
theological dictionary of the new
testament
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament is an essential resource for scholars,
theologians, and students of biblical studies. This dictionary serves as a comprehensive
reference that illuminates the key terms, concepts, and theological ideas found within the
New Testament. By providing thorough explanations and contextual background, it
enhances the understanding of the text, making it invaluable for both academic study and
personal exploration of Christian faith.

Understanding the Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament

The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (TDNT) is an extensive work that delves
into the linguistic, cultural, and historical aspects of the New Testament's vocabulary.
Compiled by a team of eminent scholars, the dictionary seeks to provide a holistic view of
the theological implications of key terms used in the New Testament.

Purpose and Importance

The TDNT serves several critical functions:

Clarification of Terms: Each entry provides an in-depth analysis of specific words,
helping readers understand their meanings in both the original Greek and the
context of New Testament writings.

Theological Insights: The dictionary connects terms with theological concepts,
enabling readers to grasp how these words shape Christian doctrine.

Historical Context: By exploring the cultural and historical background of terms,
the TDNT helps readers appreciate the significance of language within the New
Testament.

Interdisciplinary Connections: The dictionary encourages connections between
theology, linguistics, history, and philosophy, making it a versatile tool for various
fields of study.



Structure of the Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament

The TDNT is organized alphabetically, making it user-friendly. Each entry typically
includes the following elements:

1. Word Analysis

Each term begins with its original Greek form, followed by a phonetic transcription. This
section often includes etymology, showing how the word evolved over time and its relation
to other terms.

2. Biblical Usage

The dictionary provides a survey of how the term is used throughout the New Testament,
often citing specific verses. This section highlights variations in meaning based on context
and authorial intent.

3. Theological Significance

This portion discusses the theological implications of the term, exploring how it
contributes to broader doctrinal themes. It may reference historical interpretations by
early church fathers and theologians.

4. Contemporary Relevance

The TDNT also addresses modern interpretations and applications of the term, bridging
the gap between ancient texts and contemporary faith practices.

Key Features of the Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament

The TDNT is not just a simple lexicon; it includes several key features that enhance its
utility:

Contributors: The dictionary is written by leading biblical scholars, ensuring
accuracy and scholarly depth.



Cross-References: Many entries contain references to related terms, allowing for a
more comprehensive understanding of interconnected concepts.

Indexes: The TDNT includes indexes for both Greek words and biblical references,
facilitating easier navigation.

Bibliography: Each entry often concludes with a list of further reading, guiding
users to additional scholarly resources.

How to Use the Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament

While the TDNT is a scholarly resource, it can be effectively utilized by anyone interested
in deepening their understanding of the New Testament. Here are some tips on how to
make the most of this resource:

1. Start with a Specific Term

If you have a particular word or concept in mind, look it up directly. Read through the
entry to gain insights into its meanings and implications.

2. Explore Related Terms

After reading an entry, check the cross-references for related terms. This will provide a
broader understanding of the theological themes at play.

3. Use in Conjunction with Biblical Texts

As you read the New Testament, have the TDNT nearby to look up terms that stand out.
This will deepen your comprehension and appreciation of the text.

4. Engage with the Theological Discussions

Take time to reflect on the theological implications presented in the entries. Consider how
they relate to your understanding of Christian doctrine and practice.



5. Refer to the Bibliography

If you want to delve deeper into a specific topic, use the suggested readings in the
bibliography to find relevant academic literature.

Conclusion

The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament is an indispensable tool for anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of the New Testament's language and theology. Its
comprehensive approach to defining and contextualizing key terms makes it an essential
reference for scholars, students, and laypeople alike. By engaging with this work, readers
can enrich their biblical studies and enhance their appreciation of the theological depth
contained within the New Testament. Whether for academic purposes or personal
enrichment, the TDNT stands as a crucial resource in the field of biblical theology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament?
The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament aims to provide in-depth analysis and
interpretation of key theological terms found in the New Testament, helping scholars and
students understand the historical and cultural context of these terms.

Who are the primary contributors to the Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament?
The primary contributors include notable theologians and biblical scholars, such as
Gerhard Kittel and others who have specialized in New Testament studies.

How is the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
structured?
The dictionary is organized alphabetically, with each entry focusing on a specific term,
exploring its meanings, usage in scripture, and theological implications.

What kind of resources can be found in the Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament?
The dictionary includes definitions, etymological information, scriptural references, and
insights from various theological perspectives, making it a comprehensive resource for
studying New Testament theology.



Is the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
suitable for laypersons?
While it is primarily written for scholars and students of theology, many laypersons can
benefit from its insights, although some entries may be complex and require background
knowledge.

What are some key themes explored in the Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament?
Key themes include grace, faith, salvation, the nature of God, and the role of Jesus Christ,
each examined through the lens of New Testament texts and theological discourse.

How does the Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament differ from other biblical dictionaries?
Unlike other biblical dictionaries that may provide general definitions and context, the
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament focuses specifically on the theological
significance and implications of terms.

Can the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
assist in sermon preparation?
Yes, it can be a valuable resource for sermon preparation by providing deeper insights into
biblical terms and concepts, aiding in the development of theological themes.

What editions or translations of the Theological
Dictionary of the New Testament are available?
The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament is available in various editions, including
English translations such as the one translated by Geoffrey W. Bromiley, as well as the
original German edition.

How has the Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament influenced modern biblical scholarship?
The dictionary has significantly influenced modern biblical scholarship by providing a
framework for understanding the theological nuances of New Testament language and by
shaping the discourse in theological studies.
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