THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION WISCONSIN

THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION W/ ISCONSIN HAS BECOME AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT TOPIC AS MORE INDIVIDUALS AND
INSTITUTIONS RECOGNIZE THE PROFOUND BENEFITS OF THERAPY ANIMALS. THESE SPECIALLY TRAINED DOGS PROVIDE COMFORT,
SUPPORT, AND COMPANIONSHIP TO THOSE IN NEED, INCLUDING CHILDREN IN HOSPITALS, RESIDENTS IN NURSING HOMES, AND
INDIVIDUALS DEALING WITH MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE PROCESS OF CERTIFYING A THERAPY
DOG IN \X/ISCONSIN/ THE BENEFITS OF THERAPY DOGS, THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION, AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN
THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS.

UNDERSTANDING THERAPY DoOGS

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION IN \X/ISCONSIN, IT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT
THERAPY DOGS ARE AND HOW THEY DIFFER FROM SERVICE AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMALS.

DerINITION oF THERAPY DoGs

THERAPY DOGS ARE TRAINED ANIMALS THAT PROVIDE COMFORT AND SUPPORT TO PEOPLE IN VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS. UNLIKE
SERVICE DOGS, WHICH ARE TRAINED TO PERFORM SPECIFIC TASKS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, THERAPY DOGS W ORK
WITH THEIR HANDLERS TO PROVIDE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THOSE THEY VISIT.

DiFFereNCES BETWEEN THERAPY DoGs, SERVICE DoGs, AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
ANIMALS

- SERVICE DoGS: TRAINED TO PERFORM SPECIFIC TASKS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES (E.G., GUIDING THE VISUALLY
IMPAIRED, ALERTING THOSE WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS).

- EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMALS: PROVIDE COMFORT AND SUPPORT BUT DO NOT HAVE SPECIALIZED TRAINING TO PERFORM
TASKS RELATED TO A DISABILITY.

- THERAPY DOGS: TRAINED TO PROVIDE AFFECTION AND COMFORT IN SETTINGS SUCH AS HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, AND NURSING
HOMES.

THe BENerITS oF THERAPY DoGs

THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF THERAPY DOGS CAN BE OBSERVED IN VARIOUS SETTINGS, AND THEIR PRESENCE CAN LEAD TO
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

THERAPY DOGS ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR CALMING PRESENCE, WHICH CAN REDUCE ANXIETY, STRESS, AND DEPRESSION. THEIR
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND AFFECTION CAN BE PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS DEALING WITH TRAUMATIC
EXPERIENCES OR CHRONIC ILLNESSES.

PHYSICAL HEALTH BENEFITS

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT INTERACTING WITH THERAPY DOGS CAN LOWER BLOOD PRESSURE, REDUCE PAIN PERCEPTION, AND



EVEN BOOST THE IMMUNE SYSTEM. THE MERE ACT OF PETTING A DOG CAN RELEASE FEEL-GOOD HORMONES SUCH AS OXYTOCIN
AND SEROTONIN.

SOCIAL INTERACTION

THERAPY DOGS CAN FACILITATE SOCIAL INTERACTION AMONG PEOPLE WHO MAY STRUGGLE WITH COMMUNICATION. IN SETTINGS
LIKE SCHOOLS, THERAPY DOGS CAN HELP CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IMPROVE THEIR SOCIAL SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE.

THERAPY DoG CERTIFICATION PROCESS IN WISCONSIN

THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS FOR THERAPY DOGS IN W/ ISCONSIN INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS, WHICH MAY DIFFER SLIGHTLY
DEPENDING ON THE ORGANIZATION PROVIDING THE CERTIFICATION. BELOW ARE THE GENERAL STEPS INVOLVED IN GETTING A
THERAPY DOG CERTIFIED.

1. CHoosE A SuiTasLE DoG

NOT EVERY DOG IS CUT OUT TO BE A THERAPY DOG. | HE FIRST STEP IS TO SELECT A DOG THAT EXHIBITS THE FOLLOWING
TRAITS:

- CALM DEMEANOR: A THERAPY DOG SHOULD BE CALM AND FRIENDLY.

