
the world wars episode 2 a rising
threat answer key

The world wars episode 2 a rising threat answer key serves as a pivotal
resource for understanding the complexities and events leading up to World
War II. This episode of the acclaimed documentary series "The World Wars"
delves into the political, social, and military factors that contributed to
the escalating tensions in Europe and beyond. This article will explore the
key themes, events, and figures presented in the episode while providing a
comprehensive answer key for viewers and students seeking deeper insights.

Overview of Episode 2: A Rising Threat

In "The World Wars" Episode 2, titled "A Rising Threat," the narrative
focuses on the interwar period, particularly the rise of totalitarian regimes
in Germany, Italy, and Japan. The episode illustrates how the Treaty of
Versailles, economic instability, and the failures of the League of Nations
created a fertile ground for aggressive nationalism and militarism. It sets
the stage for the eventual outbreak of World War II.

Key Themes

1. Totalitarianism
Totalitarian regimes emerged in the aftermath of World War I, characterized
by centralized control, suppression of dissent, and aggressive nationalism.
This section examines:

- Germany: Adolf Hitler's rise to power through the National Socialist German
Workers' Party (Nazi Party).
- Italy: Benito Mussolini's fascist regime that emphasized authoritarian rule
and expansionist policies.
- Japan: Militaristic leaders who sought to expand Japanese territory and
influence in Asia.

2. Economic Factors
The Great Depression of the 1930s had far-reaching consequences that
destabilized nations and fueled extremist ideologies. Key points include:

- Economic hardship leading to social unrest and the questioning of
democratic governments.
- The appeal of radical solutions offered by totalitarian regimes.
- The role of economic recovery programs and their impact on militarization.

3. International Relations and Alliances
The failure of the League of Nations and the policy of appeasement were
critical in shaping the geopolitical landscape. Important aspects include:

- The ineffectiveness of the League of Nations in preventing aggression.
- The Munich Agreement of 1938 and its consequences.
- The shifting alliances, including the Axis Powers and the Allied Powers.



Key Events Leading to World War II

The episode outlines several significant events that contributed to the
rising threat of war. These events not only shaped the course of history but
also illustrate the international tensions of the time.

1. The Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, formally ended World War I but
imposed harsh reparations and territorial losses on Germany. Key outcomes
included:

- Resentment in Germany: Many Germans felt humiliated and believed that the
treaty was excessively punitive.
- Economic Burden: The reparations created severe economic hardship,
contributing to hyperinflation and unemployment.
- Rise of Extremism: The discontent paved the way for extremist parties like
the Nazis to gain support.

2. The Rise of Adolf Hitler

Adolf Hitler's ascent to power was a crucial turning point. Important
elements include:

- Propaganda and Charisma: Hitler's ability to galvanize the public through
powerful oratory and propaganda.
- Political Maneuvering: His appointment as Chancellor in 1933 and the
subsequent consolidation of power.
- Expansionist Policies: The remilitarization of the Rhineland and the
annexation of Austria (Anschluss) in 1938.

3. The Spanish Civil War (1936-1939)

The Spanish Civil War served as a precursor to World War II and a
battleground for ideological conflict. Key points include:

- Fascist Support: Italy and Germany provided military aid to Francisco
Franco, showcasing the alignment of fascist powers.
- International Brigades: Volunteers from various countries fought for the
Republican side, highlighting the global ideological divide.
- Outcome: The victory of Franco solidified fascism in Spain and further
emboldened Hitler and Mussolini.

4. The Munich Agreement

The Munich Agreement of 1938 is often cited as a prime example of the policy
of appeasement. Important aspects include:

- Ceding Territory: Britain and France allowed Germany to annex the
Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia in hopes of preventing war.



- Failed Diplomacy: The agreement did not stop Hitler's ambitions, ultimately
leading to his invasion of Poland in 1939.
- Lessons Learned: The failure of appeasement highlighted the need for a more
robust response to totalitarian aggression.

Key Figures in Episode 2

The episode features several influential figures whose actions significantly
impacted the course of events leading to World War II. Understanding their
roles is essential for comprehending the complexities of the era.

1. Adolf Hitler

- Background: Hitler’s early life, including his experiences in World War I
and his ideological formation.
- Leadership Style: His methods of control, including the use of propaganda
and terror through the Gestapo.
- Vision for Germany: His expansionist vision, which aimed for Lebensraum
("living space") for the German people.

2. Benito Mussolini

- Rise to Power: Mussolini's establishment of a fascist regime in Italy and
his role as a model for other dictators.
- Aggressive Foreign Policy: His invasions of Ethiopia and Albania as part of
Italy's imperial ambitions.

3. Franklin D. Roosevelt

- Diplomatic Challenges: Roosevelt's struggle to
maintain American neutrality while responding to
European aggression.
- New Deal Policies: The impact of domestic policies
on foreign relations and military preparedness.

4. Winston Churchill

- Pre-War Stance: Churchill's early warnings about
the dangers of Hitler and the need for collective
security.
- Leadership During War: His eventual rise to



prominence as a crucial figure in the British
response to the Axis powers.

Conclusion

The world wars episode 2 a rising threat answer key
provides valuable insights into the factors that led
to the outbreak of World War II. By examining the
rise of totalitarian regimes, the failures of
international diplomacy, and the key figures who
shaped the era, viewers gain a comprehensive
understanding of this tumultuous period in history.
The episode serves as a reminder of the consequences
of unchecked aggression and the importance of
vigilance in the face of rising threats. It not only
educates about the past but also provides lessons
that remain relevant in today's geopolitical climate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of World War II as
discussed in Episode 2?

The main causes included the Treaty of Versailles,
the rise of fascism, economic instability from the
Great Depression, and aggressive expansion by Axis
powers.

How did the rise of totalitarian regimes contribute
to the outbreak of World War II?

Totalitarian regimes, particularly in Germany, Italy,
and Japan, pursued aggressive expansionist policies
that disregarded international treaties, leading to



increased tensions and eventual conflict.

What role did the League of Nations play in the
events leading up to World War II?

The League of Nations failed to prevent aggression by
Axis powers due to its lack of enforcement
capability, leading to its diminished credibility and
the rise of war.

What was the significance of the Munich Agreement in
the context of World War II?

The Munich Agreement allowed Hitler to annex the
Sudetenland without facing military opposition, which
emboldened him and demonstrated the policy of
appeasement adopted by Britain and France.

How did economic factors influence the rise of
militarism in Japan?

Japan faced severe economic hardship during the Great
Depression, prompting military leaders to advocate
for expansion into neighboring territories to secure
resources and markets.

Who were the key figures involved in the early stages
of World War II?

Key figures included Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini,
and Emperor Hirohito, who led their nations into
aggressive military campaigns.



What was the impact of propaganda during the lead-up
to World War II?

Propaganda was used extensively by totalitarian
regimes to rally public support for the war, demonize
enemies, and promote nationalist sentiments.

What was the significance of the invasion of Poland
in 1939?

The invasion of Poland marked the official start of
World War II, leading Britain and France to declare
war on Germany due to their commitments to defend
Polish sovereignty.

How did the failure of diplomacy contribute to the
escalation of conflict prior to World War II?

Diplomatic efforts, such as negotiations and
treaties, often failed due to the aggressive stances
of Axis powers, ultimately leading to a breakdown in
peace and the onset of war.
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