
this is not who we are commonlit
answer key
This is not who we are commonlit answer key is a topic that resonates with
many students and educators as they navigate the complexities of literature
and comprehension in the classroom. CommonLit is a free online resource that
provides a wide array of reading materials and comprehension questions aimed
at improving literacy skills. One of the texts featured on CommonLit, "This
is Not Who We Are," challenges readers to reflect on identity, values, and
societal perceptions. As we delve into the answer key and discussion points
related to this text, we will explore its themes, character analysis, and the
questions that arise from the reading.

Overview of "This is Not Who We Are"

"This is Not Who We Are" is a poignant narrative that examines the struggles
of identity and the impact of societal expectations on individual lives. The
text invites readers to consider the disconnect between personal beliefs and
public perceptions. Through a compelling storyline and rich character
development, the author encourages a critical analysis of the factors that
shape our identities.

Theme Exploration

The central themes of "This is Not Who We Are" can be categorized into the
following:

1. Identity: The narrative delves into the complexities of personal identity,
questioning how external factors influence self-perception.
2. Societal Expectations: The text critiques societal norms and expectations,
highlighting how they can shape or distort individual identity.
3. Resilience: The characters in the story exhibit resilience, demonstrating
the strength required to navigate personal and societal challenges.

These themes resonate with readers, prompting them to reflect on their own
identities and the pressures they face from society.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "This is Not Who We Are" is crucial for a
comprehensive grasp of the text. The protagonist(s) often embody the central
themes, and their journeys illustrate the challenges of self-discovery and



acceptance.

Key Characters

1. Protagonist: The main character serves as a representation of the struggle
for identity. Their journey is marked by moments of introspection and
conflict as they grapple with societal expectations.
2. Antagonist: This character often embodies societal norms and pressures.
Their interactions with the protagonist highlight the challenges of
conformity and the fight for authenticity.
3. Supporting Characters: Friends, family, or mentors play essential roles in
shaping the protagonist's journey, providing support or posing additional
challenges.

By analyzing these characters, readers can better understand the nuances of
the narrative and the broader messages conveyed.

Comprehension Questions and Answers

CommonLit typically provides comprehension questions to assess students'
understanding of the text. Here, we will outline some potential questions and
the answers that can guide students in their analysis.

Sample Comprehension Questions

1. What is the central conflict faced by the protagonist?
- The protagonist struggles with the tension between their true identity and
the expectations imposed by society. This conflict drives the narrative and
prompts moments of self-reflection.

2. How do societal expectations affect the protagonist’s sense of self?
- Societal expectations create a disconnect between who the protagonist is
and who they are perceived to be. This disparity leads to feelings of
frustration and a quest for authenticity.

3. What role do supporting characters play in the protagonist's journey?
- Supporting characters either challenge or reinforce the protagonist's
beliefs. Their influence can lead to moments of growth or setbacks,
ultimately impacting the protagonist's self-discovery.

Answer Key Overview

While specific answer keys may vary depending on the interpretation of the



text, certain overarching answers can be provided. Educators and students can
use the following guidelines for a comprehensive understanding:

1. Understanding Identity: Answers should reflect an understanding of how the
protagonist's identity is shaped by both internal and external factors.
2. Analyzing Conflicts: Responses should illustrate the complexity of the
protagonist's conflicts and how they drive the narrative forward.
3. Character Relationships: Discussing the dynamics between characters can
provide insights into the protagonist's evolution throughout the story.

Discussion Points for Further Exploration

Engaging students in discussions about "This is Not Who We Are" can deepen
their comprehension and encourage critical thinking. Here are some discussion
points:

1. Personal Identity vs. Societal Identity:
- How do you define your identity?
- In what ways do societal expectations influence how you see yourself?

2. The Impact of External Voices:
- How do external opinions shape our perceptions of ourselves?
- Can external validation ever lead to a distorted sense of identity?

3. Resilience in the Face of Adversity:
- What does resilience look like in your life?
- How can characters in literature inspire us to be resilient?

By facilitating these discussions, educators help students connect the text
to their lives, fostering a deeper understanding of the themes explored.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis of "This is Not Who We Are" within the framework
of CommonLit provides crucial insights into the themes of identity, societal
expectations, and resilience. By dissecting the character dynamics and
engaging with comprehension questions, students can develop a nuanced
understanding of the text. The answer key serves as a guide, but the true
learning occurs through discussions and personal reflections that allow
students to connect their experiences with the narrative. As educators
continue to utilize resources like CommonLit, they cultivate an environment
where students can explore literature's profound impact on self-discovery and
societal awareness.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'This is Not Who We Are'?
The main theme revolves around identity and the struggles individuals face
when confronting societal expectations versus their true selves.

How does the author use personal experiences to
convey the message?
The author shares personal anecdotes that highlight the disconnect between
societal perceptions and personal realities, illustrating the complexity of
identity.

What literary devices are prevalent in 'This is Not
Who We Are'?
The author employs metaphors, imagery, and introspective narration to deepen
the emotional impact and enhance the reader's understanding of the central
message.

How does the concept of 'belonging' play a role in
the text?
Belonging is depicted as a crucial aspect of identity, with the narrative
exploring how societal pressures can alienate individuals from their true
selves.

What are some of the challenges faced by the
narrator in the text?
The narrator faces challenges such as societal judgment, internal conflict
regarding self-acceptance, and the pressure to conform to expected norms.

What conclusion does the author reach about personal
identity?
The author concludes that personal identity is multifaceted and should not be
defined solely by external perceptions, encouraging readers to embrace their
authentic selves.
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