- SOCIALIZATION: THE DOG SHOULD BE COMFORTABLE AROUND PEOPLE AND OTHER ANIMALS.
- TRAINABILITY: THE ABILITY TO LEARN COMMANDS AND FOLLOW TRAINING IS CRUCIAL.

2. Basic TRAINING

BEFORE SEEKING CERTIFICATION, THE DOG SHOULD UNDERGO BASIC OBEDIENCE TRAINING. THIS TRAINING TYPICALLY INCLUDES
COMMANDS SUCH AS:

-SIT

- STAY

- CoMe

- LEAVE IT
- HeeL

BASIC TRAINING ENSURES THAT THE DOG CAN FOLLOW COMMANDS AND BEHAVE APPROPRIATELY IN VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS.

3. ADVANCED TRAINING AND SOCIALIZATION

AFTER MASTERING BASIC OBEDIENCE, THE DOG WILL BENEFIT FROM ADVANCED TRAINING AND SOCIALIZATION. THIS MAY INVOLVE
EXPOSURE TO DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS, SOUNDS, AND PEOPLE TO ENSURE THE DOG IS COMFORTABLE IN VARIOUS SITUATIONS.

4. CHoosE A CERTIFICATION ORGANIZATION

SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONS IN W/ ISCONSIN PROVIDE THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION. HERE ARE SOME WELL-KNOWN OPTIONS:

- THerAPY DoGs INTERNATIONAL (TDI): THIS ORGANIZATION FOCUSES ON PROMOTING THE ROLE OF THERAPY DOGS IN



VARIOUS SETTINGS. THEY PROVIDE TRAINING RESOURCES AND CERTIFICATION.

- ALLIANCE ofF THErRAPY DoGs (ATD): ATD OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR THERAPY DOGS AND
THEIR HANDLERS, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF BOTH TRAINING AND TEMPERAMENT.

- K9s For KiDS: THIS ORGANIZATION FOCUSES ON PROVIDING THERAPY DOGS TO CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY IN EDUCATIONAL
SETTINGS.

5. CoMPLETE THE CERTIFICATION TEST

EACH ORGANIZATION HAS ITS OWN CERTIFICATION TEST, BUT COMMON ELEMENTS INCLUDE:

- TEMPERAMENT ASSESSMENT: EVALUATORS ASSESS THE DOG'S BEHAVIOR IN VARIOUS SITUATIONS, INCLUDING INTERACTIONS
\WITH PEOPLE AND OTHER ANIMALS.

- OBEDIENCE SKILLS: THE DOG MUST DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN BASIC COMMANDS.

- PusLic Access TEST: THE DOG IS EVALUATED ON HOW WELL IT BEHAVES IN PUBLIC SETTINGS, SUCH AS HOSPITALS OR
SCHOOLS.

6. MAINTAIN CerTIFICATION AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

AFTER ACHIEVING CERTIFICATION, IT’S CRUCIAL TO MAINTAIN THE DOG’S SKILLS THROUGH REGULAR TRAINING AND CONTINUED
SOCIALIZATION. SOME ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRE RE-EVALUATION EVERY FEW YEARS TO ENSURE THAT THE DOG REMAINS FIT TO
SERVE AS A THERAPY ANIMAL.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THERAPY DoOGS IN WISCONSIN

W/HILE THERAPY DOGS PLAY AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN PROVIDING COMFORT AND SUPPORT, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THEIR
LEGAL STATUS IN W/ISCONSIN.

AcCCESS RIGHTS

THERAPY DOGS DO NOT HAVE THE SAME LEGAL ACCESS RIGHTS AS SERVICE DOGS. W/HILE SERVICE DOGS ARE ALLOWED IN ALL
PUBLIC PLACES, THERAPY DOGS MAY ONLY ENTER CERTAIN LOCATIONS WITH PERMISSION FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT. THIS
INCLUDES HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, AND NURSING HOMES, WHERE THEY ARE OFTEN WELCOMED FOR THERAPEUTIC PURPOSES.

