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The Thoth Tarot deck, created by the renowned occultist Aleister Crowley and
illustrated by Lady Frieda Harris in the early 20th century, is a rich
tapestry of symbolic imagery and philosophical depth. This deck is steeped in
the traditions of Western esotericism, drawing from various mystical systems,
including Kabbalah, astrology, and alchemy. Understanding the Thoth Tarot
cards requires not only an appreciation of their imagery but also an insight
into the intricate meanings behind each card. This guide will explore the
major and minor arcana of the Thoth Tarot, providing a comprehensive
understanding of their meanings, symbolism, and applications in reading.

Overview of the Thoth Tarot Deck

The Thoth Tarot deck consists of 78 cards divided into two main categories:
the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.

Major Arcana

The Major Arcana contains 22 cards that represent significant life themes,
spiritual lessons, and karmic influences. Each card is numbered from 0 to 21
and carries profound meanings that resonate on a universal level.

Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana consists of 56 cards divided into four suits: Wands, Cups,
Swords, and Disks (or Pentacles). Each suit corresponds to different aspects
of life, and the cards within them represent everyday experiences, emotions,
and challenges. Each suit contains 14 cards: 10 numbered cards and 4 court
cards (Page, Knight, Queen, King).

Major Arcana Card Meanings

Each card in the Major Arcana embodies archetypal energies and significant
life events. Below are the meanings of each card:



The Fool (0)
- Keywords: New beginnings, spontaneity, innocence.
- Meaning: Represents potential and the adventure of taking risks. It
encourages embracing the unknown with an open heart.

The Magus (I)
- Keywords: Willpower, manifestation, resourcefulness.
- Meaning: Symbolizes the power of creation and the ability to harness one's
will to manifest desires.

The High Priestess (II)
- Keywords: Intuition, mystery, the subconscious.
- Meaning: Represents hidden knowledge and the importance of listening to
one’s intuition.

The Empress (III)
- Keywords: Fertility, abundance, nurturing.
- Meaning: Embodies creativity, motherhood, and the nurturing aspects of
life.

The Emperor (IV)
- Keywords: Authority, structure, control.
- Meaning: Represents stability, leadership, and the need for order and
discipline.

The Hierophant (V)
- Keywords: Tradition, spirituality, guidance.
- Meaning: Symbolizes spiritual teachings and the importance of tradition and
conformity.

The Lovers (VI)
- Keywords: Union, choices, duality.
- Meaning: Represents love, relationships, and the choices that shape our
lives.

The Chariot (VII)
- Keywords: Willpower, determination, control.



- Meaning: Embodies the triumph over obstacles through willpower and
discipline.

Adjustment (VIII)
- Keywords: Balance, fairness, truth.
- Meaning: Symbolizes justice and the need for balance and fairness in
decision-making.

The Hermit (IX)
- Keywords: Introspection, solitude, wisdom.
- Meaning: Represents the search for inner truth and the importance of
solitude for personal growth.

Wheel of Fortune (X)
- Keywords: Cycles, fate, destiny.
- Meaning: Symbolizes the cyclical nature of life and the forces of fate that
influence our journeys.

Strength (XI)
- Keywords: Courage, strength, compassion.
- Meaning: Represents inner strength and the power of compassion over brute
force.

The Hanged Man (XII)
- Keywords: Sacrifice, letting go, new perspectives.
- Meaning: Embodies the necessity of surrender and the value of seeing life
from a different angle.

Death (XIII)
- Keywords: Transformation, endings, new beginnings.
- Meaning: Represents profound change and the transformative power of endings
leading to new beginnings.

Art (XIV)
- Keywords: Integration, harmony, creativity.
- Meaning: Symbolizes the blending of opposites to create harmony and beauty.



The Devil (XV)
- Keywords: Temptation, materialism, bondage.
- Meaning: Represents the challenges of addiction, materialism, and the
shadows of the self.

The Tower (XVI)
- Keywords: Upheaval, chaos, revelation.
- Meaning: Symbolizes sudden change and the breaking down of old structures
for new growth.

The Star (XVII)
- Keywords: Hope, inspiration, renewal.
- Meaning: Represents healing, hope, and the light that shines in times of
darkness.

The Moon (XVIII)
- Keywords: Illusion, intuition, fear.
- Meaning: Embodies the mysteries of the subconscious and the need to
confront fears and illusions.

