three identical strangers worksheet answers

Three identical strangers worksheet answers are an essential resource for educators and students
looking to delve deeper into the themes and implications of the documentary "Three Identical
Strangers." This film, directed by Tim Wardle, tells the astonishing true story of triplets who were
separated at birth and reunited by chance at the age of 19. It raises profound questions about identity,
nature versus nurture, and the ethics of psychological experimentation. In this article, we will explore
the documentary's key themes, provide an analysis of the events depicted, and offer insights into the

worksheet answers that can help facilitate discussions around the film.

Overview of the Documentary

"Three Identical Strangers" first premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2018 and quickly garnered
attention for its compelling narrative and emotional depth. The film chronicles the lives of Bobby

Shafran, David Kellman, and Eddy Galland, who discovered each other’s existence in a serendipitous
encounter in New York City. Their reunion was not just a heartwarming story of brotherly love but also

revealed a dark and unsettling truth about the circumstances of their separation.

Key Themes

The documentary explores several key themes, including:

o Nature vs. Nurture: The triplets’ lives provide a fascinating insight into the debate surrounding
genetic predisposition versus environmental influence. Each brother exhibited distinct personality
traits and life choices, raising questions about how much of who we are is shaped by our

upbringing compared to our genetic makeup.



e |dentity: The brothers struggled with their identities, both as individuals and as part of a set.
Their experiences highlight the complexities of identity formation and the impact of familial

connections.

¢ Ethical Considerations in Research: The film reveals that the triplets were part of a secret study
conducted by a prominent psychologist. This unethical experimentation raises significant

questions about the morality of using human subjects in research without their consent.

¢ Family and Connection: The emotional reunion of the brothers emphasizes the importance of
familial bonds and the innate desire for connection. Their journey showcases the joys and

challenges of rediscovering lost family ties.

Understanding the Worksheet Answers

When analyzing "Three Identical Strangers," educators often use worksheets to facilitate discussions
and encourage critical thinking. Here, we will outline common questions found in worksheets and

provide answers or insights that can enhance understanding.

Sample Questions and Answers

1. What were the circumstances that led to the separation of the triplets?
The triplets were placed for adoption by their biological mother, who was unaware of the
existence of the other siblings. They were adopted by different families, each unaware that they

were part of a set of identical triplets.



2. How did the triplets discover each other?

The brothers met by chance when Bobby Shafran attended college and was mistaken for Eddy
Galland, who had already enrolled. Once they connected, they learned about David Kellman,

who also looked remarkably like them. This chance encounter led to their reunion.

3. What role did the psychologist, Peter Neubauer, play in the triplets' lives?

Peter Neubauer was conducting a study on the effects of nature versus nurture and intentionally
separated the triplets to observe how their lives would differ. He did not inform the adoptive
families about the existence of one another, which raises ethical concerns regarding informed

consent and the treatment of human subjects in psychological research.

4. What were some of the emotional impacts on the triplets after their reunion?

The reunion was initially joyous, filled with excitement and media attention. However, as they
delved deeper into their past, the emotional ramifications became apparent. They faced identity
crises, struggled with their sense of self, and dealt with the trauma of having been part of an
unethical experiment. The emotional toll ultimately contributed to tragic outcomes for two of the

triplets.

5. What ethical questions does the documentary raise about psychological studies?

The documentary raises crucial ethical questions regarding the treatment of participants in
psychological experiments, particularly the lack of informed consent and the implications of
separating siblings for research purposes. It leads to broader discussions on the responsibilities

of researchers and the moral obligations to their subjects.



Critical Reception and Impact

"Three Identical Strangers" received widespread acclaim from critics and audiences alike. It was
praised for its gripping narrative, emotional depth, and the way it tackled complex social issues. The
film not only entertained but also educated viewers about the ethical implications of psychological

research and the profound effects of separation on familial bonds.

Discussion Points

In addition to the worksheet answers, educators can utilize various discussion points to engage

students more deeply with the film's content:

Consider the psychological implications of growing up without knowledge of one’s siblings. How

might this affect one’s identity and self-perception?

¢ Discuss the significance of the triplets' experiences in the context of the nature versus nurture

debate. What examples from their lives support either side of the argument?

» Explore the role of media in shaping public perception of the triplets’ story. How did the media

attention impact their lives?

* Reflect on the ethical responsibilities of researchers. What guidelines should be in place to

protect human subjects in psychological studies?



Conclusion

The "Three Identical Strangers" documentary serves as a powerful narrative that unravels the
complexities of identity, family, and ethical research practices. The worksheet answers related to this
film can guide students to critically analyze the themes and implications presented. It encourages
thoughtful discussion about the intersection of psychology and morality and the profound impact of
familial relationships on individual identity. By engaging with this material, students can gain a deeper
understanding of not only the triplets' story but also the broader questions it raises about humanity,

ethics, and the bonds that connect us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the documentary 'Three Identical
Strangers'?

The documentary tells the story of triplets who were separated at birth and reunited at the age of 19,
revealing a complex web of ethical issues surrounding their separation and the study conducted by

their adoption agency.

What ethical questions are raised in 'Three Identical Strangers'?

The film raises ethical questions about human experimentation, the psychological impact of separation
on identical siblings, and the responsibilities of adoption agencies in disclosing information.

What role did the agency play in the lives of the triplets?

The agency orchestrated the separation of the triplets as part of a secret study to observe the effects

of nature versus nurture, without informing the adoptive families about their siblings.



How did the triplets discover each other?

The ftriplets discovered each other by chance when one of them, Bobby Shafran, attended college and

was mistaken for his brother, David Kellman, leading to the eventual reunion of all three.

What impact did the reunion have on the triplets' lives?

The reunion brought initial joy and media attention, but it also led to deeper emotional struggles as

they dealt with the implications of their separation and the impact of their upbringing.

What psychological effects did the triplets experience after their
reunion?

The triplets experienced a range of psychological effects, including identity crises, feelings of

abandonment, and difficulties coping with the revelations about their past.
What is the significance of the title 'Three Identical Strangers'?
The title highlights the unique bond of the triplets as identical siblings, while also emphasizing their

estrangement and the stark differences in their upbringings.

How does the documentary address the concept of nature versus
nurture?

The documentary explores the nature versus nurture debate by showcasing the similarities and
differences in the triplets' personalities and life choices despite being raised in different environments.

What critical reception did 'Three Identical Strangers' receive?

The documentary received widespread critical acclaim for its gripping storytelling, ethical implications,

and emotional depth, earning numerous awards and nominations.
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