
they say i say academic writing
They say I say academic writing is an approach to writing that emphasizes the importance of
engaging with the ideas of others in order to strengthen one’s own arguments. This method,
popularized by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein in their book "They Say / I Say: The Moves That
Matter in Academic Writing," provides a framework for students and scholars to effectively
communicate their ideas in an academic context. By focusing on the interplay between the
perspectives of others and one’s own arguments, this approach fosters a more nuanced
understanding of discourse and promotes a collaborative academic environment.

Understanding the Framework of They Say / I Say

At the heart of the they say I say academic writing framework are two central components: the "they
say" and the "I say." This structure encourages writers to first articulate the views of others before
presenting their own arguments. This technique not only establishes credibility but also situates the
writer within a broader conversation.

The "They Say" Component

The "they say" part of the framework involves summarizing and responding to the arguments
presented by other scholars or sources. This section serves several essential purposes:

1. Contextualization: It places the writer's argument within the larger discourse, helping readers
understand the significance of the topic.
2. Engagement: By addressing existing views, writers demonstrate their engagement with the
scholarly community.
3. Foundation: This portion lays the groundwork for the writer’s own argument, allowing for a smooth
transition into the "I say" aspect.

To effectively implement the "they say" component, consider the following strategies:

- Quote and Paraphrase: Use direct quotes or paraphrase key points from relevant literature to
present others' arguments accurately.
- Summarize Diverse Perspectives: Highlight differing viewpoints to show a well-rounded
understanding of the topic.
- Avoid Misrepresentation: Ensure that the representation of others’ arguments is fair and precise to
maintain credibility.

The "I Say" Component

The "I say" component allows writers to articulate their own perspectives and arguments in response
to the ideas presented in the "they say" section. This part is crucial as it showcases the writer’s
analytical skills and unique contributions to the discourse.



Key elements to consider when crafting the "I say" section include:

1. Clear Assertion: Start with a clear thesis statement or assertion that reflects your position in
relation to the summarized arguments.
2. Support with Evidence: Bolster your claims with evidence from credible sources, including research
studies, statistics, or examples.
3. Address Counterarguments: Acknowledge opposing viewpoints and provide counterarguments to
strengthen your case.

Benefits of Using the They Say / I Say Approach

Adopting the they say I say academic writing framework offers numerous advantages for both novice
and experienced writers. Here are some of the most notable benefits:

- Improved Clarity: By structuring arguments in this way, writers can clearly delineate their own ideas
from those of others, reducing confusion for readers.
- Enhanced Argumentation: Engaging with opposing views encourages critical thinking and helps
writers refine their arguments, making them more persuasive.
- Development of Academic Voice: This method fosters the development of a distinct academic voice,
as writers learn to articulate their thoughts in relation to existing literature.
- Encouragement of Dialogue: By situating their arguments within a broader conversation, writers
promote dialogue and collaboration within the academic community.

Practical Tips for Implementing They Say / I Say

To effectively apply the they say I say academic writing method, writers can utilize the following
practical tips:

1. Identify Relevant Sources

Before beginning to write, conduct thorough research to identify key sources and arguments relevant
to your topic. Focus on:

- Scholarly articles
- Books by established authors
- Credible news sources

2. Create an Outline

Organizing thoughts and arguments into an outline can streamline the writing process. Include
sections for:

- "They say" summaries



- "I say" arguments
- Evidence and counterarguments

3. Use Transitional Phrases

Incorporating transitional phrases can help make the connections between "they say" and "I say"
clearer. Useful phrases include:

- “According to [Author], …”
- “In contrast to [Source], I argue that …”
- “While [Author] contends that …, I believe …”

4. Revise for Coherence

After completing the initial draft, revise the essay to ensure coherence and clarity. Pay attention to:

- Logical flow between paragraphs
- Consistency in tone and style
- Clarity of arguments and evidence

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While the they say I say academic writing approach offers a robust framework, writers may encounter
challenges. Here are some common issues and strategies to address them:

1. Balancing Summary and Analysis

Writers may struggle with finding the right balance between summarizing others' arguments and
providing their own analysis. To overcome this:

- Set a limit on the length of the summary to ensure that the analysis remains prominent.
- Use the summary as a launching pad for your own argument.

2. Avoiding Plagiarism

Properly attributing ideas to their original authors is crucial to avoid plagiarism. To ensure academic
integrity:

- Always use citations for direct quotes and paraphrased ideas.
- Familiarize yourself with the appropriate citation style (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago) for your field.



3. Addressing Counterarguments

Some writers may find it challenging to address counterarguments effectively. To tackle this:

- Identify potential counterarguments early in the writing process.
- Develop a strategy for addressing these opposing views, whether through refutation or concession.

Conclusion

In conclusion, they say I say academic writing is a powerful approach that enhances the quality and
clarity of academic discourse. By structuring arguments in a way that emphasizes engagement with
the ideas of others, writers can effectively communicate their perspectives while contributing to the
ongoing scholarly conversation. By implementing the strategies outlined in this article, students and
scholars alike can refine their writing skills and foster a deeper understanding of their chosen
subjects. The resulting dialogue not only enriches individual arguments but also strengthens the
academic community as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of 'They Say / I Say' in academic
writing?
'They Say / I Say' emphasizes the importance of engaging with the ideas of others in academic
writing, encouraging writers to clearly present the perspectives of others ('they say') before
expressing their own arguments ('I say').

How does 'They Say / I Say' help in structuring an argument?
The framework provided by 'They Say / I Say' helps writers structure their arguments by ensuring that
they acknowledge and respond to opposing viewpoints, creating a more balanced and persuasive
narrative.

Can 'They Say / I Say' be applied outside of academic writing?
Yes, the principles of 'They Say / I Say' can be applied in various forms of writing and communication,
including persuasive essays, opinion pieces, and even everyday discussions, as it fosters critical
thinking and dialogue.

What are some common templates provided in 'They Say / I
Say'?
Common templates include phrases like 'X argues that...', 'While some may contend that...', and 'In
response to Y, I argue that...', which help writers articulate their points in relation to existing
discourse.



How can 'They Say / I Say' enhance the clarity of academic
writing?
'They Say / I Say' enhances clarity by encouraging writers to explicitly state the viewpoints they are
engaging with, thereby guiding readers through the argumentative landscape and making the writer's
stance more understandable.
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