
through my eyes by ruby bridges
Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges is a poignant memoir that chronicles the
experiences of Ruby Bridges, the first African American child to integrate an
all-white elementary school in the southern United States. Published in 1999,
the book provides a unique perspective on the civil rights movement through
the eyes of a young girl who faced unimaginable challenges with courage and
resilience. As we delve into the themes, historical context, and personal
reflections presented in this powerful narrative, we gain a deeper
understanding of the struggles faced during this turbulent period in American
history.

Historical Context

The Civil Rights Movement

The backdrop of Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges is the broader civil rights
movement, which sought to dismantle systemic racism and promote equal rights
for African Americans. Key events and legislation around this period include:

1. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) - This landmark Supreme Court decision
declared racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional, setting the
stage for integration efforts.

2. The Little Rock Nine (1957) - A group of nine African American students
who were the first to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas,
facing violent opposition from segregationists.

3. Civil Rights Act (1964) - This legislation outlawed discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, providing a legal
framework for equality.

Ruby Bridges' story is particularly significant as it highlights the local
struggles that accompanied these national movements, focusing on her
experience in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Ruby Bridges: A Young Pioneer

Born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi, Ruby Bridges grew up in
a segregated society. Her family moved to New Orleans when she was four years
old, seeking better opportunities. At just six years old, Ruby became a
symbol of hope and change when she was selected to integrate William Frantz
Elementary School in 1960.



- Selection Process: Ruby was chosen as part of a small group of African
American children to attend the previously all-white school after the federal
government mandated school integration.
- Parental Support: Ruby's parents played a crucial role in her journey, with
her mother, Lucille, being a strong advocate for her education and
opportunity.

The School Integration Experience

First Day at William Frantz Elementary School

The first day of school is a central moment in Through My Eyes by Ruby
Bridges. Ruby's experience was a mix of fear, bravery, and historical
significance.

- Arrival at School: On November 14, 1960, Ruby was escorted to school by
federal marshals due to the threats and hostility surrounding the integration
process.
- Hostile Environment: Upon arriving, Ruby faced a sea of angry protesters
shouting racial slurs and attempting to block her entry, highlighting the
fierce resistance to integration.

Despite this daunting situation, Ruby's determination to attend school
remained unwavering. She later recalled that she felt as if she were walking
to her own death.

The Role of Faith

Ruby's deep faith played a significant role in her resilience during this
challenging period.

- Prayer and Support: Ruby often turned to prayer for strength, finding
comfort and hope in her religious beliefs.
- Impact on Her Journey: Ruby’s faith not only helped her cope with the daily
challenges she faced, but it also inspired her to remain positive and focused
on her education.

Life Inside the Classroom



Isolation and Acceptance

Once inside the classroom, Ruby's experience was both isolating and
transformative.

- Classroom Dynamics: Initially, Ruby was the only student in her class. The
other children were pulled out of school by their parents in protest of
integration, leaving her alone with her teacher, Barbara Henry.
- Teacher’s Role: Mrs. Henry became a crucial figure in Ruby's life,
providing her with the support and encouragement she needed during this
isolating phase.

Ruby describes her interactions with Mrs. Henry and the love and commitment
she showed in teaching Ruby despite the external chaos.

Overcoming Challenges

Through her trials, Ruby learned invaluable lessons about courage,
compassion, and the importance of education.

- Daily Struggles: Each day presented new challenges, from facing angry
crowds to dealing with the loneliness of being the only black child in her
class.
- Emotional Strength: Ruby's ability to maintain her composure and continue
attending school exemplified her strength and resilience.

Legacy and Impact

A Symbol of Change

Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges highlights Ruby's role as a symbol of the
civil rights movement. Her bravery opened doors for countless other children
and helped pave the way for future generations.

- Inspiration for Others: Ruby's story resonates with many, serving as an
inspiration for young children to stand up against injustice and pursue their
education.
- Cultural Impact: Ruby's experience has been depicted in various forms of
media, including books, documentaries, and films, emphasizing the importance
of her story in American history.



Ruby Bridges Foundation

In recognition of her experiences and to continue advocating for equality in
education, Ruby founded the Ruby Bridges Foundation.

- Mission: The foundation aims to promote education, tolerance, and social
justice, ensuring that Ruby's legacy continues to inspire future generations.
- Programs and Initiatives: The foundation offers various programs aimed at
educating children about diversity, inclusivity, and the importance of
standing up against discrimination.

Personal Reflections

Lessons Learned

Reading Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges offers valuable lessons that extend
beyond the context of school integration.

- Courage: Ruby's story teaches us the importance of having the courage to
stand up for what is right, even in the face of adversity.
- Empathy and Understanding: Her experiences remind us of the need for
empathy and understanding towards those who are different from us, fostering
a more inclusive society.

Continuing Relevance

The themes explored in Ruby's memoir remain relevant today as the fight for
racial equality continues.

- Current Issues: The ongoing discussions about systemic racism, educational
equity, and social justice echo the struggles faced during Ruby's time.
- Inspiring Action: Ruby's story encourages individuals to take action,
advocate for change, and contribute to a more just society.

Conclusion

Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges is not just a memoir; it is a powerful
testament to the strength of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
Ruby's journey reflects the broader struggles of the civil rights movement,
capturing the essence of courage, faith, and resilience. As we reflect on
Ruby's experiences, we are reminded of the importance of standing up for
justice, advocating for equality, and fostering a more inclusive world for



future generations. Ruby Bridges' story will continue to inspire and educate,
reminding us of the significant strides made in the pursuit of civil rights
and the work that still lies ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Through My Eyes' by Ruby
Bridges?
The main theme of 'Through My Eyes' is the struggle for civil rights and the
importance of resilience and courage in the face of adversity. Ruby Bridges
shares her personal experiences as a young African American girl integrating
an all-white school in New Orleans.

How does Ruby Bridges describe her feelings during
her first day of school?
Ruby Bridges describes feeling a mix of fear, confusion, and determination on
her first day of school. Despite the hostility she faced, she remained
resolute and focused on her education.

What impact did Ruby Bridges have on the Civil
Rights Movement?
Ruby Bridges became a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement as one of the first
African American children to integrate a white school in the South. Her
bravery helped to highlight the injustices of segregation and inspired others
to fight for equality.

What role does family play in 'Through My Eyes'?
Family plays a crucial role in 'Through My Eyes', as Ruby describes the
support and guidance she received from her parents, particularly her mother,
who encouraged her to persevere despite the challenges they faced.

How does Ruby Bridges's story contribute to
discussions about racism and education today?
Ruby Bridges's story contributes to ongoing discussions about racism and
education by illustrating the historical context of segregation and the
barriers that still exist. It serves as a reminder of the importance of
advocating for equitable education for all children.
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