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The Three Little Pigs Plot Diagram

The timeless tale of "The Three Little Pigs" is a classic story that has been told for generations. Its simple
yet engaging plot structure captures the imagination of children and adults alike. This article will delve
into the plot diagram of "The Three Little Pigs," exploring its exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution. Through understanding these elements, one can appreciate the narrative's depth and
the moral lessons it imparts.

Exposition

The exposition of "The Three Little Pigs" introduces the main characters, setting, and background of the
story. In this tale, three little pigs venture out from their mother's home to build their own houses. Each
pig embodies different traits, which foreshadows their choices and their fates later in the story.

Main Characters

1. The First Pig: This pig is characterized by his laziness and desire for immediate comfort. He quickly
constructs a house made of straw, which is weak and vulnerable.

2. The Second Pig: The second pig is slightly more industrious but still seeks a quick solution. He builds a
house of sticks, which provides a bit more stability than straw but is still not very strong.

3. The Third Pig: The third pig is diligent and hardworking. He takes the time to build a sturdy house out
of bricks, providing strong protection against external threats.

Setting

The story is set in a rural landscape, with a forest surrounding the pigs' homes. This environment plays a
crucial role in establishing the story’s conflict, as it is where the Big Bad Wolf resides, posing a significant
threat to the pigs.



Rising Action

The rising action of "The Three Little Pigs" builds tension as the pigs face the Big Bad Wolf, who is
determined to eat them. The series of events that occur here establishes the challenges each pig must
confront, ultimately leading to the climax of the story.

Encounter with the Big Bad Wolf

- The First Pig: The wolf comes across the first pig's straw house. He knocks on the door and demands to be
let in, but the first pig refuses. In response, the wolf huffs and puffs and blows the house down, forcing the
first pig to flee to his brother's house.

- The Second Pig: The wolf then pursues the first pig to the second pig’s stick house. Again, he demands
entrance, and when refused, he blows down the stick house with ease. Both pigs escape to the safety of the
brick house of the third pig.

- The Third Pig: The wolf arrives at the third pig's brick house and repeats his demands. However, the
third pig is prepared for the confrontation, having built a sturdy home designed to withstand attacks.

This rising action highlights the distinct choices made by each pig and emphasizes the varying
consequences of their decisions. The first two pigs represent short-sightedness and carelessness, while the
third pig embodies foresight and diligence.

Climax

The climax of "The Three Little Pigs" occurs when the Big Bad Wolf attempts to break into the third pig’s
brick house. This moment is pivotal as it determines the fate of the pigs and their confrontation with the
wolf.

The Wolf’s Attempts

- Huffing and Puffing: The wolf huffs and puffs, using all his strength to blow down the brick house.
However, his efforts are in vain, as the sturdy structure remains intact. This moment represents the
culmination of the pigs' choices, showcasing the effectiveness of hard work and perseverance.

- Desperation of the Wolf: Frustrated by his inability to enter the house, the wolf resorts to schemes and
trickery. He tries to deceive the third pig into leaving the house by proposing various distractions, like



visiting the local market or picking turnips, but the third pig remains wise to the wolf’s tricks.

Falling Action

The falling action follows the climax, showcasing the resolution of the conflict between the pigs and the
wolf. This section highlights the consequences of the wolf’s relentless pursuit and the pigs’ choices.

Final Confrontation

- The Wolf’s Last Attempt: In a final attempt to outsmart the third pig, the wolf climbs onto the roof of the
brick house, planning to enter through the chimney. However, the third pig is aware of the wolf’s
intentions and prepares a trap.

- The Trap: As the wolf descends into the chimney, he falls into a pot of boiling water prepared by the
third pig. This clever strategy not only protects the pigs but also serves as a fitting punishment for the
wolf’s malicious intentions.

Resolution

The resolution of "The Three Little Pigs" concludes the story on a positive note for the pigs while
delivering a moral lesson.

Safe at Last

The three little pigs celebrate their victory over the Big Bad Wolf, reinforcing the importance of hard
work and careful planning. The first and second pigs learn from their mistakes and appreciate the value of
their brother’s diligence.

- Moral Lessons: The story encapsulates several moral lessons, including:
- Hard work pays off.
- Planning for the future is essential.
- The consequences of laziness and haste can be dire.



Conclusion

In the end, "The Three Little Pigs" is not merely a children's story; it is a narrative rich with themes of
resilience, responsibility, and the rewards of perseverance. The plot diagram effectively illustrates how the
tale progresses from exposition to resolution, emphasizing the importance of each character's choices. This
classic story continues to resonate with readers of all ages, imparting valuable life lessons that remain
relevant today.

Through its engaging plot and memorable characters, "The Three Little Pigs" serves as a reminder that the
path to success often requires hard work, thoughtful planning, and the strength to face challenges head-on.
The enduring popularity of this tale speaks to its universal themes and the timeless wisdom it conveys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in the plot of 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The main conflict arises when the three little pigs build their houses to protect themselves from the Big
Bad Wolf, who attempts to blow them down.

How is the rising action developed in 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The rising action includes each pig building their house: the first pig builds a house of straw, the second a
house of sticks, and the third a house of bricks, leading to the wolf's attempts to blow each house down.

What is the climax of the story 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The climax occurs when the Big Bad Wolf tries to blow down the brick house of the third pig, as this is the
most intense moment of the story where the pigs' safety is at stake.

What are the key events that lead to the resolution in 'The Three Little
Pigs'?
The key events leading to the resolution include the wolf's failed attempts to blow down the brick house
and his eventual defeat when he tries to enter through the chimney and falls into a pot of boiling water.

How does the setting influence the plot of 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The setting, which includes different locations where the pigs build their houses, influences the plot by
showcasing how the materials used (straw, sticks, bricks) affect the pigs' ability to withstand the wolf's
attacks.



What lesson can be learned from the plot of 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The story teaches the lesson that hard work and planning (as demonstrated by the third pig) pays off, while
taking shortcuts (as seen with the first two pigs) can lead to failure and danger.

What role does the Big Bad Wolf play in the plot structure of 'The Three
Little Pigs'?
The Big Bad Wolf serves as the antagonist and driving force of the plot, creating tension and conflict as he
attempts to catch the pigs and destroy their homes.

How does the resolution of 'The Three Little Pigs' reinforce the themes
of the story?
The resolution reinforces themes of resilience, safety through hard work, and the consequences of
underestimating challenges, as the third pig's sturdy house ultimately protects all three pigs from the wolf.
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