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Then We Take Berlin John Lawton is a gripping historical thriller that plunges readers into
the tumultuous world of post-World War Il Europe. Set against the backdrop of a divided
Berlin, this novel intricately weaves together the themes of espionage, moral ambiguity,
and the personal struggles of its characters. John Lawton, known for his masterful
storytelling and deep character exploration, crafts a narrative that not only entertains but
also provokes thought about the complexities of human nature and political machinations
during a critical period in history.

Overview of the Novel

Then We Take Berlin is the fifth installment in Lawton's acclaimed series featuring Inspector
Troy. The story unfolds in 1949, as Berlin is emerging from the ashes of war, and the city is
becoming a focal point of Cold War tensions. The narrative thrusts readers into the lives of
various characters, from British intelligence operatives to German locals, each navigating
the shifting allegiances and power dynamics of a city divided by ideology.

Setting the Scene: Post-War Berlin

Berlin in the late 1940s was a city scarred by the devastation of World War Il. The Berlin
Wall had yet to be constructed, but the ideological divide between East and West was
palpable.

- Division of the City:
- West Berlin became a bastion of Western democracy.
- East Berlin fell under Soviet influence, representing the spread of communism.

- Cultural Climate:

- The remnants of Nazi ideology lingered, influencing both public sentiment and personal
relationships.

- The presence of American, British, French, and Soviet troops added to the city's
complexity.

Lawton expertly captures this atmosphere, using vivid descriptions and historical context to
immerse readers in the environment that shapes his characters' lives.

Character Development

One of Lawton's strengths lies in his ability to create multifaceted characters that reflect
the moral dilemmas of their time.

- Inspector Troy:
- A British intelligence officer, grappling with his own past and the ethical implications of his



work.
- Represents the struggle between duty and personal conscience.

- Supporting Characters:

- A diverse cast, including spies, informants, and civilians, each with their own motivations
and backgrounds.

- These characters provide multiple perspectives on the events unfolding in Berlin.

Lawton’s character-driven narrative ensures that readers become emotionally invested in
the fates of these individuals, making the historical events all the more impactful.

Thematic Elements

Then We Take Berlin delves into several thematic elements that resonate with readers,
both in the context of the story and in contemporary society.

Espionage and Betrayal

The world of espionage is fraught with deception and betrayal, and Lawton expertly
navigates these murky waters.

- Moral Ambiguity:
- Characters often face choices that blur the lines between right and wrong.
- The necessity of betraying allies for the sake of a greater good is a recurring dilemma.

- Trust and Paranoia:
- With espionage comes a pervasive sense of mistrust.
- Characters must constantly evaluate who is an ally and who poses a threat.

This theme reflects the real-life tensions of the Cold War, where trust was a rare commodity
and betrayal could have dire consequences.

Identity and Belonging

Identity plays a crucial role in the characters' lives as they navigate a divided city.

- Cultural Identity:
- The struggles of Germans trying to reconcile their past with their present.
- British characters grapple with their roles as occupiers versus liberators.

- Personal Identity:
- Characters confront their own beliefs and loyalties in a rapidly changing world.

- The quest for belonging in a fractured society serves as a poignant backdrop.

Lawton’s exploration of identity invites readers to reflect on their own affiliations and the



impact of historical narratives on personal lives.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of Then We Take Berlin enriches the reading
experience, providing depth to the narrative.

The Aftermath of World War 1l

- Destruction and Recovery:
- The physical and emotional scars left by the war shape the characters' motivations and
decisions.

- Political Landscape:

- The emergence of the Cold War and the ideological battle between capitalism and
communism.

- The establishment of the Allied occupation zones in Berlin.

Lawton provides a well-researched backdrop, ensuring that the historical elements enhance
rather than overshadow the plot.

The Role of Intelligence Agencies

- British Intelligence:
- The operations of MI6 and their impact on international relations.

- Soviet Espionage:
- The strategies employed by the KGB and how they affect the balance of power in Berlin.

The intricate dance between these agencies highlights the high stakes involved in
espionage during this era.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

John Lawton's writing style is characterized by a blend of historical detail and engaging
storytelling.

Descriptive Prose

- Vivid Imagery:
- Lawton uses rich descriptions to transport readers to post-war Berlin.



- Atmospheric Tone:
- The tense and uncertain atmosphere of the city is palpable through the prose.

This descriptive approach allows readers to visualize and feel the weight of the historical
context.

Non-Linear Narrative

- Flashbacks and Multiple Perspectives:
- The narrative often shifts between past and present, revealing character backstories and
motivations.

- Interconnected Lives:
- The intertwining stories of various characters create a tapestry of experiences that enrich
the overall narrative.

Lawton’s narrative techniques keep readers engaged, encouraging them to piece together
the complex web of relationships and events.

Conclusion: A Reflection on Then We Take Berlin

Then We Take Berlin John Lawton not only serves as an enthralling historical thriller but also
prompts profound reflections on morality, identity, and the human condition during a time
of great upheaval. Through his masterful storytelling, Lawton immerses readers in the
complexities of post-war Berlin, where the lines between friend and foe are blurred, and the
quest for truth often leads to unexpected consequences.

As readers navigate the twists and turns of the plot, they are reminded of the importance of
understanding history—not just as a series of events, but as a collection of human
experiences shaped by the choices individuals make in the face of adversity. Lawton’s
novel stands as a poignant reminder that in times of turmoil, the struggle for identity and
belonging remains a universal quest.

In a world that continues to grapple with the legacies of its past, Then We Take Berlin
resonates with contemporary audiences, offering a timeless exploration of the complexities
of human nature against the backdrop of historical events.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Then We Take Berlin' by John
Lawton?

The novel follows the story of a British intelligence officer in post-World War Il Berlin as he
navigates the complexities of a city divided by political tensions, espionage, and personal



relationships.

Who is the protagonist in 'Then We Take Berlin'?

The protagonist is a character named Frederick 'Freddie' W. C. T. de la Mare, who becomes
embroiled in the intrigues of post-war Berlin.

What themes are explored in ‘'Then We Take Berlin'?

Key themes include the moral ambiguities of war, the impact of political ideologies on
personal lives, and the struggles of identity in a divided city.

How does John Lawton depict post-war Berlin in the
novel?

Lawton vividly portrays Berlin as a city in turmoil, reflecting the physical and emotional
scars of war, with a focus on the contrasting lives of its inhabitants amid the backdrop of
Cold War tensions.

Is 'Then We Take Berlin' a standalone novel or part of a
series?

It is part of the 'Inspector Troy' series, which features recurring characters and themes, but
can also be read as a standalone story.

What is the significance of the title 'Then We Take
Berlin'?

The title references the historical context of the city's division and the struggles for power
and control that took place during the Cold War, suggesting themes of ambition and
conquest.

What style of writing can readers expect from John
Lawton in this book?

Readers can expect a detailed and atmospheric style, rich in historical context, with well-
developed characters and intricate plotting that combines mystery and political intrigue.

How has 'Then We Take Berlin' been received by critics
and readers?

The novel has been generally well-received, praised for its complex characters and
engaging narrative, as well as its historical accuracy and depth in exploring the societal
impacts of war.
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