LIABILITY INSURANCE

MANY ORGANIZATIONS RECOMMEND THAT THERAPY DOG HANDLERS OBTAIN LIABILITY INSURANCE. THIS INSURANCE PROTECTS
THE HANDLER IN CASE OF ANY INCIDENTS THAT MAY OCCUR WHILE THE DOG IS WORKING.

CoNCLUSION

THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION WISCONSIN IS A VITAL PROCESS THAT ENSURES DOGS ARE WELL-TRAINED AND CAPABLE OF
PROVIDING THE COMFORT AND SUPPORT NEEDED IN VARIOUS SETTINGS. BY FOLLOWING THE STEPS OUTLINED IN THIS ARTICLE,
PROSPECTIVE HANDLERS CAN NAVIGATE THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS EFFECTIVELY. THE BENEFITS OF THERAPY DOGS EXTEND
BEYOND MERE COMPANIONSHIP, THEY CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH, MAKING THEM
INVALUABLE MEMBERS OF THERAPEUTIC TEAMS. AS AW ARENESS GROWS, THE DEMAND FOR THERAPY DOGS WILL LIKELY CONTINUE
TO RISE, HIGHLIGHTING THE NEED FOR STRUCTURED CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS AND ONGOING EDUCATION FOR HANDLERS AND THEIR



CANINE COMPANIONS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION IN \W/ISCONSIN?

IN \X/ISCONSIN, THE PROCESS TYPICALLY INVOLVES COMPLETING AN EVALUATION THROUGH A RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION,
ENSURING THE DOG HAS THE NECESSARY TEMPERAMENT AND TRAINING TO INTERACT WITH PEOPLE IN THERAPEUTIC SETTINGS.

\YW/HAT ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDE THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION IN \WISCONSIN?

PROMINENT ORGANIZATIONS FOR THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION IN W/ISCONSIN INCLUDE PET PARTNERS, THERAPY DoOGS
INTERNATIONAL, AND ALLIANCE OF THERAPY DoGs.

\WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A DOG TO BECOME A CERTIFIED THERAPY DOG IN
X/ ISCONSIN?

REQUIREMENTS GENERALLY INCLUDE BEING AT LEAST ONE YEAR OLD, HAVING BASIC OBEDIENCE TRAINING, DEMONSTRATING GOOD
BEHAVIOR IN PUBLIC, AND PASSING A TEMPERAMENT EVALUATION.

IS THERE A SPECIFIC TRAINING PROGRAM FOR THERAPY DOGS IN W/ISCONSIN?

YES, THERE ARE SEVERAL TRAINING PROGRAMS AND CLASSES AVAILABLE ACROSS WISCONSIN THAT FOCUS ON PREPARING DOGS
FOR THERAPY WORK, INCLUDING OBEDIENCE TRAINING AND SOCIALIZATION.

CAN ANY BREED OF DOG BECOME A THERAPY DOG IN \W/ISCONSIN?

YESI ANY BREED CAN BECOME A THERAPY DOG AS LONG AS THEY MEET THE TEMPERAMENT AND BEHAVIOR STANDARDS REQUIRED
FOR CERTIFICATION.

How LONG DOES THE THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION PROCESS TAKE IN W/ISCONSIN?

THE DURATION CAN VARY, BUT TYPICALLY THE PROCESS, INCLUDING TRAINING AND EVALUATION, CAN TAKE SEVERAL WEEKS TO
A FEW MONTHS DEPENDING ON THE DOG'S READINESS.

ARE THERE ANY AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR THERAPY DOGS IN W/ ISCONSIN?

\W/HILE THERE IS NO STRICT AGE LIMIT FOR THERAPY DOGS, MOST ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRE DOGS TO BE AT LEAST ONE YEAR
OLD BEFORE THEY CAN BE EVALUATED FOR CERTIFICATION.

\WHAT TYPES OF SETTINGS DO THERAPY DOGS WORK IN W ISCONSIN?

THERAPY DOGS IN W/ISCONSIN OFTEN WORK IN HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, SCHOOLS, AND DISASTER RESPONSE SITUATIONS,
PROVIDING COMFORT AND SUPPORT TO INDIVIDUALS IN NEED.
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https://www.iknow.study/archive-ga-23-62/therapy-dog-certification-wisconsin.pdf
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