conflict between good and evil, light and darkness, and creation and destruction. Their rivalry leads
to the establishment of the natural world as we know it.

Thematic Elements

The Iroquois creation story is rich with themes that resonate deeply with the cultural values of the
Iroquois people.



1. Duality and Balance

One of the most prominent themes is duality. The twins represent opposing forces, illustrating the
balance that exists in nature. This theme is reflective of the Iroquois belief in harmony within the
universe, where both creation and destruction are necessary for life to thrive.

- Good vs. Evil: The twins constantly conflict, representing the eternal struggle between benevolent
and malevolent forces.

- Light vs. Darkness: This opposition highlights the cyclical nature of life and the necessity of both
elements for growth.

2. Nature and Environment

Nature plays a significant role in the story, emphasizing the interconnectedness of all living beings.
The turtle, as the foundation of the earth, symbolizes the importance of the natural world in Iroquois
culture.

- Respect for Nature: The narrative teaches the importance of living in harmony with the
environment.

- Creation as a Living Process: The story illustrates that creation is ongoing, reflecting the Iroquois
view that humans are but one part of the broader ecological system.

3. Gender Roles

The story also delves into themes of gender and the roles of women within Iroquois society.

- Sky Woman as a Creator: Her role in the creation emphasizes the reverence for feminine power
and the importance of women in the continuity of life.

- Balance of Masculine and Feminine: The twins' dynamic illustrates the necessity of both male and
female energies in the creation and sustenance of life.

Symbolism in the Story

The world on a turtles back analysis worksheet helps to identify and interpret the various symbols
present in the narrative.

1. The Turtle

The turtle is a powerful symbol in the story. It represents the earth itself and serves as a foundation
for all life. The act of the turtle carrying the weight of the world signifies stability, patience, and the
nurturing aspect of the earth.



2. The Sky Woman

The Sky Woman symbolizes fertility, creation, and the nurturing aspects of the universe. Her descent
and subsequent actions highlight the themes of motherhood and the generative forces within nature.

3. The Twins

The twins serve as a representation of the dual forces in life. Their ongoing conflict and resolutions
encapsulate the idea that both opposing forces are essential for balance and harmony.

Pedagogical Use of the Analysis Worksheet

The world on a turtles back analysis worksheet can be an invaluable resource in educational
settings. It can guide students through a structured exploration of the story, encouraging critical
thinking and deeper understanding of its themes and characters.

1. Engaging with the Text

The worksheet can include prompts that encourage students to delve into the text, such as:

- What do the actions of the Sky Woman signify about the role of women in creation?
- How does the conflict between the twins reflect real-world issues we face today?

2. Comparative Analysis

Students can use the worksheet to compare the Iroquois creation story with other cultural
narratives. This promotes an understanding of how different cultures approach the concept of
creation and the values they hold.

- Compare with Genesis: How do the creation stories differ in their portrayal of gender roles?
- Explore similarities with other Native American creation myths to identify common themes.

3. Creative Expression

Encourage students to express their interpretations of the story through various forms of media.
This could include:

- Art: Create visual representations of the characters and themes.
- Writing: Compose alternative endings or modern retellings of the story.



Conclusion

In summary, the world on a turtles back analysis worksheet serves as a comprehensive tool for
exploring the Iroquois creation story. By examining the narrative's characters, themes, and symbols,
students and readers can gain deeper insights into the Iroquois worldview, which emphasizes
duality, respect for nature, and the importance of gender balance. The pedagogical use of the
worksheet fosters critical thinking, comparative analysis, and creative expression, making it an
essential resource for understanding not only this particular story but also the broader cultural
context from which it arises. As we engage with such narratives, we foster a greater appreciation for
the diverse perspectives that shape human understanding of existence and our place in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The World on the Turtle's Back'?

The central theme revolves around the duality of existence, exploring the balance between good and
evil, as well as the harmony between nature and humanity.

How does the creation story in ‘'The World on the Turtle's
Back' reflect Native American beliefs?

The creation story reflects Native American beliefs by emphasizing the interconnectedness of all
living things and the importance of nature in shaping human existence.

What role do the twin brothers play in ‘'The World on the
Turtle's Back'?

The twin brothers symbolize the eternal struggle between opposing forces, with one representing
creation and harmony while the other embodies chaos and destruction.

How does the turtle serve as a symbol in the story?

The turtle symbolizes stability and support in the natural world, as it carries the earth on its back,
representing the foundation of life for many Native cultures.

What lessons can be drawn from the conflict between the
twins in the narrative?

The conflict teaches that balance is essential in life, illustrating how opposing forces can lead to
growth and the importance of understanding one's own nature.

In what ways does the story address gender roles?

The story addresses gender roles by showcasing the strength and wisdom of female characters, such
as the Sky Woman, who plays a crucial role in creation and maintaining balance.



What is the significance of dreams in ‘'The World on the
Turtle's Back'?

Dreams in the story serve as a connection to the spiritual realm, guiding characters in their actions
and decisions, reflecting the importance of intuition and the unseen forces in life.
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