
the world on the turtles back answer key
The world on the turtles back answer key is often sought after by students and educators alike
when studying one of the most significant Native American creation myths. This story, originating
from the Iroquois culture, provides a rich tapestry of themes, characters, and moral lessons that can
be explored in depth. In this article, we will delve into the narrative elements of "The World on the
Turtle's Back," analyze its themes and characters, and provide insights that can aid in understanding
this captivating myth.

Overview of "The World on the Turtle's Back"

"The World on the Turtle's Back" is a creation story that explains how the earth was formed and
populated. The narrative centers around a pregnant woman who falls from the sky world and lands on
the back of a giant turtle, which becomes the earth. The story is rich with symbolism and offers
profound insights into the Iroquois worldview.

Key Characters

The story features several key characters, each playing a pivotal role in the unfolding narrative:

1. Sky Woman: The primary figure who falls from the sky world. Her journey sets the stage for the
creation of the earth.
2. The Turtle: A vital character that provides the foundation for the earth by offering its back for the
Sky Woman to land on.
3. The Two Brothers: Often referred to as the Left-Handed Twin (who embodies chaos and disorder)
and the Right-Handed Twin (who represents harmony and order). Their conflict leads to the
establishment of balance in the world.
4. The Animals: Various animals assist Sky Woman in her quest to create land from the water.

The Plot of the Story

The narrative begins with the Sky Woman, who is pregnant and falls through a hole in the sky world.
As she descends, she is supported by the animals of the sea who attempt to help her. Ultimately, the
turtle offers its back as a platform for her.

Once on the turtle, Sky Woman plants seeds from the sky world, which grow into various plants and
trees, creating the earth. The birth of her daughter, who later gives birth to the twins, marks a
significant turning point in the story.

The Birth of the Twins



The twins, born from the Sky Woman's daughter, exhibit contrasting personalities and philosophies.
Their rivalry leads to the creation of various elements of the world:

- The Left-Handed Twin: Creates predatory animals, thorns, and chaos.
- The Right-Handed Twin: Creates gentle animals, plants for food, and harmony.

Their ongoing conflict symbolizes the duality of nature and the balance that must be maintained in
the world. This dichotomy reflects the Iroquois belief in the necessity of opposing forces in existence.

The Themes of the Story

Several themes emerge from "The World on the Turtle's Back," reflecting the values and beliefs of the
Iroquois culture.

Creation and Balance

At its core, the story illustrates the theme of creation. The act of creating the earth on the turtle's
back signifies the importance of nature and the interconnectedness of all living things. The twins’
rivalry emphasizes the need for balance between opposing forces, as both chaos and order are
essential for harmony in the universe.

Gender Roles

The story also delves into gender roles, showcasing the power of women through the character of Sky
Woman. Her strength and agency in the creation process highlight the significant role women play in
the Iroquois society, challenging traditional patriarchal narratives.

Respect for Nature

The interactions between the characters and the natural world depict a deep respect for nature. The
animals' willingness to help Sky Woman illustrates the idea that all living beings are interconnected
and should work together for the greater good.

Symbolism in the Story

The narrative is rich in symbolism, which adds depth to its interpretation. Here are some key symbolic
elements:

The Turtle: Represents the earth and the idea of support and stability.



The Sky World: Symbolizes the spiritual realm and the origin of life.

Water: Represents the unknown and the source of life, as well as the challenges faced in
creation.

The Twins: Embody the duality of existence and the necessary balance between good and evil.

Teaching and Learning from the Story

Understanding "The World on the Turtle's Back" offers valuable lessons not only for students of
literature but also for anyone seeking to appreciate the cultural heritage of the Iroquois. Here are
some ways to engage with the story:

Discussion Questions: Encourage critical thinking by posing questions such as:1.

What does the conflict between the twins suggest about human nature?

How does the story reflect the Iroquois understanding of the world?

Creative Assignments: Invite students to rewrite the story from the perspective of one of the2.
characters or create their own myth.

Art Projects: Have students illustrate scenes from the story or create a visual representation3.
of the themes and symbols.

Conclusion

"The World on the Turtle's Back" serves as a profound narrative that encapsulates the Iroquois
worldview, emphasizing themes of creation, balance, and respect for nature. By exploring the
characters, themes, and symbolism within the story, readers can gain a deeper appreciation of Native
American culture and the moral lessons embedded in their myths. Understanding the answer key to
this story not only enhances comprehension but also allows for a richer engagement with the text and
its cultural significance. As we continue to learn from these ancient tales, we can apply their wisdom
to contemporary issues, fostering a greater understanding of our interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of 'The World on the Turtle's Back'?
The central theme revolves around the duality of creation, balance in nature, and the interplay
between good and evil.

Who are the main characters in 'The World on the Turtle's
Back'?
The main characters include the Sky Woman, her two sons (the Right-Handed Twin and the Left-
Handed Twin), and the Great Turtle who supports the world.

How does the Sky Woman create the Earth in the story?
The Sky Woman falls from the sky and lands on the back of a great turtle, which expands to create
the Earth as she plants seeds.

What do the Right-Handed and Left-Handed Twins symbolize?
The Right-Handed Twin symbolizes order, goodness, and harmony, while the Left-Handed Twin
symbolizes chaos, disorder, and conflict.

What is the significance of the twins' struggle in the
narrative?
Their struggle represents the ongoing conflict between opposing forces in nature and the balance that
must be maintained.

What role does the Great Turtle play in the creation story?
The Great Turtle acts as the foundation of the Earth, supporting it and enabling the creation of life.

How does 'The World on the Turtle's Back' reflect Native
American beliefs?
It reflects beliefs about the interconnectedness of all living things, the importance of balance, and the
reverence for nature.

What happens to the Left-Handed Twin at the end of the
story?
The Left-Handed Twin is ultimately defeated by the Right-Handed Twin but continues to influence the
world through chaos and disorder.

How does the story explain the existence of different animals



and plants?
The story illustrates how the twins created various plants and animals to fulfill different roles in the
ecosystem, promoting diversity in life.

What lessons can be learned from 'The World on the Turtle's
Back'?
Lessons include the importance of balance in life, the coexistence of opposites, and the respect for
nature and its cycles.
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