
the writing program student handbook
The Writing Program Student Handbook serves as an essential resource for students enrolled in
writing courses. It outlines the expectations, resources, and guidelines that will help students
navigate their academic journey in writing. This handbook is designed to support students in
developing their writing skills, understanding academic integrity, and utilizing available resources
effectively. By following the guidelines set forth in this handbook, students can enhance their writing
abilities, foster creativity, and achieve their academic goals.

Introduction to the Writing Program

The writing program is designed to help students at various stages of their academic careers improve
their writing skills. Whether students are just beginning their journey or looking to refine their craft,
the program offers a range of courses tailored to various skill levels. The handbook provides an
overview of the program's structure, including course offerings, faculty qualifications, and the overall
mission of the writing program.

Mission Statement

The mission of the writing program is to cultivate effective writers who can communicate clearly and
persuasively across diverse contexts. The program aims to:

1. Foster critical thinking through writing.
2. Encourage creativity and self-expression.
3. Equip students with practical writing skills applicable in academic and professional settings.
4. Promote collaboration and feedback among peers to enhance the writing process.

Course Structure and Requirements

Understanding the structure of the writing program is crucial for students as they plan their academic
paths. The program typically consists of several foundational courses, advanced writing workshops,
and specialized courses.

Foundational Courses

Foundational courses focus on developing basic writing skills and typically include:

1. Introduction to Academic Writing - An overview of the writing process, including drafting, revising,
and editing essays.
2. Research and Writing - Instruction on conducting research and integrating sources into writing
effectively.



3. Creative Writing - An exploration of fiction, poetry, and other creative forms, emphasizing narrative
structure and style.

Advanced Writing Workshops

Once foundational skills are mastered, students can progress to advanced workshops, which may
include:

1. Advanced Academic Writing - Focus on writing complex arguments and engaging with scholarly
texts.
2. Writing for Digital Media - Techniques for crafting content for online platforms, including blogs and
social media.
3. Professional Writing - Emphasis on writing in business contexts, including proposals, reports, and
resumes.

Specialized Courses

Specialized courses allow students to explore niche areas within writing, such as:

1. Technical Writing - Development of clear and concise documentation for technical subjects.
2. Writing for the Public Sphere - Engaging with issues of public interest through persuasive writing.
3. Writing in the Arts - Focus on writing about art, literature, and cultural criticism.

Academic Policies and Integrity

Academic integrity is a cornerstone of the writing program, and students are expected to adhere to
the highest standards of honesty in their work. The handbook outlines the policies regarding
plagiarism, collaboration, and attribution.

Understanding Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as the act of using someone else's work or ideas without proper
acknowledgment. To avoid plagiarism, students should:

1. Always cite sources appropriately using the required citation style (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.).
2. Paraphrase information in their own words and provide citations.
3. Seek clarification from instructors if unsure about citation practices.

Collaboration and Group Work

Collaboration is encouraged in the writing program, but it is essential to understand the boundaries of



group work. Students should:

1. Engage in peer review and provide constructive feedback to classmates.
2. Clearly delineate individual contributions in collaborative assignments.
3. Discuss group expectations and responsibilities at the outset of group projects.

Resources for Writing Support

To assist students in their writing endeavors, the program offers a variety of resources designed to
enhance the writing experience.

Writing Center

The writing center is a pivotal resource for students seeking individualized support. Services provided
by the writing center include:

1. One-on-one tutoring sessions to address specific writing concerns.
2. Workshops on various writing topics, such as thesis development and citation practices.
3. Online resources, including guides and templates for different types of writing.

Online Resources and Tools

In addition to the writing center, numerous online resources are available to students, including:

1. Writing Guides - Comprehensive guides on grammar, style, and structure.
2. Citation Tools - Online tools to help students format their citations correctly.
3. Writing Forums - Platforms for students to discuss writing challenges and share resources.

Feedback and Revision Process

Feedback is an integral part of the writing process. The handbook emphasizes the importance of
receiving and incorporating feedback to improve writing skills.

Receiving Feedback

Students are encouraged to seek feedback from various sources, including:

1. Instructors - Students should be open to constructive criticism and use it to revise their work.
2. Peers - Engaging in peer review allows students to gain new perspectives on their writing.
3. Writing Center Tutors - Tutors can provide specialized feedback tailored to individual writing needs.



Revision Strategies

Effective revision is essential for producing polished writing. Students should:

1. Take time away from their drafts before revising to gain a fresh perspective.
2. Read their work aloud to identify awkward phrasing or unclear passages.
3. Focus on one aspect of writing at a time (e.g., content, organization, grammar) during the revision
process.

Conclusion

The Writing Program Student Handbook is an invaluable tool for students seeking to navigate the
complexities of writing in an academic setting. By understanding the program's structure, adhering to
academic integrity, utilizing available resources, and embracing feedback, students can significantly
enhance their writing skills. Whether embarking on a new writing course or striving to refine their
craft, students are encouraged to utilize the handbook as a guide to achieving their academic goals.
By committing to the principles outlined within this handbook, students will not only succeed in their
courses but also develop lifelong skills in writing and communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the writing program student
handbook?
The writing program student handbook serves as a comprehensive guide for students, outlining
policies, expectations, resources, and best practices to enhance their writing skills and academic
success.

How can students access the writing program student
handbook?
Students can typically access the writing program student handbook online through the university's
website or the writing department's page, and it may also be available in print at the department's
office.

What are some key topics covered in the writing program
student handbook?
Key topics often include academic integrity, grading criteria, writing resources, deadlines, support
services, and guidelines for submissions and revisions.



Are there any specific writing styles or formats emphasized in
the handbook?
Yes, the handbook usually emphasizes specific writing styles and formats relevant to the program,
such as APA, MLA, or Chicago style, along with tips on how to effectively use them.

What resources are available for students struggling with
writing?
The handbook outlines various resources such as writing centers, tutoring services, online tools, and
workshops designed to support students in improving their writing skills.

How does the writing program student handbook address
academic integrity?
The handbook emphasizes the importance of academic integrity by outlining policies on plagiarism,
citation practices, and the consequences of academic dishonesty.

What should a student do if they have questions about the
handbook?
Students are encouraged to reach out to their instructors, academic advisors, or the writing program's
administrative office for clarification or assistance regarding the handbook.

Are there any updates to the writing program student
handbook each academic year?
Yes, the writing program student handbook is typically reviewed and updated each academic year to
reflect new policies, resources, and academic guidelines.

Can students provide feedback on the writing program
student handbook?
Many programs encourage students to provide feedback on the handbook, either through surveys,
suggestion boxes, or direct communication with faculty, to help improve its content and usability.
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