the world on the turtles back
worksheet

The World on the Turtle's Back Worksheet is an educational resource used to
explore and analyze the Iroquois creation myth, "The World on the Turtle's
Back." This myth is a crucial part of Iroquois culture and spirituality,
providing insight into their beliefs, values, and understanding of the
natural world. The worksheet typically encourages students to engage with the
text in a meaningful way by prompting them to consider themes, characters,
and the narrative structure of the story. In this article, we will delve into
the significance of the myth, the elements commonly found in worksheets, and
the broader implications of the story in both cultural and literary contexts.

Understanding the Iroquois Creation Myth

Origins and Significance

The Iroquois creation myth, "The World on the Turtle's Back," originates from
the Iroquois Confederacy, which includes the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Seneca, and later the Tuscarora nations. This myth serves as a
foundational narrative that explains the origins of the world, humanity, and
the balance of nature. The story reflects the Iroquois' deep connection to
nature and their belief in the duality of existence, represented by the
characters of the Sky Woman and her twin sons, who embody the principles of
good and evil.

Key Characters

The myth features several important characters, each playing a critical role
in the narrative:

1. Sky Woman: The central figure who falls from the Sky World and 1is
instrumental in creating the Earth.

2. The Turtle: Represents stability and the Earth itself, as Sky Woman lands
on its back.

3. The Twins (Good Mind and Evil Mind): Born from Sky Woman, they symbolize
the duality of existence and the balance of good and evil in the world.

4. Various Animals: Creatures like the beaver and otter, which assist in the
creation process and demonstrate the interconnectedness of life.

Components of the Worksheet

A typical "World on the Turtle's Back" worksheet is designed to guide
students through the story, encouraging critical thinking and personal
reflection. Below are common components found in such worksheets:



Reading Comprehension Questions

These questions help students engage with the text and ensure they understand
key elements of the narrative. Examples include:

— What motivates Sky Woman to fall from the Sky World?

— How does the Turtle contribute to the creation of the Earth?

— Describe the relationship between the two brothers and how it affects the
world.

Character Analysis

Students often analyze key characters, exploring their motivations and
significance in the story. This section may include:

— Describing the qualities of Sky Woman and her impact on creation.

— Discussing how the Twins represent different aspects of humanity and
nature.

- Exploring the symbolism of the Turtle and its role in the myth.

Thematic Exploration

Worksheets may encourage students to explore major themes throughout the
myth, such as:

— The balance of nature: How do the actions of the Twins affect the world?

— The significance of women in creation: What role does Sky Woman play in the
narrative?

- The duality of existence: How do good and evil coexist in the story?

Creative Activities

To foster engagement, worksheets often include creative activities. These may
involve:

— Drawing a scene from the myth and explaining its significance.

- Writing a short story or alternative ending based on the themes of the
myth.

- Creating a character map that illustrates the relationships between
characters.

Impacts of the Myth

Cultural Relevance

"The World on the Turtle's Back" is not merely a story; it is a vital part of
Iroquois culture. It provides a framework for understanding their worldview
and serves as a teaching tool for passing down values and beliefs to future



generations. The myth emphasizes the importance of harmony with nature,
respect for all living beings, and the understanding that life is a balance
of opposing forces.

Literary Significance

From a literary perspective, the myth is rich in symbolism and offers
insights into narrative structures common in oral traditions. Key aspects
include:

— Symbolism: The Turtle as a symbol of the Earth, the duality of the Twins
representing conflicting forces in life, and the role of Sky Woman as a
mother figure.

- Narrative Techniques: The use of dialogue, imagery, and repetition to
convey moral lessons and cultural values.

— Themes: The exploration of creation, the importance of balance, and the
interconnectedness of all living things.

Educational Applications

In the Classroom

Teachers can use "The World on the Turtle's Back" worksheet in various ways
to enhance students' learning experiences:

1. Discussion Groups: Facilitate group discussions about the themes and
characters, encouraging students to share personal interpretations and
insights.

2. Comparative Analysis: Compare this myth with creation stories from other
cultures, highlighting similarities and differences in beliefs and narrative
Structures.

3. Research Projects: Assign students to research the Iroquois Confederacy,
their history, and other myths, enhancing their understanding of cultural
context.

At Home

Parents can encourage their children to engage with the myth in a fun and
educational manner by:

- Reading the myth together and discussing its implications.

- Encouraging creative projects, such as drawing or crafting based on the
story.

- Exploring nature and discussing how the themes of the myth relate to their
surroundings.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the World on the Turtle's Back Worksheet is an invaluable
educational tool that serves to explore the rich cultural heritage of the
Iroquois people. By engaging with the myth through reading comprehension,
character analysis, and thematic exploration, students gain a deeper
understanding of the Iroquois worldview and the significant lessons embedded
within their creation story. The myth's emphasis on balance, respect for
nature, and the duality of existence remains relevant today, offering
insights that can inform contemporary discussions about ecology, ethics, and
community. As we study and appreciate these narratives, we honor the wisdom
of Indigenous cultures and their enduring contributions to our understanding
of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The World on the Turtle's
Back'?

The main theme revolves around the creation of the world and the balance
between opposing forces, such as good and evil, and the duality of nature.

Who are the primary characters in 'The World on the
Turtle's Back'?

The primary characters include the Sky Woman, the Turtle, and the twin
brothers, Good Mind and Evil Mind.

How does the Sky Woman end up on the turtle's back?

The Sky Woman falls from the Sky World when she is pushed by her husband and
lands on the back of a great turtle, which later becomes the Earth.

What role do the twin brothers play in the story?

The twin brothers symbolize the balance of good and evil; Good Mind creates
beneficial aspects of nature, while Evil Mind brings chaos and destruction.

What does the turtle represent in the story?

The turtle represents the Earth itself, serving as a foundation for life and
symbolizing strength and resilience.

What cultural significance does 'The World on the
Turtle's Back' have?
It is an important creation myth in many Native American cultures,

illustrating their beliefs about the origins of the world and the
interconnectedness of all living things.



How is the concept of duality portrayed in the story?

Duality is portrayed through the contrasting actions and creations of the
twin brothers, showcasing how both good and evil are necessary for balance in
the world.

What lessons can be learned from 'The World on the
Turtle's Back'?

Lessons include the importance of harmony with nature, the consequences of
actions, and the understanding that both positive and negative forces shape
our reality.

How does the story connect to environmental themes?

The story emphasizes respect for nature and the balance of ecosystems,
highlighting the need to understand and appreciate the natural world.
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