
thirteen days movie worksheet answer key
Thirteen Days movie worksheet answer key is an invaluable resource for educators and students
alike, particularly when studying the historical significance of the Cuban Missile Crisis. The film,
released in 2000 and directed by Roger Donaldson, dramatizes the events surrounding the crisis from
the perspective of President John F. Kennedy and his close advisors. A worksheet designed for this
movie can enhance understanding and retention of the critical moments and themes presented in the
film. In this article, we will explore the key aspects of the film, the importance of using a worksheet
for educational purposes, and provide a comprehensive answer key that can be utilized in classroom
settings.

Understanding the Film: Thirteen Days

Historical Context
The Cuban Missile Crisis, which occurred in October 1962, was a pivotal moment during the Cold War.
The film illustrates the tension between the United States and the Soviet Union, focusing on the
following key events:

1. U.S. reconnaissance missions: The discovery of Soviet missiles in Cuba through aerial surveillance.
2. Crisis meetings: The intense discussions among Kennedy and his advisors, known as the Executive
Committee of the National Security Council (ExComm).
3. Blockade: The decision to implement a naval blockade around Cuba to prevent further shipments of
missiles.
4. Diplomatic negotiations: The back-channel communications that ultimately led to the resolution of
the crisis.

Main Characters
The film features several key historical figures whose actions and decisions were crucial during the
crisis:

- John F. Kennedy (played by Bruce Greenwood): The 35th President of the United States, who faced
the monumental task of dealing with the crisis.
- Robert F. Kennedy (played by Steven Culp): The President's younger brother and Attorney General,
who played a vital role in advising the President.
- Adlai Stevenson (played by Dylan Baker): The U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, who
advocated for a diplomatic solution.
- McGeorge Bundy (played by Henry Strozier): The National Security Advisor who was integral to the
decision-making process.
- Dean Rusk (played by Michael Fairman): The Secretary of State, who provided insights on foreign
policy.



Importance of a Worksheet

Enhancing Engagement
Using a Thirteen Days movie worksheet answer key can significantly enhance student engagement.
Here are some benefits:

- Active Learning: Students are encouraged to take notes and reflect on the film's content, making the
viewing experience more interactive.
- Critical Thinking: Worksheets often include questions that prompt students to analyze characters'
decisions and the implications of those choices, fostering critical thinking skills.
- Discussion Facilitation: Teachers can use the worksheet as a starting point for classroom
discussions, allowing students to share their insights and opinions.

Key Themes and Concepts
The worksheet can help students identify and understand the critical themes presented in the film,
including:

- Leadership under pressure: How Kennedy and his advisors navigated this high-stakes situation.
- The importance of diplomacy: The film underscores the necessity of negotiation in conflict
resolution.
- Consequences of military action: The potential fallout of aggressive military responses is explored
throughout the film.

Sample Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Below are sample questions that might be included on a worksheet, along with an answer key for
teachers to use.

Sample Questions

1. What event triggered the Cuban Missile Crisis?
2. Describe the role of the ExComm during the crisis.
3. What was the significance of the naval blockade?
4. How did President Kennedy's leadership style influence the outcome of the crisis?
5. What were some of the options considered by the ExComm, and why were they ultimately rejected
or accepted?

Answer Key

1. What event triggered the Cuban Missile Crisis?



- The crisis was triggered by the discovery of Soviet nuclear missiles being installed in Cuba, which
was revealed through U.S. reconnaissance flights.

2. Describe the role of the ExComm during the crisis.
- The ExComm was a group of advisors assembled by President Kennedy to discuss and evaluate the
various responses to the Cuban Missile Crisis. They played a crucial role in formulating the U.S.
response and strategy.

3. What was the significance of the naval blockade?
- The naval blockade, termed a "quarantine" by Kennedy, was significant as it was a non-combative
measure that allowed the U.S. to prevent further Soviet shipments of missiles to Cuba without
escalating into full-scale war.

4. How did President Kennedy's leadership style influence the outcome of the crisis?
- Kennedy's leadership was characterized by careful deliberation and a willingness to consider
multiple viewpoints. His calm demeanor and commitment to diplomacy helped to de-escalate the
situation and ultimately avoid military confrontation.

5. What were some of the options considered by the ExComm, and why were they ultimately rejected
or accepted?
- Options included air strikes against missile sites, full invasion of Cuba, and diplomatic negotiations.
Air strikes were deemed too aggressive and likely to provoke a Soviet response, while invasion could
lead to a larger war. The quarantine was accepted as a balanced approach that allowed for diplomacy
while still showing strength.

Conclusion

The Thirteen Days movie worksheet answer key serves as a powerful tool for educators to facilitate
discussions and deepen students' understanding of the critical events that unfolded during the Cuban
Missile Crisis. By engaging with the film in a structured manner, students can better appreciate the
complexities of political decision-making in times of crisis. The themes of leadership, diplomacy, and
the implications of military actions presented in the film are not only relevant to historical studies but
also resonate with contemporary global issues. Using worksheets and answer keys can transform a
simple viewing of the film into an enriching educational experience that fosters critical thinking and
engagement with history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the movie 'Thirteen Days'?
The movie primarily focuses on the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962, detailing the tense political
and military decisions made by President John F. Kennedy and his administration.

What are some key themes explored in 'Thirteen Days'?
Key themes include leadership under pressure, the importance of communication in crisis, the moral



dilemmas of warfare, and the impact of political decisions on global peace.

Who are the main characters portrayed in the movie?
The main characters include President John F. Kennedy, his brother Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, and National Security Advisor McGeorge Bundy, among others involved in the crisis.

What is the significance of the title 'Thirteen Days'?
The title refers to the thirteen-day period in October 1962 during which the United States and the
Soviet Union were on the brink of nuclear war due to the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba.

How does the film depict the role of media during the Cuban
Missile Crisis?
The film illustrates the impact of media coverage on public perception and government decision-
making, showing how information was managed and communicated to the public during the crisis.

What educational purposes does a 'Thirteen Days' movie
worksheet serve?
A 'Thirteen Days' movie worksheet typically serves to engage students in critical thinking about
historical events, encourages discussion, and helps them analyze the film's portrayal of political
strategies and ethical dilemmas.
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