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Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet answers Quizlet have become a valuable resource for students
and educators alike as they delve into one of the most influential pamphlets in American history. "Common
Sense," written by Thomas Paine in 1776, played a pivotal role in advocating for American independence
from British rule. This article aims to explore the themes, significance, and educational resources related to
"Common Sense," including the use of Quizlet for studying and understanding its content.

Overview of Thomas Paine's "Common Sense"

"Common Sense" was published in January 1776 and quickly became a bestseller in the American colonies.
Paine's pamphlet argued for independence, outlining the reasons why the colonies should break away from
British governance. It was written in a straightforward, accessible style, which made it appealing to a broad
audience.

Key Themes in "Common Sense"

1. Independence: Paine strongly advocated for the colonies' independence from Britain, arguing that it was
not only necessary but also inevitable.
2. Critique of Monarchy: He critiqued the concept of monarchy, particularly the hereditary succession that
placed power in the hands of individuals who were unqualified to rule.
3. Natural Rights: Paine emphasized the idea of natural rights, arguing that all individuals are entitled to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
4. Government as a Necessary Evil: He posited that government is a necessary evil, designed to protect the
rights of individuals, but it should not infringe upon those rights.
5. The American Identity: Paine called for the creation of a new American identity, distinct from British
influence, based on democratic principles.

The Impact of "Common Sense"

The pamphlet had an immediate and profound impact on the American colonies. It helped to galvanize
public opinion in favor of independence and provided a rallying point for the revolutionary movement.
Here are some key points regarding its impact:



- Broad Reach: The pamphlet sold over 500,000 copies in its first year, reaching a large audience and
influencing many colonists who were previously undecided about independence.
- Political Mobilization: "Common Sense" spurred political discussions and debates, leading to greater
involvement in the revolution.
- Foundational Text: It is often considered one of the foundational texts of American democracy and has
inspired numerous movements for independence and rights around the world.

Using Quizlet to Study "Common Sense"

In the digital age, tools like Quizlet have become invaluable for students studying historical texts. Quizlet
allows users to create and share flashcards, quizzes, and other learning materials, making the study of
"Common Sense" more engaging and interactive.

Benefits of Using Quizlet for Studying "Common Sense"

1. Interactive Learning: Quizlet's interactive flashcards and games make it easier for students to memorize
key concepts and terms associated with Paine's work.
2. Accessibility: Quizlet can be accessed from various devices, allowing students to study on the go.
3. Community Resources: Many educators and students have created study sets specifically for "Common
Sense," allowing users to benefit from shared knowledge and resources.
4. Customization: Users can create their own flashcards tailored to their specific needs, focusing on themes,
quotes, or historical context.

Sample Quizlet Flashcards for "Common Sense"

To give an idea of what a Quizlet study set might look like, here are some sample flashcards:

- Flashcard 1: What year was "Common Sense" published?
- Answer: 1776

- Flashcard 2: What does Paine argue is the primary purpose of government?
- Answer: To protect the natural rights of individuals.

- Flashcard 3: Name one argument Paine uses against monarchy.
- Answer: Monarchy is an illegitimate form of government because it relies on hereditary succession.

- Flashcard 4: What is the significance of "Common Sense" in American history?
- Answer: It galvanized public opinion in favor of independence and helped lay the groundwork for the



American Revolution.

Educational Activities Related to "Common Sense"

In addition to using Quizlet, educators can implement various activities to help students engage with the
content of "Common Sense."

Discussion Questions

1. How does Paine’s argument for independence differ from other colonial leaders at the time?
2. In what ways does Paine’s writing style contribute to the effectiveness of his message?
3. What are some counterarguments to Paine’s views on monarchy and government?

Creative Assignments

- Pamphlet Creation: Students can create their own pamphlet arguing for a modern issue using Paine's
persuasive techniques.
- Role Play: Students can participate in a role-play exercise where they debate the ideas presented in
"Common Sense" from the perspectives of Loyalists and Patriots.
- Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast "Common Sense" with other revolutionary texts, such as the
Declaration of Independence.

Conclusion

In summary, Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" remains a cornerstone of American political thought and a
powerful argument for freedom and democracy. The use of educational tools like Quizlet enhances the
learning experience, making it easier for students to grasp the key concepts and historical significance of
the text. As educators continue to explore innovative ways to teach American history, resources like
Quizlet will undoubtedly play a vital role in shaping the understanding of foundational texts like "Common
Sense." By engaging with Paine's ideas, students not only learn about the past but also develop critical
thinking skills relevant to contemporary discussions about government, rights, and democracy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented in Thomas Paine's 'Common
Sense'?
The main argument is that the American colonies should gain independence from British rule and establish
a democratic government.

How did 'Common Sense' influence public opinion during the American
Revolution?
It galvanized support for independence by making complex political ideas accessible to the general public
and encouraging revolutionary sentiments.

What type of government does Paine advocate for in 'Common Sense'?
Paine advocates for a republic, where power resides with the people and representatives are elected to
govern.

What are some reasons Paine gives for rejecting monarchy?
Paine argues that monarchy is an illegitimate form of government based on hereditary succession and that
it leads to tyranny and oppression.

In what year was 'Common Sense' published?
It was published in January 1776.

What impact did 'Common Sense' have on the Continental Congress?
It helped to sway members of the Continental Congress towards the idea of declaring independence from
Britain.

How does Paine address the potential fears of independence in his
writing?
Paine reassures readers that independence offers opportunities for freedom and self-governance, alleviating
fears of instability.



What role did pamphlets like 'Common Sense' play in the Revolutionary
War?
Pamphlets served as powerful tools for propaganda, spreading revolutionary ideas and mobilizing public
support for independence.

How does Paine's writing style in 'Common Sense' contribute to its
effectiveness?
Paine's clear, direct, and persuasive language makes complex ideas easy to understand and resonates with a
wide audience.
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