
this day in history december 6

This day in history December 6 marks a significant point in various historical events across the globe. From
political milestones to cultural achievements, December 6 has seen its fair share of transformative moments.
This article delves into notable occurrences on this day throughout history, highlighting various events,
figures, and their impact on society.

Historical Events on December 6

December 6 is synonymous with pivotal events that have shaped nations, cultures, and ideologies. Here are some
key historical moments that took place on this day:

1. The Establishment of the Republic of Iceland (1944)

One of the most significant events in Icelandic history occurred on December 6, 1944, when the nation formally
became a republic. Following centuries of Danish rule, Iceland declared independence during World War II. The
transition to a republic was marked by a ceremony in which the first President of Iceland, Sveinn Bj�rnsson,
took office. This event symbolized the end of colonial rule and the beginning of self-determination for the
Icelandic people.

- Key Points:
- Iceland declared independence from Denmark in 1944.
- Sveinn Bj�rnsson became the first President of the republic.
- This event was crucial for national identity and sovereignty.

2. The Founding of the National Mining University in Ukraine (1899)

On December 6, 1899, the National Mining University was established in Dnipro (then known as Yekaterinoslav),
Ukraine. This institution played a crucial role in the development of mining engineering and sciences in the region,
contributing to the industrial growth of Ukraine.

- Significance:
- The university became a center for education and research in mining and metallurgy.
- It fostered innovation and technological advancement in Ukraine's mining sector.

3. The First Performance of "The Nutcracker" (1892)

On December 6, 1892, Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky's beloved ballet "The Nutcracker" premiered in St. Petersburg,
Russia. Although the initial reception was lukewarm, the ballet has since become a holiday classic, celebrated
for its enchanting music and delightful choreography.

- Key Themes:
- The ballet tells the story of a young girl's magical journey.
- Its music includes iconic pieces such as the "Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy."
- Today, "The Nutcracker" is performed worldwide during the Christmas season.



4. The Launch of the Space Shuttle Discovery (1982)

On December 6, 1982, NASA launched the Space Shuttle Discovery on its first mission, STS-41-D. This mission
was notable for being the first to carry a crew of women astronauts, marking a significant step toward
gender equality in space exploration.

- Mission Highlights:
- The crew included astronaut Judith Resnik, the second American woman in space.
- The mission focused on deploying satellites and conducting scientific experiments.
- Discovery would go on to complete 39 missions, becoming one of NASA’s most reliable shuttles.

Famous Birthdays on December 6

December 6 is also noteworthy for the birth of influential figures who left a lasting impact in various fields,
including politics, science, and the arts.

1. William D. Coolidge (1873)

Born on December 6, 1873, William D. Coolidge was an American physicist who made significant contributions
to the field of electrical engineering. He is best known for inventing the Coolidge tube, an X-ray tube that
revolutionized medical imaging.

- Contributions:
- The Coolidge tube improved the quality and efficiency of X-ray machines.
- His work laid the groundwork for advancements in medical diagnostics.

2. George C. Scott (1927)

American actor George C. Scott, born on December 6, 1927, is renowned for his powerful performances in film
and theater. He gained fame for his role as General George S. Patton in the 1970 film "Patton," for which he
won an Academy Award.

- Career Highlights:
- Scott was the first actor to refuse an Oscar, protesting the awards system.
- He was known for his roles in films such as "Dr. Strangelove" and "The Hustler."
- His legacy endures through his impactful performances and contributions to the craft of acting.

3. Janos Starker (1924)

Born on December 6, 1924, Janos Starker was a Hungarian-American cellist whose virtuosic skill and musical
interpretations left an indelible mark on classical music. He was regarded as one of the greatest cellists of the
20th century.

- Achievements:
- Starker recorded numerous acclaimed albums and won multiple Grammy Awards.
- He taught at prestigious institutions, influencing generations of cellists.



Significant Deaths on December 6

The date has also witnessed the passing of several notable individuals whose contributions to their respective
fields were significant.

1. John McCormack (1945)

Famed Irish tenor John McCormack passed away on December 6, 1945. He was a prominent figure in the world of
opera and concert music, known for his powerful voice and charismatic performances.

- Legacy:
- McCormack was a popular recording artist and a significant figure in the early 20th-century music scene.
- His recordings continue to be celebrated for their emotional depth and technical prowess.

2. Thomas H. Huxley (1895)

An influential English biologist and anthropologist, Thomas H. Huxley, known as "Darwin's Bulldog," died on
December 6, 1895. Huxley was a staunch advocate for Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and made
significant contributions to the field of comparative anatomy.

- Contribution to Science:
- Huxley's work helped to popularize evolutionary biology and establish it as a scientific discipline.
- He played a crucial role in the debate over evolution versus creationism in the late 19th century.

Cultural Observances on December 6

In addition to historical events, December 6 is celebrated in various cultures around the world for different
reasons.

1. Saint Nicholas Day

In many parts of Europe, December 6 is celebrated as Saint Nicholas Day. This holiday honors Saint Nicholas, a
4th-century bishop known for his generosity and kindness. Traditions vary by country, but common customs
include:

- Gift-Giving: Children receive small gifts or sweets in their shoes, similar to the modern-day Santa Claus
tradition.
- Festivities: Parades and community celebrations often take place, featuring music, food, and cultural
performances.

2. Finnish Independence Day

December 6 is also significant for Finland, as it marks Finnish Independence Day. This day commemorates Finland's
declaration of independence from Russia in 1917. It is a national holiday celebrated with various events,
including:

- Ceremonies: The day is marked by official ceremonies and speeches honoring those who fought for Finland's



independence.
- Candle-Lighting: Many Finns light two candles in their windows to signify their commitment to freedom and
democracy.

Conclusion

This day in history December 6 serves as a reminder of the diverse array of events that have shaped our world.
From the establishment of republics to significant cultural milestones, this day reflects the complexities of
human history. The notable births and deaths associated with December 6 further illustrate the importance of
individuals in shaping our collective narrative. As we commemorate these events and figures, we gain a deeper
understanding of our past and its impact on the present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event occurred on December 6, 1884, in Washington, D.C.?

The Washington Monument was officially completed and dedicated on this day.

Which important political event took place on December 6, 1941?

President Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered a speech to Congress asking for a declaration of war against Japan,
just days before the attack on Pearl Harbor.

What disaster struck in London on December 6, 1952?

The Great Smog of London began, leading to thousands of deaths due to air pollution and poor visibility.

Which famous artist was born on December 6, 1942?

The renowned American singer-songwriter and musician, John D. Loudermilk, was born on this day.

What landmark decision did the United Nations make on December 6, 1990?

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child on this date.

What major event related to the internet occurred on December 6, 1995?

The first version of the popular web browser, Internet Explorer, was released by Microsoft.
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