
things to know for apush exam
Things to know for APUSH exam can greatly impact your performance in this rigorous Advanced
Placement course. The AP United States History (APUSH) exam is designed to assess your
understanding of U.S. history from the pre-Columbian era to the present. Preparing for this exam
requires more than just memorizing facts; it entails developing critical thinking skills, understanding
historical themes, and practicing exam strategies. In this article, we will explore essential aspects of
the APUSH exam, including its structure, key themes, study tips, and resources to maximize your
chances of success.

Understanding the APUSH Exam Structure

Before diving into study techniques, it's crucial to understand what the APUSH exam entails. The
exam is divided into two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response questions.

1. Exam Format

- Multiple-Choice Section: This section consists of 55 questions, which account for 40% of your total
score. You will have 55 minutes to complete it. The questions cover a wide range of content, requiring
you to analyze both primary and secondary sources.

- Short Answer Section: This section features 3 questions, accounting for 20% of your score. You will
need to provide brief responses that demonstrate your understanding of historical contexts and
concepts.

- Document-Based Question (DBQ): The DBQ requires you to analyze and synthesize historical
documents to construct a coherent argument. This section comprises 25% of your score and requires
you to write an essay based on the provided documents.

- Long Essay Question (LEQ): You will choose one of two prompts to respond to in an essay format.
This section also makes up 15% of your score. It tests your ability to develop a thesis and support it
with relevant historical evidence.

Key Themes and Concepts

The APUSH exam is organized around several key themes and concepts that are integral to
understanding U.S. history. Familiarizing yourself with these will help you connect different historical
events and trends.

1. Themes



- American Identity: Explore how various factors, including race, ethnicity, culture, and gender, have
shaped the American identity over time.

- Politics and Power: Understand the development of the political system in the U.S., including the
Constitution, political parties, and significant Supreme Court decisions.

- Work, Exchange, and Technology: Investigate how economic systems, labor movements, and
technological advancements have influenced American society.

- Culture and Society: Analyze the impact of cultural movements, social reforms, and popular culture
on American life.

- Migration and Settlement: Examine patterns of migration and settlement, including the impact of
immigration on American demographics.

- Geography and the Environment: Consider how geography and environmental factors have shaped
historical events and experiences in the U.S.

- America in the World: Understand the role of the U.S. in global affairs, including wars, diplomacy,
and international relations.

2. Historical Periods

The APUSH curriculum is divided into nine historical periods, each with distinct themes and events.
Familiarize yourself with the following periods:

1. Period 1: 1491-1607 - Pre-Columbian societies and European exploration.
2. Period 2: 1607-1754 - Colonization and the development of colonial societies.
3. Period 3: 1754-1800 - The American Revolution and the formation of a new nation.
4. Period 4: 1800-1848 - Expansion, reform movements, and the emergence of political parties.
5. Period 5: 1844-1877 - Civil War, Reconstruction, and the challenges of rebuilding the nation.
6. Period 6: 1865-1898 - Industrialization, urbanization, and the rise of America on the world stage.
7. Period 7: 1890-1945 - Progressive reform, World Wars, and the Great Depression.
8. Period 8: 1945-1980 - Cold War, civil rights movements, and social change.
9. Period 9: 1980-Present - Contemporary America and post-Cold War developments.

Effective Study Strategies

To excel in the APUSH exam, implement effective study strategies tailored to the exam's format and
content.

1. Create a Study Schedule

Develop a study plan that allocates time for each historical period and key themes. Break your study
sessions into manageable chunks, focusing on different topics each week leading up to the exam.



2. Utilize Review Books and Resources

Invest in reputable APUSH review books that summarize key concepts and provide practice questions.
Some popular options include:

- "Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam" by Princeton Review
- "AP U.S. History Prep Plus" by Kaplan
- "The American Pageant" textbook

These resources often include practice tests and tips for the exam format.

3. Practice with Past Exams

Familiarize yourself with the exam format by practicing with past APUSH exams and sample
questions. Pay particular attention to the essay portions, as these require specific skills in
argumentation and evidence use.

4. Form Study Groups

Collaborating with classmates can enhance your understanding of complex concepts. Study groups
allow for discussion, debate, and explanation of ideas, reinforcing your knowledge while exposing you
to different perspectives.

5. Use Online Resources

Take advantage of online platforms that offer study aids, flashcards, and interactive quizzes. Websites
like Quizlet, Khan Academy, and AP Classroom provide valuable resources tailored to the APUSH
curriculum.

Exam Day Tips

As the exam date approaches, it's essential to prepare not just academically but also mentally and
physically.

1. Get Enough Rest

Prioritize sleep in the days leading up to the exam. A well-rested mind is more alert and capable of
recalling information.



2. Eat a Healthy Breakfast

On exam day, fuel your body with a nutritious breakfast to maintain energy levels. Avoid heavy or
greasy foods that could cause fatigue.

3. Manage Your Time During the Exam

During the exam, keep track of time. Allocate specific time limits for each section to ensure that you
can complete all questions.

4. Read Instructions Carefully

Take time to read the instructions for each section and each question thoroughly. Understanding what
is being asked is crucial to formulating accurate responses.

5. Stay Calm and Focused

If you encounter a challenging question, don't panic. Move on and return to it later if time allows.
Maintain a calm demeanor to think clearly and effectively.

Conclusion

Preparing for the APUSH exam requires dedication and strategic study. By understanding the exam
structure, familiarizing yourself with key themes and historical periods, and employing effective study
techniques, you can enhance your performance. Remember to manage your time wisely, practice
with past exams, and maintain a positive mindset as you approach this significant test. With the right
preparation, you can achieve success and earn college credit for your hard work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the APUSH exam?
The APUSH exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response
questions, including short-answer and long essay questions.

How should I best prepare for the document-based question
(DBQ)?
To prepare for the DBQ, practice analyzing primary sources, developing a thesis, and organizing an



essay that incorporates evidence from the documents.

What are some key themes to focus on for the APUSH exam?
Key themes include American identity, politics and power, work, exchange, and technology, as well as
geography and the environment.

How much time is allocated for each section of the APUSH
exam?
Students have 55 minutes for the multiple-choice section and 130 minutes for the free-response
section, which includes writing the DBQ and long essays.

What are some effective study strategies for APUSH?
Effective study strategies include creating a timeline of major events, using flashcards for key terms,
and practicing with past exam questions.

Are there specific historical periods I should focus on?
Yes, focus on understanding the major events and developments from each of the nine historical
periods outlined in the Course and Exam Description (CED).

What resources are recommended for APUSH exam
preparation?
Recommended resources include APUSH review books, online quizzes, educational videos, and study
groups with peers.

How important is understanding historical context for the
APUSH exam?
Understanding historical context is crucial, as it helps you analyze events and make connections
between different time periods and themes.

What role does analysis play in the APUSH exam essays?
Analysis is key in APUSH essays; you must not only present facts but also explain their significance
and relate them to your thesis.

How can I manage my time effectively during the exam?
To manage time effectively, practice pacing yourself during mock exams, allocate specific times for
each question, and stick to your schedule during the actual exam.
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