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This Kindred People: Canadian-American Relations and the Anglo-Saxon Idea (1895-1903)

The late 19th and early 20th centuries were pivotal in shaping the relationship between Canada and
the United States, often referred to as "this kindred people." This period, particularly from 1895 to
1903, was marked by a blend of cultural affinity and political tension, underpinned by the Anglo-
Saxon idea that significantly influenced national identities and international relations. The concept
of Anglo-Saxonism played a critical role in the perception of both nations as they navigated their
respective identities while grappling with their close proximity and shared heritage.

The Historical Context of Canadian-American Relations

To understand the relations between Canada and the United States during this era, it is essential to
consider the historical backdrop. The Confederation of Canada in 1867 marked the beginning of a
new political landscape in North America, where Canada sought to establish its identity separate
from British colonial rule while maintaining ties with Britain. In contrast, the United States had long
been a symbol of independence and democratic ideals stemming from its revolutionary history.

The Influence of Anglo-Saxon Ideology

Anglo-Saxonism emerged as a significant ideology during this time, promoting the idea that English-
speaking peoples were inherently superior and destined to spread their culture and governance
across the globe. This belief contributed to the following perceptions:

Cultural Similarities: Both nations shared a language, legal systems, and cultural practices
that fostered a sense of kinship.

Political Ideals: The principles of democracy, individual rights, and expansionism were
championed by both nations, further entwining their identities.

Manifest Destiny: The U.S. concept of Manifest Destiny, which justified expansion across
North America, had implications for Canadian sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Key Events from 1895 to 1903

Several events during this period were pivotal in shaping Canadian-American relations. These events
highlighted both the cooperative and contentious aspects of the relationship.



Venezuelan Crisis (1895): The U.S. took a strong stance against British colonial interests in1.
Venezuela, invoking the Monroe Doctrine. This crisis brought Canada into the discourse, as it
was still under British rule, leading to increased Canadian nationalism and a desire for greater
autonomy.

The Klondike Gold Rush (1896-1899): This event drew thousands of Americans into the2.
Canadian Yukon, promoting economic interdependence and migration but also raising
concerns about border security and immigration policies.

The Alaska Boundary Dispute (1898-1903): The disagreement between Canada and the3.
U.S. over the border between Alaska and Canada led to tensions, showcasing the complexities
of national boundaries and the implications of colonial legacies.

Reciprocity Treaty (1911): Although this treaty was signed outside the specified years, the4.
discussions and negotiations leading up to it in the late 1890s laid the groundwork for
economic cooperation between the two nations.

Impacts of Cultural Exchange

The cultural exchange between Canada and the United States during this period was profound.
Shared media, literature, and entertainment fostered a sense of kinship that transcended political
disagreements.

Media and Literature

The proliferation of newspapers and magazines in both countries often featured similar stories,
promoting cultural values and ideals. Authors and intellectuals, such as:

Mark Twain: His works critiqued society and politics, resonating with readers on both sides
of the border.

Lucy Maud Montgomery: Her writings, particularly the "Anne of Green Gables" series,
captured Canadian life and its connections to American ideals.

This exchange fostered a cultural bond that would later be reflected in shared values and norms.

Sports and Entertainment

The rise of sports as a popular pastime also contributed to the friendly rivalry and kinship between
Canadians and Americans. Baseball, hockey, and other sports became avenues for cross-border
interactions. Events such as:



The Stanley Cup: Established in 1893, this hockey championship showcased teams from both
countries, fostering a competitive yet friendly relationship.

Baseball: The popularity of baseball in Canada, particularly in cities like Toronto, mirrored
the enthusiasm in the U.S., creating a shared cultural experience.

These sports not only fostered competition but also reinforced the notion of shared identity.

Political Tensions and National Identity

Despite the cultural ties, political tensions were also a defining feature of Canadian-American
relations during this period. The Anglo-Saxon idea often led to the perception that American
expansionism could threaten Canadian sovereignty.

Nationalism in Canada

As Canadians became more aware of their distinct identity, they began to push back against
American imperialism. Events such as:

The Boer War (1899-1902): Canada’s decision to support Britain in this conflict stirred
debates about loyalty and national identity, leading to an increased desire for independence.

The formation of the Canadian Navy (1910): The establishment of a national navy was a
significant step in asserting Canadian sovereignty and distancing itself from reliance on British
forces.

These developments illustrated a shift in the perception of Canadian identity, emphasizing autonomy
while still acknowledging cultural ties to the United States.

Conclusion

The period between 1895 and 1903 marked a complex chapter in Canadian-American relations,
characterized by shared heritage and cultural exchange as well as political tensions rooted in the
Anglo-Saxon idea. As both nations grappled with their identities, they laid the foundation for future
interactions that would continue to evolve into the 20th century and beyond. Understanding these
historical dynamics is crucial to comprehending contemporary Canadian-American relations, as the
legacies of this era still resonate in the political, cultural, and social fabric of both countries today.

In conclusion, the notion of "this kindred people" is a testament to the enduring connections and
challenges faced by Canada and the United States, reflecting a rich tapestry of history that



continues to shape their relationship in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main themes of the Anglo-Saxon idea in the
context of Canadian-American relations between 1895 and
1903?
The Anglo-Saxon idea during this period emphasized racial and cultural superiority, promoting the
belief that English-speaking peoples were destined to expand and civilize other nations. This
ideology influenced Canadian-American relations by fostering a sense of kinship and shared destiny
between the two nations, often overshadowing differences.

How did the concept of 'kindred peoples' shape diplomatic
interactions between Canada and the United States during
this era?
The concept of 'kindred peoples' fostered a sense of familial ties and cultural affinity that influenced
diplomatic interactions. It encouraged cooperation in trade, defense, and cultural exchange, as both
nations viewed each other as allies rather than adversaries.

What role did the Alaska boundary dispute play in Canadian-
American relations from 1895 to 1903?
The Alaska boundary dispute, which arose over the territorial claims in the region, tested the
'kindred peoples' narrative. It fueled nationalist sentiments in Canada, as many Canadians felt that
their American counterparts were disregarding their claims, leading to increased tensions before the
issue was eventually resolved peacefully.

How did the Anglo-Saxon idea impact public perception of
Canada in the United States during the late 19th century?
The Anglo-Saxon idea cultivated a perception of Canada as a 'younger sibling' to the United States,
fostering a sense of patronization but also admiration. Many Americans viewed Canada as an
extension of their own cultural and political values, which led to a mix of support and condescension
in public discourse.

In what ways did economic interests influence Canadian-
American relations amidst the Anglo-Saxon ideology between
1895 and 1903?
Economic interests, particularly in trade and resource extraction, were significant in shaping
Canadian-American relations. The Anglo-Saxon ideology provided a framework for collaboration,
leading to increased trade agreements and economic partnerships, as both nations sought mutual



benefits from their 'kindred' status.

What were the implications of the Anglo-Saxon idea for the
treatment of Indigenous peoples in Canada and the United
States during this time?
The Anglo-Saxon idea often justified the marginalization and assimilation of Indigenous peoples in
both Canada and the United States, as it framed them as obstacles to progress. This led to policies
that aimed at erasing Indigenous cultures and facilitating the expansion of Anglo-Saxon dominance
in North America.
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