The Sun (XIX)
- Keywords: Joy, success, enlightenment.
- Meaning: Represents positivity, success, and the clarity that comes from
enlightenment.

Completion (XX)
- Keywords: Fulfillment, transcendence.
- Meaning: Symbolizes the culmination of a journey and the fulfillment of
one’s purpose.

The Universe (XXI)
- Keywords: Wholeness, completion, fulfillment.
- Meaning: Represents the interconnectedness of all things and the completion
of a significant journey.



Minor Arcana Card Meanings

The Minor Arcana provides insight into the day-to-day challenges and
experiences we face. Each suit has its own unique themes:

Wands
- Element: Fire
- Themes: Creativity, inspiration, action.
- Card Meanings:
1. Ace of Wands: New beginnings, inspiration.
2. Two of Wands: Planning, discovery.
3. Three of Wands: Expansion, foresight.
4. Four of Wands: Celebration, harmony.
5. Five of Wands: Conflict, competition.
6. Six of Wands: Victory, recognition.
7. Seven of Wands: Defense, challenge.
8. Eight of Wands: Speed, action.
9. Nine of Wands: Resilience, perseverance.
10. Ten of Wands: Burden, responsibility.
11. Page of Wands: Exploration, enthusiasm.
12. Knight of Wands: Adventure, impulsiveness.
13. Queen of Wands: Charisma, determination.
14. King of Wands: Leadership, vision.

Cups
- Element: Water
- Themes: Emotions, relationships, spirituality.
- Card Meanings:
1. Ace of Cups: New relationships, emotional fulfillment.
2. Two of Cups: Partnership, unity.
3. Three of Cups: Celebration, friendship.
4. Four of Cups: Contemplation, apathy.
5. Five of Cups: Loss, grief.
6. Six of Cups: Nostalgia, childhood.
7. Seven of Cups: Choices, illusions.
8. Eight of Cups: Abandonment, journey.
9. Nine of Cups: Contentment, satisfaction.
10. Ten of Cups: Happiness, family.
11. Page of Cups: Creativity, intuition.
12. Knight of Cups: Romance, charm.
13. Queen of Cups: Compassion, emotional security.
14. King of Cups: Emotional balance, diplomacy.



Swords
- Element: Air
- Themes: Intellect, conflict, truth.
- Card Meanings:
1. Ace of Swords: Clarity, breakthroughs.
2. Two of Swords: Indecision, choices.
3. Three of Swords: Heartbreak, sorrow.
4. Four of Swords: Rest, recovery.
5. Five of Swords: Conflict, defeat.
6. Six of Swords: Transition, movement.
7. Seven of Swords: Deception, strategy.
8. Eight of Swords: Restriction, isolation.
9. Nine of Swords: Anxiety, nightmares.
10. Ten of Swords: Endings, betrayal.
11. Page of Swords: Curiosity, vigilance.
12. Knight of Swords: Action, ambition.
13. Queen of Swords: Independence, perception.
14. King of Swords: Authority, logic.

Disks (

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes represented by the Thoth
Tarot deck?

The Thoth Tarot deck represents themes of
transformation, spiritual evolution, and the
interconnectedness of all things. Each card is
designed to convey deep psychological and mystical
insights, reflecting the complexities of human
experience.

How does the Thoth Tarot differ from traditional
Rider-Waite Tarot?



The Thoth Tarot differs from the Rider-Waite Tarot
in its use of more abstract and symbolic imagery,
emphasizing esoteric concepts and the Kabbalistic
Tree of Life. The Thoth deck incorporates astrology,
alchemical symbolism, and a more nuanced approach to
the cards' meanings.

What does the 'Fool' card signify in the Thoth
Tarot?

In the Thoth Tarot, the 'Fool' card represents new
beginnings, spontaneity, and the potential for
adventure. It encourages embracing the unknown and
taking risks while being open to personal growth and
exploration.

Can you explain the significance of the 'Death' card
in the Thoth Tarot?

The 'Death' card in the Thoth Tarot symbolizes
transformation, endings, and the cyclical nature of
life. It is not to be feared but embraced, as it
signifies the conclusion of one phase and the
opportunity for renewal and rebirth.

What role do colors and symbols play in the Thoth
Tarot cards?

Colors and symbols in the Thoth Tarot are rich in
meaning, each chosen deliberately to convey specific
energies and messages. For example, the use of



vibrant colors can represent emotional intensity,
while symbols often draw from various mystical
traditions, enhancing the cards' interpretative
depth.
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