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Thomas Paine's Common Sense Analysis Answer Key is an essential resource for
understanding one of the most influential pamphlets in American history.
Published in January 1776, "Common Sense" played a pivotal role in
galvanizing public opinion toward the cause of independence from Great
Britain. This article will delve into the key themes, arguments, and
implications of Paine's work, providing a comprehensive analysis that can
serve as an answer key for students and scholars alike.

Historical Background

Before analyzing Paine's "Common Sense," it is crucial to understand the
historical context in which it was written. The mid-18th century was marked
by increasing tensions between the American colonies and British authorities.
Events such as the Stamp Act (1765) and the Boston Tea Party (1773) had
fueled resentment among colonists. By the time Paine published his pamphlet,
many colonists were questioning their loyalty to the British Crown.

The Role of Pamphlets in Revolutionary Thought

Pamphlets were a popular form of communication in the 18th century, offering
a means for intellectuals to share their ideas with the public. Paine's
"Common Sense" was revolutionary not just for its content but also for its
accessibility. Written in clear, persuasive language, it reached a broad
audience, making complex political ideas understandable to the average
person.

Key Themes and Arguments

Paine's "Common Sense" is packed with arguments that challenge the status quo
and advocate for independence. Here are some of the key themes:

Critique of Monarchy: Paine argues that monarchy is an illegitimate form1.
of government. He points out that hereditary succession is not a valid
basis for authority and that kings are not inherently superior to their
subjects.

Natural Rights: Paine emphasizes that all individuals have inherent2.
rights that must be protected. He references Enlightenment thinkers like
John Locke, advocating for the idea that government should exist to
serve the people.

The Case for Independence: Paine makes a compelling argument for the3.
colonies to break away from British rule. He asserts that reconciliation
with Britain is not a viable option and that independence is the only
way to secure freedom.



The Benefits of Self-Government: Paine outlines the potential benefits4.
of establishing a democratic government in America, including the
ability to create laws that reflect the will of the people.

Urgency of Action: Throughout the pamphlet, Paine stresses the5.
importance of immediate action. He argues that delaying independence
will only lead to further oppression and suffering.

Structure of the Pamphlet

Paine's pamphlet is structured in a way that builds his arguments logically.
He begins with an introduction that establishes the purpose of his writing,
followed by sections that delve into specific critiques of British rule and
philosophical justifications for independence. The concluding sections are
powerful calls to action, urging readers to embrace the fight for freedom.

Impact on American Society

The publication of "Common Sense" had a profound impact on American society.
It sold over 100,000 copies within a few months, reaching a diverse audience.
Its influence can be seen in several ways:

Mobilizing Public Opinion

Paine's clear and passionate prose resonated with many colonists, helping to
shift public opinion in favor of independence. His arguments made the case
that the struggle against Britain was not just a political issue but a moral
imperative.

Influencing Key Figures

"Common Sense" also influenced key figures of the American Revolution.
Leaders like Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were inspired by its arguments,
which helped shape the Declaration of Independence. The pamphlet provided a
philosophical backbone to the revolutionary cause, emphasizing the importance
of liberty and self-governance.

Establishing a Foundation for Democracy

Paine's work laid the groundwork for the democratic principles that would
later be enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. His ideas about government
accountability and the rights of individuals became central tenets of
American democracy.



Analysis of Major Quotes

To further understand "Common Sense," an analysis of some of its major quotes
can be insightful. Each quote reflects Paine's core arguments and ideals.

"These are the times that try men's souls." - This opening line
emphasizes the gravity of the situation and the moral challenges faced
by individuals during a revolutionary period.

"The sun never shined on a cause of greater worth." - Here, Paine
elevates the struggle for independence, framing it as a noble cause that
deserves the support of all Americans.

"It is the first responsibility of every citizen to question authority."
- This quote underscores the importance of critical thinking and
skepticism in governance, a theme that resonates in modern democratic
societies.

Counterarguments and Critiques

While "Common Sense" was widely praised, it did face criticism. Some of the
counterarguments include:

Overly Simplistic Views

Critics argue that Paine's portrayal of monarchy and British rule was overly
simplistic. They contend that not all monarchs are tyrants and that some
forms of government can be beneficial.

Neglect of Economic Consequences

Some historians have pointed out that Paine did not adequately address the
economic implications of independence. The potential loss of trade with
Britain and the economic instability that could arise from breaking away were
significant concerns for many colonists.

Legacy of Common Sense

The legacy of "Common Sense" continues to be felt today. Its ideas about
individual rights, government accountability, and the importance of civic
engagement remain relevant. The pamphlet is often studied in schools as a
foundational text in American history and political thought.



Common Sense in Modern Contexts

In today's political climate, the themes of "Common Sense" resonate with
ongoing debates about government authority, individual freedoms, and the role
of citizens in a democracy. Paine’s call for critical engagement with power
structures remains a vital part of political discourse.

Conclusion

In summary, the Thomas Paine Common Sense Analysis Answer Key serves as a
valuable tool for understanding the significance of Paine's work in the
context of American history. Through his compelling arguments and accessible
writing style, Paine was able to mobilize public sentiment and lay the
groundwork for the American Revolution. His ideas continue to inspire
discussions about democracy, freedom, and the responsibilities of
citizenship, making "Common Sense" a timeless piece of literature. As we
reflect on its impact, we recognize the enduring relevance of Paine's
insights into governance and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented by Thomas Paine
in 'Common Sense'?

The main argument presented by Thomas Paine in 'Common Sense' is that it is
time for the American colonies to break away from British rule and establish
an independent republic based on democratic principles.

How does Paine view monarchy in 'Common Sense'?

Paine critiques monarchy as an illegitimate form of government that promotes
tyranny and is incompatible with the principles of freedom and equality.

What role does Paine attribute to government in
society?

Paine argues that government is a necessary evil designed to protect the
rights and freedoms of individuals, but it should be limited and accountable
to the people.

What are some key rhetorical strategies used by Paine
in 'Common Sense'?

Paine employs plain language, appeals to common sense, rhetorical questions,
and emotional appeals to engage his readers and persuade them to support
independence.



How does Paine address the potential consequences of
independence?

Paine acknowledges the risks of independence but argues that the benefits of
self-governance and the potential for a better society outweigh the dangers
of remaining under British control.

What impact did 'Common Sense' have on the American
Revolution?

'Common Sense' had a profound impact on the American Revolution by
galvanizing public opinion in favor of independence and providing a clear and
accessible argument for breaking away from British rule.

What is the significance of the title 'Common Sense'?

The title 'Common Sense' signifies Paine's aim to present rational and
straightforward arguments that appeal to the ordinary person, making the case
for independence easily understandable and relatable.
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