the worlds of big finish

The Worlds of Big Finish refer to the expansive and imaginative universe created by Big Finish
Productions, a British company known for its audio dramas. Established in 1996, Big Finish has
carved a niche for itself in the realm of audio storytelling, particularly through its association with
the long-running British science fiction television series, Doctor Who. With a rich catalog that
encompasses various genres, characters, and narratives, the worlds of Big Finish offer a unique
blend of nostalgia, innovation, and fan engagement. This article explores the many facets of Big
Finish Productions, its impact on the Doctor Who franchise, and the broader implications of its
creative endeavors.

What is Big Finish Productions?

Big Finish Productions was founded by Gary Russell and Jason Haigh-Ellery, initially focusing on
producing audio dramas based on Doctor Who. The company has since expanded its repertoire,
producing original stories and adaptations across various franchises, including:

e The Avengers

e Blake's 7

e Stargate

e Warhammer 40,000

e Many original works

The hallmark of Big Finish is its dedication to high production values, engaging writing, and a deep
respect for the source material. This has garnered a loyal fanbase and critical acclaim, allowing Big
Finish to thrive in an era dominated by visual media.

The Doctor Who Connection

Doctor Who is undoubtedly the crown jewel of Big Finish's offerings. The company began producing
audio dramas featuring the Doctor in 1999, starting with the Eighth Doctor, portrayed by Paul
McGann. This venture not only revitalized interest in the character but also provided fans with new
adventures during the hiatus between the classic series and the revival in 2005.

Expanding the Doctor Who Universe



Big Finish has significantly expanded the Doctor Who universe through various means:

1. The Eighth Doctor Adventures: The initial series starring Paul McGann introduced listeners to a
rich tapestry of new characters and storylines, establishing a foundation for subsequent series.

2. Companion Chronicles: This unique format allowed companions of the Doctor to narrate their own
stories, providing different perspectives and deepening character development.

3. The Lost Stories: Big Finish produced audio adaptations of unmade scripts from the classic series,
giving fans a chance to experience stories that never made it to television.

4. Classic Doctors, New Monsters: This series brought together various incarnations of the Doctor
and introduced them to new foes, blending classic characters with fresh narratives.

5. The War Doctor: John Hurt’s portrayal of the War Doctor in the 50th-anniversary special, "The
Day of the Doctor," led to a series of audio dramas exploring this complex character further.

Notable Series and Releases

Some of the most acclaimed series and releases from Big Finish include:

- Dark Eyes: A critically lauded Eighth Doctor box set that introduced new companions and villains,
showcasing the darker aspects of the character.

- Gallifrey: A series focusing on the politics and intrigue of the Time Lords, offering a deeper
exploration of the Doctor’s home planet.

- Torchwood: Big Finish has produced audio dramas featuring characters from the Torchwood
franchise, further expanding the narrative universe established in the television series.

The Appeal of Audio Drama

The rise of audio dramas can be attributed to various factors that make them appealing to a wide
audience:

1. Imagination: Audio dramas stimulate the listener's imagination, allowing them to create their own
visual interpretations of the stories.

2. Accessibility: With the advent of streaming services and podcasts, audio content has become
easily accessible, appealing to those who prefer listening over reading or watching.

3. Nostalgia: For many fans, audio dramas evoke a sense of nostalgia for classic storytelling,
reminiscent of radio plays from earlier decades.

4. Engagement: The immersive nature of audio storytelling fosters a strong connection between the
listener and the characters, making the experience more engaging.



The Creative Team Behind Big Finish

A significant factor in the success of Big Finish is its creative team, which includes writers,
directors, and performers who are passionate about their craft. Many of these individuals have a
deep understanding of the source material, contributing to the authenticity of the stories.

Writers and Directors

Big Finish has collaborated with a plethora of talented writers and directors, including:

- Nicholas Briggs: Known for his portrayal of the Daleks and Cybermen, as well as his work as a
writer and director, Briggs has been a pivotal figure in Big Finish’s success.

- Mark Gatiss: A writer and actor known for his work on Doctor Who and Sherlock, Gatiss has
penned several acclaimed audio dramas for Big Finish.

- Jago & Litefoot: The characters from the classic Doctor Who serial "The Talons of Weng-Chiang"
were brought back in their own series, showcasing the versatility of Big Finish's storytelling.

Performers

Big Finish has attracted many actors from the television series, including:

- David Tennant: The Tenth Doctor has reprised his role in various audio dramas, much to the delight
of fans.

- Tom Baker: The Fourth Doctor's return in audio form has been highly praised, allowing him to
continue his iconic portrayal.

The Future of Big Finish

As of 2023, Big Finish Productions continues to innovate and expand its offerings. The company has
embraced new technologies and storytelling formats, including:

1. Interactive Audio: Big Finish has experimented with interactive audio dramas, allowing listeners
to make choices that affect the storyline.

2. Expanded Universe Projects: New series and spin-offs are continually being developed, ensuring
that fans have a wealth of content to explore.

3. Collaborations: Big Finish has partnered with various franchises, expanding its reach and
showcasing the versatility of audio drama.



Conclusion

The worlds of Big Finish encapsulate a rich and diverse landscape of storytelling that resonates with
fans of Doctor Who and beyond. Through its dedication to high-quality productions, innovative
narratives, and a deep respect for its source material, Big Finish has not only revitalized interest in
classic characters but also paved the way for new stories to emerge. As the company continues to
evolve and adapt, it remains a vital part of the audio drama landscape, inviting listeners to immerse
themselves in fantastical worlds where imagination knows no bounds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Big Finish Productions known for?

Big Finish Productions is known for producing audio dramas and adaptations, particularly in the
realms of science fiction and fantasy, with a strong focus on the Doctor Who franchise.

How does Big Finish expand the Doctor Who universe?

Big Finish expands the Doctor Who universe by creating original stories featuring past Doctors,
companions, and villains, as well as spin-off series that explore different aspects of the Whoniverse.

What are some popular spin-off series produced by Big Finish?

Some popular spin-off series produced by Big Finish include 'Torchwood', 'The Sarah Jane
Adventures', and 'Class', which delve into the stories of characters outside the main Doctor Who
narrative.

How does Big Finish involve fans in their productions?

Big Finish involves fans by offering opportunities for fan input through crowdfunding campaigns, fan
events, and exclusive content that can be accessed through memberships.

What is the significance of the Big Finish Main Range?

The Big Finish Main Range is significant as it is the cornerstone of their Doctor Who audio dramas,
featuring a wide variety of stories that span different Doctors and eras, contributing to the overall
lore.

Are there any collaborations with classic Doctor Who actors?

Yes, Big Finish frequently collaborates with classic Doctor Who actors, allowing them to reprise their
roles and add depth to their characters through new audio stories.

What innovations has Big Finish introduced in audio



storytelling?

Big Finish has introduced innovations such as multi-Doctor stories, crossovers with other franchises,
and high-quality production values that include sound effects and musical scoring to enhance the
audio experience.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected Big Finish
productions?

The COVID-19 pandemic initially caused delays in production due to lockdowns, but Big Finish
adapted by utilizing remote recording technology, allowing them to continue producing content and
even explore new storytelling formats.
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