these broken stars by amie kaufman
meagan spooner

These Broken Stars is a captivating science fiction novel co-authored by Amie
Kaufman and Meagan Spooner, the first book in the "Starbound" trilogy. This
enthralling narrative interweaves elements of adventure, romance, and
survival against a backdrop of a futuristic universe filled with intrigue and
danger. Set in a world where space travel is common, it follows the journey
of two young protagonists, Lilac LaRoux and Tarver Merendsen, whose paths
cross in a life-altering moment. Their story explores themes of resilience,
trust, and the complexities of human relationships, making it a compelling
read for both young adults and seasoned sci-fi fans.

Plot Summary

The Setting

The story is set in a future where humanity has colonized distant planets.
The rich and powerful, like Lilac, come from affluent backgrounds, while
those like Tarver, a war hero, come from more humble beginnings. Their worlds
collide when they find themselves on the luxurious spaceship, the Icarus,
which is on a routine journey through space. However, things take a dramatic
turn when the ship mysteriously crashes onto an uncharted planet.

Characters

1. Lilac LaRoux: A privileged and intelligent young woman, Lilac is the
daughter of the wealthiest man in the universe, the CEO of LaRoux Industries.
She has spent her life sheltered from the realities of the universe, but her
character evolves as she faces the challenges of survival.

2. Tarver Merendsen: A decorated war hero from a modest background, Tarver
has seen the darker sides of humanity. His bravery and leadership skills are
tested when he is stranded with Lilac after the crash.

The Inciting Incident

The inciting incident occurs when the Icarus is attacked by an unknown force,
leading to an emergency crash landing. Tarver and Lilac are among the few
survivors, and they find themselves stranded on a mysterious and seemingly
deserted planet. The crash not only sets the stage for their survival journey
but also forces the two to confront their differences and the prejudices they
hold against each other.

Themes



Survival

At its core, "These Broken Stars" is a survival story. Lilac and Tarver must
learn to rely on one another as they navigate the challenges of the alien
environment. They face various obstacles, including hostile wildlife, limited
resources, and the struggle to communicate effectively due to their differing
backgrounds. This theme emphasizes the importance of collaboration and
adaptability in the face of adversity.

Class and Privilege

The contrasting backgrounds of Lilac and Tarver serve as a critique of social
class and privilege. Lilac's sheltered upbringing creates a significant
divide between her and Tarver, who has experienced the harsh realities of
life. As they work together to survive, they must confront their preconceived
notions about wealth, power, and what it means to be truly brave.

Love and Trust

As the story progresses, the relationship between Lilac and Tarver deepens.
Their initial animosity transforms into a strong bond, highlighting the power
of love and trust in overcoming obstacles. Their connection is tested by
external threats and internal conflicts, making their romance both poignant
and believable. The evolution of their relationship is a central element of
the narrative, providing emotional depth to the overall story.

Writing Style and Structure

Kaufman and Spooner employ a dual perspective narrative, alternating between
Lilac's and Tarver's points of view. This technique allows readers to gain
insights into the thoughts and emotions of both characters, enhancing the
relatability and complexity of their journey. The writing is vivid and
immersive, effectively capturing the beauty and danger of the alien planet.

Imagery and World-Building

The authors excel in creating a rich and detailed world. The descriptions of
the alien landscape are both enchanting and foreboding, making the planet
feel like a character in its own right. The use of sensory details helps
readers visualize the environment and experience the tension alongside the
protagonists.

Pacing and Tension

The pacing of "These Broken Stars" is well-balanced, maintaining a steady
rhythm that keeps readers engaged. The tension builds gradually, with moments
of action interspersed with quieter, character-driven scenes. The authors
skillfully create suspense, leaving readers eager to turn the page and
discover what happens next.



Reception and Impact

"These Broken Stars" received positive reviews from critics and readers
alike. It has been praised for its strong character development, engaging
plot, and emotional depth. Many readers were particularly drawn to the
chemistry between Lilac and Tarver, finding their relationship authentic and
compelling.

1. Critical Acclaim: Critics appreciated the novel's exploration of complex
themes such as love, trust, and social class, praising the authors for their
ability to intertwine these elements within a gripping sci-fi narrative.

2. Reader Response: Many fans of young adult literature found "These Broken
Stars" to be a refreshing addition to the genre, noting its combination of
adventure, romance, and social commentary. The book has garnered a loyal
following, leading to discussions about its themes and characters across
various platforms.

The Starbound Trilogy

"These Broken Stars" is the first installment in the "Starbound" trilogy,
followed by "This Shattered World" and "Their Fractured Light." Each book in
the series is set in the same universe but introduces new characters and
storylines, allowing readers to explore different facets of the world Kaufman
and Spooner have created.

1. This Shattered World: The second book follows the story of Jubilee Chase
and Flynn Cormac, whose lives intersect amidst a brewing rebellion on a war-—
torn planet. This installment builds on the themes established in the first
book while introducing new dynamics and challenges.

2. Their Fractured Light: The concluding book ties together the various
storylines and characters from the previous novels, culminating in a gripping
finale that addresses the broader conflict within the universe.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "These Broken Stars"™ is a masterfully crafted novel that
combines science fiction with powerful themes of love, trust, and survival.
Amie Kaufman and Meagan Spooner have created a rich universe that captivates
readers, making it a must-read for fans of the genre. The complex
relationship between Lilac and Tarver serves as the heart of the story,
resonating with anyone who has faced adversity and learned the value of
connection. With its engaging narrative, well-developed characters, and
thought-provoking themes, "These Broken Stars" stands out as a significant
contribution to young adult literature and the science fiction landscape. As
readers delve into this tale of two broken souls finding strength in each
other, they are reminded of the resilience of the human spirit, even in the
face of the unknown.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main premise of 'These Broken Stars'?

'These Broken Stars' follows the story of two young people, Lilac LaRoux and
Tarver Merendsen, who survive the crash of their luxury spaceship on a
mysterious planet, forcing them to rely on each other to survive.

Who are the authors of 'These Broken Stars'?

'These Broken Stars' is co-authored by Amie Kaufman and Meagan Spooner.

What themes are explored in 'These Broken Stars'?

The novel explores themes of survival, class disparity, love, and the impact
of war, as well as the strength of human connection in the face of adversity.

How does the setting influence the story in 'These
Broken Stars'?

The isolated and hostile environment of the mysterious planet forces Lilac
and Tarver to confront their differences and work together, heightening the
tension and deepening their relationship.

What is the significance of the characters'
backgrounds in 'These Broken Stars'?

Lilac, a wealthy heiress, and Tarver, a soldier from a poorer background,
represent different social classes, and their evolving relationship
highlights issues of privilege and understanding across societal divides.

Is 'These Broken Stars' part of a series?

Yes, 'These Broken Stars' is the first book in 'The Starbound Trilogy' which
also includes 'This Shattered World' and 'Their Fractured Light'.

What narrative style is used in 'These Broken Stars'?

The story is told through alternating perspectives, with chapters narrated by
both Lilac and Tarver, allowing readers to gain insight into their thoughts
and feelings.

What role does technology play in 'These Broken
Stars'?

Technology plays a significant role as it sets the stage for the characters'
initial lives, contrasts their survival struggles, and influences the themes
of advancement versus humanity.

How has 'These Broken Stars' been received by readers
and critics?
'These Broken Stars' has been well-received, praised for its engaging

characters, emotional depth, and imaginative world-building, making it a
popular choice among young adult science fiction fans.
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