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This political cartoon from 1933 is suggesting that President Roosevelt was grappling with the
immense challenges of the Great Depression, as he sought to implement his New Deal policies. The
cartoon, like many political illustrations of the time, employs satire and visual metaphors to comment
on Roosevelt's efforts and the public's perception of his leadership. In this article, we will explore the
historical context of the cartoon, the symbolism used, Roosevelt's New Deal initiatives, and the public
reaction to his policies, providing a comprehensive understanding of the political landscape of 1933.

Historical Context of 1933

The year 1933 marked a critical juncture in American history. The United States was in the grips of
the Great Depression, a severe economic downturn that began in 1929 and lasted throughout the
1930s. By 1933, unemployment had soared to approximately 25%, banks were failing, and many
Americans were experiencing extreme poverty.

The Role of Franklin D. Roosevelt

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) was inaugurated as the 32nd president of the United States on March
4, 1933. His election came at a time when the American public was desperate for change and
solutions to the economic crisis. Roosevelt's optimistic demeanor and his promise of a "New Deal"
aimed to provide relief, recovery, and reform for the nation.

Key aspects of Roosevelt's presidency during this time included:

1. Immediate Action: Roosevelt initiated the "First 100 Days," a period during which he pushed
through a series of landmark legislation.

2. Fireside Chats: He utilized radio broadcasts to communicate directly with the American people,
explaining his policies and instilling a sense of hope.

3. Banking Reforms: Roosevelt implemented measures to stabilize the banking system, including the
Emergency Banking Act and the establishment of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC).
4. Employment Programs: Initiatives such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Public
Works Administration (PWA) were created to provide jobs and stimulate economic growth.

Analysis of the Political Cartoon

Political cartoons serve as a powerful medium for political commentary, often using humor and
exaggeration to convey complex ideas. The cartoon in question from 1933 likely depicts Roosevelt in
a manner that reflects public sentiment towards his New Deal policies.



Symbolism in the Cartoon

To understand the cartoon's message, it is crucial to analyze the symbols and characters depicted:

- Roosevelt's Image: Often portrayed with an optimistic smile, Roosevelt may be shown grappling with
oversized problems, symbolizing the challenges he faced.

- The New Deal: This might be represented as a large, complex machine or a set of scales, illustrating
the balancing act between various competing interests and the weight of expectations.

- Public Reaction: The cartoon may include caricatures of everyday citizens or business leaders,
showcasing their varied responses to Roosevelt's initiatives—ranging from hope to skepticism.

Key Themes in the Cartoon

Several themes can be extrapolated from the cartoon:

1. Struggle for Recovery: Roosevelt's efforts may be depicted as an uphill battle against the forces of
economic despair.

2. Diverse Opinions: The cartoon could illustrate differing public opinions about the New Deal, with
some characters expressing optimism while others are skeptical or critical.

3. Critique of Leadership: The cartoon may hint at the idea that while Roosevelt was trying to lead the
nation towards recovery, there were significant obstacles and criticisms that he had to navigate.

Roosevelt's New Deal Initiatives

The New Deal was not a single policy but rather a series of programs and reforms designed to address
the economic crisis. Understanding these initiatives is essential to grasping the cartoon’s context.

Major Components of the New Deal

- Relief Programs: Aimed at providing immediate assistance to those in need.
- Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA): Provided funds for state and local relief efforts.
- Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Employed young men in environmental projects.

- Recovery Programs: Intended to stimulate the economy and create jobs.
- National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA): Established regulations for fair competition and labor rights.
- Public Works Administration (PWA): Funded large-scale public works projects.

- Reform Programs: Designed to prevent future economic crises.
- Social Security Act: Established a safety net for the elderly and unemployed.
- Securities Exchange Act: Regulated the stock market to prevent fraud and protect investors.



Public Reception of the New Deal

The reception of Roosevelt's New Deal was mixed. While many Americans welcomed the relief and
employment opportunities, others criticized the measures as government overreach.

- Supporters:
- Many viewed the New Deal as a necessary response to the economic crisis.
- Labor unions and marginalized groups often felt empowered by new rights and protections.

- Critics:

- Some believed Roosevelt was expanding government power too much and undermining free
enterprise.

- Critics from the right, including business leaders, feared that the New Deal would lead to socialism.
- Leftists, including figures like Huey Long, argued that the New Deal did not go far enough in
addressing wealth inequality.

Conclusion

In summary, this political cartoon from 1933 is suggesting that President Roosevelt was navigating a
turbulent political landscape while striving to implement his New Deal policies. The Great Depression
presented unprecedented challenges, and Roosevelt's response was met with a mixture of hope and
skepticism. Through the use of symbolism and satire, the cartoon encapsulated the diverse public
opinions surrounding his leadership and the ongoing struggle for economic recovery.

By understanding the historical context, the symbolic elements of the cartoon, and the various
responses to the New Deal, we gain deeper insight into the complexities of Roosevelt's presidency.
The cartoon not only reflects the sentiments of its time but also serves as a reminder of the enduring
challenges of leadership during a crisis. As we reflect on this period, it becomes clear that political
cartoons continue to play a vital role in shaping public discourse and understanding political
dynamics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main message of the 1933 political cartoon
related to President Roosevelt?

The cartoon likely critiques or supports Roosevelt's New Deal policies, suggesting that he is either
addressing the economic crisis effectively or overstepping his authority.

How does the cartoon reflect public sentiment towards
Roosevelt during the Great Depression?

The cartoon may illustrate mixed feelings, showing both hope for recovery through Roosevelt's
actions and skepticism about the government's role in the economy.



What specific policies or actions of Roosevelt could be
depicted in the cartoon?

The cartoon might reference the establishment of Social Security, banking reforms, or job creation
programs, highlighting the impact these had on American society.

In what ways did political cartoons serve as a form of
communication during Roosevelt's presidency?

Political cartoons provided a visual and satirical commentary on current events, influencing public
opinion and providing insight into complex political issues in a digestible format.

What artistic techniques are commonly used in political
cartoons to convey their messages?

Common techniques include exaggeration, caricature, symbolism, and irony, all of which help to
emphasize the cartoonist's perspective on Roosevelt's political actions.
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