
think like a historian bulletin board

Think like a historian bulletin board is an innovative educational tool designed to engage students in critical
thinking and historical analysis. It serves as a dynamic resource for teachers and students alike, allowing them
to explore historical events, figures, and themes in a creative and interactive manner. By encouraging a mindset
that emphasizes inquiry, evidence evaluation, and contextual understanding, this bulletin board fosters a
deeper appreciation for history and its relevance to contemporary society.

Understanding the Concept of Thinking Like a Historian

Thinking like a historian involves adopting a critical approach to understanding the past. Historians do not
merely memorize dates and events; they analyze sources, consider multiple perspectives, and make connections to
present-day issues. This section outlines the core principles of historical thinking.

Core Principles of Historical Thinking

1. Sourcing: This involves examining the origins of a document or artifact. Who created it? When? Why?
Understanding the context helps determine the reliability and perspective of the source.

2. Contextualization: Placing events or documents within their broader historical context is essential. This
helps students understand the significance of events and how they relate to other historical occurrences.

3. Close Reading: Analyzing texts for deeper meanings, biases, and perspectives is crucial. This skill helps
students delve beyond surface-level interpretations.

4. Corroboration: Historians often compare multiple sources to gain a more comprehensive understanding of an
event or era. This practice helps identify biases and validate information.

5. Argumentation: Developing a strong argument based on evidence is a key part of historical inquiry. Students
learn to construct their interpretations by using data and sources effectively.

Components of a Think Like a Historian Bulletin Board

Creating a think like a historian bulletin board involves incorporating various elements that promote
engagement and critical thinking. Here are essential components to consider:

1. Interactive Elements

- Question of the Week: Pose a thought-provoking historical question each week that encourages students to
research and discuss. For example, "What were the causes of the American Civil War?"

- Source of the Month: Highlight a primary source document, artifact, or image. Include a short description and
prompts for analysis.

- Timeline: Create a visual timeline that students can contribute to, marking significant events and their
context.



2. Thematic Displays

- Historical Themes: Organize sections of the bulletin board around themes such as revolution, rights, or
innovation. Each theme can feature relevant images, quotes, and questions.

- Featured Figures: Highlight important historical figures, providing a brief biography and their significance in
history.

3. Student Contributions

- Research Projects: Allow students to display their research on the bulletin board. This could include
posters or digital presentations on historical topics they are passionate about.

- Reflections: Encourage students to write short reflections about their learning experiences, particularly
after engaging with specific historical content or discussions.

Implementing the Bulletin Board in the Classroom

Successfully implementing a think like a historian bulletin board requires planning and collaboration. Here’s
how educators can integrate this tool into their teaching strategies.

1. Collaborative Planning

- Involve Students in Design: Seek student input on the design and content of the bulletin board. This fosters
ownership and enthusiasm.

- Team Teaching: Collaborate with other teachers to create interdisciplinary themes that connect history to
literature, science, or art.

2. Regular Updates

- Weekly Maintenance: Assign students to update the bulletin board weekly, ensuring that it remains relevant
and engaging.

- Seasonal Themes: Incorporate seasonal events or anniversaries related to historical events to keep content
fresh and timely.

3. Assessment and Feedback

- Reflection Sessions: Dedicate time for students to reflect on what they’ve learned from the bulletin board,
discussing how it has influenced their understanding of history.

- Feedback Loop: Create a way for students to provide feedback on the bulletin board’s effectiveness and
suggest new ideas or improvements.



Benefits of a Think Like a Historian Bulletin Board

Using a think like a historian bulletin board offers numerous benefits for both students and educators. Here are
some key advantages:

1. Enhances Critical Thinking Skills

Students develop essential skills such as analysis, evaluation, and interpretation. These skills are crucial not
only in history but across all subjects.

2. Encourages Engagement and Participation

Interactive elements draw students in, fostering a sense of curiosity and motivation. When students see their
work displayed, it enhances their sense of belonging and responsibility in the classroom.

3. Fosters Collaborative Learning

The bulletin board serves as a platform for collaboration, allowing students to work together on projects
and discussions. This cooperative learning environment promotes teamwork and communication skills.

4. Builds Historical Literacy

Students become more proficient in historical inquiry, learning to source, contextualize, and interpret
information effectively. This literacy is crucial for navigating today’s complex world, where misinformation
can easily spread.

Challenges and Considerations

While a think like a historian bulletin board has many benefits, there are challenges to consider. Educators
should be aware of the following:

1. Time Constraints

Maintaining an updated bulletin board requires time and effort. Teachers need to balance this with their
curriculum demands and other educational responsibilities.

2. Diverse Learning Styles

Students have different learning preferences. It’s essential to include a variety of materials and activities on
the bulletin board to cater to all learners.



3. Resource Limitations

Access to resources such as primary source documents, art supplies, or digital tools may vary. Educators
should seek creative solutions to ensure all students have the opportunity to engage meaningfully.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a think like a historian bulletin board is a powerful educational tool that promotes critical
thinking and engagement with history. By incorporating interactive elements, thematic displays, and
opportunities for student contributions, educators can create a dynamic learning environment. The benefits of
enhancing critical thinking skills, encouraging collaboration, and building historical literacy far outweigh the
challenges. As students learn to think like historians, they gain valuable skills that will serve them well
beyond the classroom, preparing them to navigate and contribute to an increasingly complex world.
Implementing this resource in classrooms can inspire a new generation of thoughtful, engaged citizens who
appreciate the lessons of the past in shaping the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board?

A 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board is an educational tool designed to engage students in historical
thinking skills, encouraging them to analyze, interpret, and evaluate historical events and sources.

What are the key components of a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board?

Key components often include primary source documents, critical questions, timelines, historical maps, and
visual aids that prompt discussion and analysis among students.

How can teachers implement a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board in the
classroom?

Teachers can implement it by selecting relevant historical topics, displaying primary sources, and posting
guiding questions that prompt students to think critically and engage in group discussions.

What skills do students develop by using a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin
board?

Students develop skills such as critical thinking, analysis of primary sources, contextualization of events,
and the ability to make connections between past and present.

How can a bulletin board help in teaching historical empathy?

A bulletin board can help teach historical empathy by presenting diverse perspectives from different historical
figures and communities, encouraging students to understand the motivations and experiences of others.

What types of primary sources can be included on the bulletin board?

Types of primary sources can include letters, photographs, official documents, diaries, newspaper articles, and
artifacts that relate to the historical topic being studied.



Can students contribute to the 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board?

Yes, students can contribute by adding their own research findings, questions, or reflections on historical
topics, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

What role do guiding questions play in a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin
board?

Guiding questions play a crucial role by directing students' analysis, prompting them to think critically about
the sources and events displayed, and encouraging deeper inquiry.

How often should a 'Think Like a Historian' bulletin board be updated?

It should be updated regularly to reflect new topics, current events, or student contributions, ensuring it
remains relevant and engaging for ongoing discussions.
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