through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by

wyrd

Through the Breach is a captivating roleplaying game set in the dark and twisted universe of Malifaux,
a world rich with magic, danger, and intrigue. Created by Wyrd Miniatures, this game offers players the
opportunity to immerse themselves in a unique setting where they can explore complex narratives,
engage in thrilling combat, and forge powerful alliances. Through the Breach combines traditional
tabletop RPG mechanics with a distinctive card-based system, allowing players to experience a rich,

dynamic gameplay environment that is different from many conventional roleplaying games.

Overview of Malifaux

Malifaux is a Victorian-inspired world filled with supernatural elements and a diverse range of
characters, including spellcasters, mercenaries, and creatures from other dimensions. The story
unfolds in a city that serves as a gateway to other realms, often referred to simply as "the Breach."
The game's narrative is steeped in themes of conflict, ambition, and the struggle for power. Players
assume the roles of characters known as "Arcanists," "Neverborn," and "Guild," among others, each

with their own motives and backstories.

Setting the Scene

- The Breach: A portal that connects the world of Earth to Malifaux, this mystical gateway is a focal
point for the game’s narrative. Players often find themselves navigating the dangers posed by the
Breach and the entities that inhabit Malifaux.

- Factions and Foes: The universe of Malifaux is populated by various factions, each with its own goals

and ideologies. Understanding these factions is crucial for players as they navigate alliances and



enmities.

Gameplay Mechanics

At its core, Through the Breach employs a unique blend of traditional tabletop RPG elements and
innovative mechanics. Players create characters, engage in storytelling, and participate in combat

using a card-driven system rather than the standard dice rolls seen in many RPGs.

Character Creation

Creating a character in Through the Breach is an engaging process that allows players to craft unique

personas. Here are some key steps in character creation:

1. Choose a Faction: Players select a faction that aligns with their character's backstory and
motivations. Common factions include:

- The Guild

- The Arcanists

- The Neverborn

- The Resurrectionists

- The Ten Thunders

2. Select a Character Type: Each faction offers various character types, such as:
- Enforcers: Combat specialists.
- Henchmen: Support characters with unique abilities.

- Masters: Powerful leaders with strong influence over the game.

3. Allocate Attributes and Skills: Characters have various attributes (e.g., Agility, Willpower) that define

their abilities. Players must strategically allocate points to create a balanced character.



4. Pick a Destiny: Each character has a personal narrative arc known as a "Destiny," which influences

their goals and motivations throughout the game.

5. Choose Equipment and Abilities: Players can select from a range of weapons, magical abilities, and

skills that enhance their character's effectiveness in gameplay.

Card-Based Mechanics

Unlike many traditional RPGs that rely on dice, Through the Breach uses a deck of playing cards to

determine outcomes. This mechanic adds an element of unpredictability and strategy to the game.

- Flip Cards: Players draw cards from their decks for various actions, including combat and skill
checks. The suit and value of the card drawn can affect the success of the action.

- Cheating Fate: Players have the option to "cheat" by playing a card from their hand to influence
outcomes, allowing for more tactical decision-making.

- Story Events: The card system can trigger unique story events based on the cards drawn, creating

dynamic and unexpected narrative developments.

The Role of the Game Master

In Through the Breach, the role of the Game Master (GM) is crucial to facilitating the game's narrative

and ensuring an engaging experience for players. The GM is responsible for:

- World-Building: Crafting the environment and setting the tone of the game. This includes describing
locations, NPCs (non-playable characters), and the overarching story.

- Narrative Control: Guiding the plot and adapting it based on player choices. The GM must remain
flexible, allowing for unexpected player decisions to influence the story.

- Conflict Resolution: Managing encounters and conflicts, ensuring that gameplay remains balanced

and fair while providing a challenge to players.



Creating Immersive Storylines

A key aspect of Through the Breach is its emphasis on storytelling. Here are some effective strategies

for GMs to create immersive narratives:

- Character Backstories: Encourage players to develop rich backstories that can be integrated into the
main narrative. This adds depth and personal investment to the game.

