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Three Young Pilgrims by Cheryl Harness is a captivating children's book that
takes readers on a journey back to the early 17th century, exploring the
lives and experiences of three young pilgrims who played a significant role
in shaping American history. With vivid illustrations and a compelling
narrative, Harness brings to life the trials and tribulations faced by these
young settlers as they embark on a quest for freedom and a new life in the
New World. In this article, we will delve into the story, the historical
context, and the themes presented in the book.

Overview of the Story

"Three Young Pilgrims" focuses on the experiences of three children: a boy
named William, and two girls named Mary and Priscilla. The narrative is set
during the time of the Pilgrims, who fled England to escape religious
persecution and seek a place where they could practice their beliefs freely.

The book opens with a brief introduction to the Pilgrims' reasons for leaving
England. The characters are depicted as relatable children, each with their
own hopes and fears about the journey ahead. Cheryl Harness skillfully uses a
combination of storytelling and historical facts to engage young readers,
making the past accessible and interesting.

Key Characters

1. William: A brave and adventurous boy, William represents the spirit of
exploration and curiosity. He is eager to discover new lands and is motivated
by the promise of freedom.
2. Mary: As a compassionate and nurturing character, Mary often looks after
her younger brother and friends. She embodies the caring nature of the
Pilgrim families, who relied on one another for support during difficult
times.
3. Priscilla: Priscilla is portrayed as a resourceful and intelligent girl.
She often comes up with solutions to problems faced by her friends,
showcasing the importance of teamwork and ingenuity.

The Historical Context of the Pilgrims

To fully appreciate the story told in "Three Young Pilgrims," it is essential
to understand the historical context in which it is set. The Pilgrims were a
group of English settlers who left their homeland in search of religious
freedom.



Reasons for Migration

The Pilgrims' migration to the New World was primarily driven by:

- Religious Persecution: In England, the Pilgrims faced oppression for their
beliefs. They were Separatists who sought to break away from the Church of
England, which led to severe consequences.
- Desire for Freedom: The hope of practicing their faith freely and
establishing a community based on their values motivated many to leave their
homes.
- Economic Opportunities: The New World offered the promise of land and
resources, which were appealing to those seeking a better life.

The Mayflower Voyage

In 1620, the Pilgrims set sail aboard the Mayflower, a small ship that
carried them across the Atlantic Ocean. The journey was fraught with
challenges, including:

- Harsh Weather Conditions: The Pilgrims faced treacherous seas and storms,
which tested their resolve.
- Limited Supplies: With insufficient food and provisions, the passengers had
to rely on one another for survival.
- Fear of the Unknown: The uncertainty of what awaited them in the New World
created anxiety among the travelers.

The Mayflower's arrival in what is now Massachusetts marked the beginning of
a new chapter for the Pilgrims. They established Plymouth Colony, which
became one of the first successful colonies in America.

Thematic Elements in "Three Young Pilgrims"

Cheryl Harness masterfully weaves several important themes throughout "Three
Young Pilgrims," making it not only an entertaining read but also an
educational one.

Courage and Resilience

One of the most prominent themes in the book is the courage and resilience of
the Pilgrims. The children face numerous challenges, including harsh weather,
illness, and the struggle to adapt to their new environment. Despite these
obstacles, they demonstrate incredible strength, showcasing the human
spirit's ability to persevere in the face of adversity.



Friendship and Community

The importance of friendship and community is another key theme. Throughout
their journey, William, Mary, and Priscilla rely on one another for support,
which emphasizes the significance of teamwork and collaboration. The Pilgrims
worked together to build their new home, fostering a sense of unity and
belonging that is essential for survival.

Faith and Belief

The Pilgrims' faith plays a crucial role in their journey. Their
determination to maintain their beliefs and values in the face of hardship
serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of faith in guiding one's
actions and decisions. The book illustrates how their faith provided them
with hope and strength during difficult times.

Illustrations and Visual Elements

Cheryl Harness is not only a talented storyteller but also an accomplished
illustrator. The visuals in "Three Young Pilgrims" enhance the narrative and
bring the characters and their experiences to life.

Art Style

The illustrations in the book are characterized by:

- Vibrant Colors: The use of bright and engaging colors captures the
attention of young readers, making the historical setting more relatable.
- Detailed Scenes: Harness's attention to detail in portraying the clothing,
landscapes, and daily life of the Pilgrims immerses readers in the story's
context.
- Expressive Characters: The characters' facial expressions and body language
convey their emotions, allowing readers to connect with their experiences on
a deeper level.

Educational Value

In addition to its engaging storytelling and beautiful illustrations, "Three
Young Pilgrims" serves as an educational tool for children. The book provides
a glimpse into the lives of early settlers, fostering an understanding of
American history and the challenges faced by those who came before us.



Conclusion

"Three Young Pilgrims" by Cheryl Harness is a remarkable children's book that
combines storytelling, history, and beautiful illustrations to create an
enriching reading experience. Through the eyes of William, Mary, and
Priscilla, readers are transported back in time to witness the bravery and
resilience of the Pilgrims as they seek freedom and a new life in the New
World. The themes of courage, friendship, and faith resonate throughout the
narrative, making it a powerful tale for young readers. As they embark on
this historical journey, children not only learn about the Pilgrims but also
about the values that continue to shape our society today. This book is a
valuable addition to any child's library and an excellent resource for
educators seeking to introduce American history in an engaging and relatable
way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Three Young Pilgrims' by
Cheryl Harness?
The main theme of 'Three Young Pilgrims' is the journey of discovery and
courage, as it follows the experiences of three young pilgrims who travel to
the New World, emphasizing the importance of perseverance and the quest for
freedom.

How does Cheryl Harness depict the historical
context of the Pilgrims in her book?
Cheryl Harness provides a vivid historical context by integrating factual
details about the Pilgrims' journey on the Mayflower, their challenges in
establishing a new life in Plymouth, and their interactions with Native
Americans, all while making it accessible and engaging for young readers.

What educational value does 'Three Young Pilgrims'
offer to children?
The book offers educational value by teaching children about the early
American history of the Pilgrims, their motivations for leaving England, and
their experiences in the New World, while also fostering empathy and
understanding of different cultures.

What artistic elements does Cheryl Harness use to
enhance the storytelling in 'Three Young Pilgrims'?
Cheryl Harness uses detailed illustrations and engaging narrative techniques



to enhance storytelling, allowing readers to visualize the historical setting
and connect emotionally with the characters' experiences.

How does 'Three Young Pilgrims' address the concept
of community and cooperation?
The book addresses the concept of community and cooperation by illustrating
how the young pilgrims rely on each other and their fellow settlers to
overcome hardships, highlighting the importance of teamwork and friendship in
building a new society.
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