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Introduction
Thomas Aquinas on God and Evil is a profound topic that delves into the philosophical and
theological inquiries surrounding the existence of evil in a world created by an all-good, omnipotent
God. Aquinas, a 13th-century Dominican friar and theologian, is known for his synthesis of
Aristotelian philosophy with Christian doctrine, particularly in his seminal work, the "Summa
Theologica." This article explores Aquinas's views on the nature of God, the problem of evil, and the
implications for human understanding of morality and divine justice.

The Nature of God According to Aquinas
Aquinas's conception of God is rooted in classical theism, where God is understood as:

Omnipotent: All-powerful, capable of doing anything that is logically possible.

Omniscient: All-knowing, possessing complete knowledge of past, present, and future.

Omnibenevolent: All-good, embodying the highest moral goodness.

Impassible: Not subject to change or suffering, remaining unaffected by the created world.

Aquinas argues that God is the necessary being whose essence is existence itself. This means that
God exists necessarily, and from this existence flows all created reality. Understanding this nature of
God is crucial because it sets the stage for addressing the problem of evil.

The Problem of Evil
The problem of evil poses a significant challenge to theistic belief. It questions how evil can exist in a
world governed by an all-good, all-powerful God. Aquinas addresses this issue in a systematic
manner. He distinguishes between two types of evil:

Moral Evil
Moral evil arises from human actions that violate God's will. Aquinas acknowledges that humans
possess free will, which is essential for true moral responsibility. The existence of free will means
that individuals can choose to do good or evil, and this capacity for choice is a gift from God,
allowing for authentic love and virtue.



Natural Evil
Natural evil refers to suffering caused by natural events, such as disasters, diseases, and the
inherent suffering within the natural order. Aquinas suggests that natural evils can serve a greater
purpose in God's divine plan. For example, suffering can lead to greater goods, such as personal
growth, compassion, and the realization of the transient nature of life.

Aquinas's Theodicy
Aquinas presents a theodicy, an explanation of why an all-good God permits evil. His arguments can
be outlined as follows:

Free Will and Responsibility: The existence of evil is a consequence of human free will. God,1.
in His goodness, allows humans to make choices, and with that freedom comes the potential
for evil actions.

Greater Good: Some evils can lead to greater goods that would not be possible without the2.
presence of suffering. For instance, perseverance through trials can lead to stronger character
and virtues.

Divine Plan: Aquinas posits that God has an overarching plan that humans may not fully3.
comprehend. What seems like evil may be part of a larger divine order that ultimately leads to
good.

Testing of Faith: Suffering and evil can serve to test and strengthen one's faith. Trials can4.
bring individuals closer to God, fostering spiritual growth and deeper understanding.

The Role of Evil in the World
Aquinas also explores the notion that evil contributes to the overall good of creation. He suggests
that:

Contrast with Good: The existence of evil provides a contrast that allows individuals to
recognize and appreciate goodness. Without darkness, light would have no meaning.

Opportunity for Virtue: Evil actions create opportunities for individuals to act virtuously.
The presence of challenges encourages virtues such as courage, patience, and compassion.

Ultimate Justice


