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Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke is a powerful novella by Eric
LaRocca that explores themes of isolation, obsession, and the complexities of
human relationships in the age of digital communication. LaRocca’s gripping
narrative captivates readers with its blend of horror and tragedy, showcasing
the darker side of the human psyche. With a unique storytelling approach that
includes a series of emails, this book pushes the boundaries of traditional
narrative forms while providing an unsettling commentary on modern life.

Overview of the Novella

Published in 2021, "Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke" has quickly
gained traction among fans of horror and speculative fiction. The novella is
structured around a series of emails exchanged between two women, who connect
through a shared interest in a peculiar online marketplace. As their
correspondence deepens, so does their emotional entanglement, leading to
shocking revelations and a descent into madness.

Characters

The story revolves around two primary characters:

1. Zoe: A lonely and somewhat reclusive woman searching for meaning in her
life. She finds solace in her digital interactions but becomes increasingly
obsessed with the person on the other end of her correspondence.

2. Alice: A mysterious and alluring figure who initially captivates Zoe with

her charisma and creativity. However, as their relationship develops, Alice’s
darker tendencies begin to surface, complicating their bond.

Thematic Elements

LaRocca masterfully weaves various themes into the fabric of the novella,
creating a rich tapestry that resonates with readers. Below are some of the
most prominent themes explored in the story:

Isolation and Loneliness



Isolation is a central theme in "Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last
Spoke." Both Zoe and Alice grapple with feelings of loneliness, stemming from
their inability to connect with the world around them. This isolation drives
them to seek companionship through digital means, ultimately leading to a
toxic relationship. LaRocca poignantly illustrates how modern technology can
exacerbate feelings of disconnection, making the characters’ struggles
relatable to a contemporary audience.

Obsession

As the story progresses, the characters’ interactions take a darker turn,
revealing the fine line between affection and obsession. Zoe's infatuation
with Alice escalates, blurring the boundaries of their relationship. This
obsession fosters an environment where manipulation and emotional turmoil
thrive, ultimately leading to devastating consequences. LaRocca’'s portrayal
of obsession serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of losing oneself
in another person, especially in the digital age.

The Nature of Reality

LaRocca also delves into the nature of reality and perception. The novella
raises questions about what is real and what is constructed, particularly in
the context of online interactions. The characters’ identities become fluid
as they navigate their digital personas, leading to a disorienting experience
for both them and the reader. This theme challenges the audience to reflect
on their own online interactions and the authenticity of the connections they
forge.

Writing Style and Structure

One of the most striking aspects of "Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last
Spoke" is LaRocca’s writing style. The novella is characterized by:

- Concise Prose: LaRocca employs a minimalist approach, using sharp,
evocative language that captures the intensity of the characters’ emotions.

- Epistolary Format: The narrative unfolds through a series of emails,
creating an intimate glimpse into the characters’ thoughts and feelings. This
format allows for a deep exploration of the characters’ psyche while
maintaining a sense of immediacy.

- Building Tension: LaRocca expertly builds tension throughout the novella,
using pacing and structure to keep readers on the edge of their seats. As the
story progresses, the sense of dread intensifies, culminating in a shocking
and unforgettable conclusion.



Critical Reception

"Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke" has received widespread
acclaim from critics and readers alike. Some key points of praise include:

- Unique Narrative Style: Many have lauded LaRocca for his innovative use of
the epistolary format, which adds a layer of intimacy and urgency to the
story.

- Relatable Themes: The exploration of isolation, obsession, and the
complexities of digital communication resonates with many readers, making the
novella relevant in today’s society.

- Emotional Impact: Critics have noted the emotional weight of the story,
with its haunting themes leaving a lasting impression on readers. The ending,
in particular, has been described as both shocking and thought-provoking.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke" is a compelling
exploration of the darker aspects of human relationships in the digital age.
Eric LaRocca’s masterful storytelling, combined with his incisive commentary
on isolation and obsession, creates a haunting narrative that lingers long
after the last page is turned. This novella not only entertains but also
prompts readers to reflect on their own lives and the nature of their
connections in a world increasingly dominated by technology.

For anyone interested in psychological horror, modern relationships, or
simply a well-crafted story that challenges conventional norms, "Things Have
Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke" is a must-read. It serves as a poignant
reminder of the complexities of human interaction and the potential
consequences of our choices in an interconnected yet isolating world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last
Spoke' about?

The ebook explores the complexities of human relationships and the impact of
technology on communication, showcasing a deeply unsettling narrative that
dives into themes of isolation and emotional distress.



Who is the author of 'Things Have Gotten Worse Since
We Last Spoke'?

The ebook is authored by Eric LaRocca, known for his unique blend of horror
and psychological fiction.

What genre does 'Things Have Gotten Worse Since We
Last Spoke' belong to?

The ebook is primarily categorized as horror, but it also incorporates
elements of psychological thriller and dark fiction.

What themes are explored in the ebook?

Key themes include the fragility of human connection, the dangers of
obsession, and the impact of digital communication on relationships.

How has the reception been for 'Things Have Gotten
Worse Since We Last Spoke'?

The ebook has received positive reviews for its gripping narrative and
thought-provoking themes, garnering a strong following among fans of
contemporary horror.

Is 'Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke' a
standalone story?

Yes, the ebook is a standalone story, but it resonates with readers through
its exploration of universal themes that can relate to various personal
experiences.

What makes 'Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last
Spoke' different from other horror ebooks?

The ebook stands out due to its focus on emotional horror and the
psychological implications of modern communication rather than relying solely
on traditional horror tropes.

Are there any notable writing styles or techniques
used in the ebook?

Eric LaRocca employs an intimate and immersive writing style, often using
first-person perspectives to create a sense of immediacy and emotional
connection with the characters.



Can readers expect any plot twists in 'Things Have
Gotten Worse Since We Last Spoke'?

Yes, the ebook contains several unexpected twists that challenge readers'
perceptions of the characters and the unfolding events.

Where can readers purchase 'Things Have Gotten Worse
Since We Last Spoke'?

The ebook is available for purchase on various platforms, including Amazon,
Apple Books, and other major ebook retailers.
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