- Dynamic NPCs: Populate the world with memorable NPCs who have their own agendas, motivations,
and personalities. This can create engaging interactions and conflicts.

- Moral Dilemmas: Introduce situations that require players to make morally ambiguous choices,

adding complexity to the narrative and character development.

Expanding the Experience

Through the Breach offers a variety of expansions and supplements that enhance the gameplay
experience. These expansions provide additional narrative content, new character options, and

alternative mechanics.

Expansions and Supplements

1. New Factions and Characters: Expansions often introduce new factions, characters, and abilities,
allowing for greater diversity and complexity in gameplay.

2. Scenarios and Campaigns: Official scenarios provide structured adventures for GMs, complete with
story hooks, enemies, and rewards.

3. Additional Rules and Mechanics: Expansions may introduce new gameplay mechanics, offering

fresh challenges and experiences for players.



Community and Resources

The Through the Breach community is vibrant and active, offering numerous resources for players and

GMs alike:

- Forums and Online Groups: Many dedicated forums and social media groups exist where players can
share stories, strategies, and character builds.

- Homebrew Content: Players often create their own scenarios, factions, and rules, adding personal
touches to their games.

- Official Events: Wyrd Miniatures hosts events and tournaments that bring players together, fostering

a sense of community and shared experience.

Conclusion

Through the Breach is a unique roleplaying game that stands out for its rich narrative, innovative
gameplay mechanics, and immersive world-building. Players are invited to delve into the dark and
mysterious universe of Malifaux, where they can craft their own stories and face the consequences of
their choices. With its card-driven mechanics, emphasis on character development, and support for
dynamic storytelling, Through the Breach provides a refreshing and engaging experience for both
seasoned gamers and newcomers alike. Whether you’re drawn to the allure of the factions, the thrill of
combat, or the intricacies of character relationships, this game offers something for everyone who

dares to step through the Breach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Through the Breach' in the context of tabletop RPGs?

'"Through the Breach' is a tabletop roleplaying game set in the universe of Malifaux, designed by Wyrd



Miniatures, where players assume the roles of characters navigating through a dark, Victorian-inspired

world filled with magic, danger, and intrigue.

How does character creation work in 'Through the Breach'?

Character creation in "Through the Breach' involves choosing a character's origin, profession, and
various abilities, allowing for a high degree of customization and personalization to fit different play

styles.

What are the key mechanics that differentiate 'Through the Breach'

from other RPGs?

"Through the Breach' utilizes a unique card-based system for resolving actions and conflicts instead of

traditional dice, which adds an element of unpredictability and strategy to gameplay.

Can you describe the setting of Malifaux?

Malifaux is a twisted, alternate reality that combines elements of fantasy, horror, and the Wild West. It
features a myriad of factions, magical entities, and a rich lore that players can explore through their

adventures.

What are some common factions players can encounter in 'Through

the Breach'?

Players can encounter various factions such as the Guild, Arcanists, Neverborn, and Resurrectionists,

each with their own motives, strengths, and weaknesses that influence the game's narrative.

How does 'Through the Breach' incorporate storytelling elements?

"Through the Breach' encourages collaborative storytelling, where the Game Master (GM) and players
work together to create engaging narratives, with players' choices significantly impacting the unfolding

story.



Is there a beginner-friendly way to start playing 'Through the Breach'?

Yes, the 'Through the Breach' rulebook includes a beginner's guide and sample scenarios to help new

players understand the mechanics and get started with their first game easily.

What types of adventures can players experience in 'Through the

Breach'?

Players can embark on various adventures, ranging from heists and investigations to battling
supernatural threats and exploring the mysteries of Malifaux, each offering unique challenges and

rewards.

Are there expansions or additional content available for 'Through the

Breach'?

Yes, Wyrd Miniatures has released several expansions and supplements for "Through the Breach' that
introduce new characters, factions, and storylines, enriching the gameplay experience and expanding

the lore.
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