the yellow birds parents guide

The Yellow Birds Parents Guide is an essential resource for parents looking to
understand the content and themes depicted in the film adaptation of Kevin Powers'
acclaimed novel. Released in 2017, "The Yellow Birds" explores the harrowing experiences
of soldiers during the Iraqg War, focusing on the psychological and emotional aftermath of
combat. This article will delve into the film's content, themes, and potential impact on
young viewers, providing a comprehensive guide for parents.

Overview of "The Yellow Birds"

"The Yellow Birds" is a war drama directed by Alexandre Moors, based on the novel by
Kevin Powers. It tells the story of two young soldiers, Bartle (played by Tye Sheridan) and
Murph (played by Jack Huston), who navigate the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and
the harsh realities of war. The narrative unfolds against the backdrop of the Iraq War,
highlighting the struggles faced by soldiers both during and after their service.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of "The Yellow Birds" is crucial for parents. Here are some of
the prominent themes depicted in the film:

1. The Harsh Realities of War: The film does not shy away from showcasing the brutal
nature of combat. It presents graphic imagery and intense battle sequences that can be
distressing for younger viewers.

2. Friendship and Brotherhood: The bond between soldiers is a central theme. The film
illustrates how these relationships can be both a source of strength and vulnerability.

3. Trauma and PTSD: One of the most significant themes is the psychological impact of
war. The film explores how the characters cope with their experiences, shedding light on

the often-overlooked issue of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

4. Loss and Grief: The story addresses the inevitability of loss in war, portraying how it
affects not only soldiers but also their families and communities.

5. Morality and Choices: The film raises ethical questions regarding the choices made in
wartime, challenging viewers to consider the implications of those decisions.

Content Advisory

When assessing "The Yellow Birds" for viewing suitability, parents should be aware of its
content warnings. The film is rated R for violence, language, and some disturbing images.



Here’s a detailed breakdown of what to expect:

Violence and War Scenes

- The film contains several intense battle sequences that depict the chaos and brutality of
war. These scenes may include:

- Gunfire and explosions.

- Graphic injuries and death.

- Depictions of civilian casualties.

Parents should be prepared for the emotional weight these scenes carry, as they may
provoke strong reactions from younger viewers.

Language

- The dialogue in "The Yellow Birds" includes strong language, including:
- Frequent use of profanity.
- Slurs and derogatory terms that may arise in the context of military life.

This language could be concerning for parents, particularly in homes where such language
is not tolerated.

Substance Use

- There are instances in the film where characters engage in substance use, including:
- Smoking and alcohol consumption.
- References to drug use as a coping mechanism for trauma.

These portrayals may not be suitable for younger audiences and should be considered
when deciding on viewing.

Emotional and Psychological Impact

- The film’s exploration of trauma, grief, and loss can be emotionally intense. Key points to
note include:

- Depictions of characters struggling with PTSD.

- Scenes of mourning and loss that may resonate deeply with viewers.

Parents may need to prepare for discussions about these themes after viewing, as they can
be profound and thought-provoking.



Viewing Recommendations

Given the mature content of "The Yellow Birds," parents should consider the following
recommendations before deciding to watch the film with their children:

Age Appropriateness

- The film is recommended for mature audiences, typically suitable for ages 17 and up due
to its R rating. Parents should use their discretion based on their child's maturity level and
sensitivity to intense subjects.

Parental Guidance

- For families that choose to watch the film together, parental guidance is advisable:
- Prepare to discuss the themes of war and trauma.

- Be ready to address any questions or emotions that arise during or after viewing.

- Consider setting aside time after the film for a debriefing to discuss feelings and
thoughts about the content.

Alternatives for Younger Viewers

- If parents feel that "The Yellow Birds" may be too intense for their children, there are
alternative films that address similar themes in a more age-appropriate manner:

- "The Sandlot" - Focuses on childhood friendship and adventure.

- "A Little Peace of Mind" - Explores friendship and support in tough times without graphic
content.

Conclusion

In summary, "The Yellow Birds" offers a profound exploration of the impact of war on
soldiers and their families. However, its intense themes and graphic content necessitate
careful consideration by parents. The The Yellow Birds Parents Guide serves as a crucial
tool for understanding the film's complexities and determining its suitability for younger
audiences. By being informed and prepared, parents can facilitate meaningful discussions
about the film's themes and the realities of war, fostering a deeper understanding in their
children.

Frequently Asked Questions



What age group is 'The Yellow Birds' suitable for?

The film is rated R, making it suitable for mature audiences, typically 17 and older due to
its intense themes, violence, and strong language.

Does 'The Yellow Birds' contain any graphic content?

‘The Yellow Birds' features graphic war scenes, depictions of violence, and the emotional
toll of combat, which may be distressing for some viewers.

What themes are explored in 'The Yellow Birds'?

The film explores themes of friendship, the psychological effects of war, loss, and the
challenges of returning home after combat.

Are there any parental advisories for 'The Yellow Birds'?

Parents should be aware of the film's strong language, violent scenes, and emotional
intensity, which may not be suitable for younger viewers.

Is there any substance abuse depicted in 'The Yellow
Birds'?

Yes, the film includes scenes that depict substance abuse and its effects on veterans,
which can be a significant aspect of the narrative.

How does 'The Yellow Birds' handle the topic of PTSD?

The film portrays the struggles of soldiers dealing with PTSD, highlighting the impact of
war on mental health and the difficulties of reintegration into civilian life.

Can younger viewers watch 'The Yellow Birds' with
parental guidance?

While some younger viewers may find value in the film's messages, it is recommended that
parents watch it first to determine if it's appropriate for their children.

What is the overall message of 'The Yellow Birds'?

The film conveys a powerful message about the cost of war, the importance of brotherhood
among soldiers, and the lasting effects of trauma on individuals and families.
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