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When it comes to transporting your gear safely and securely, Thule is a trusted name in the world of roof
racks and car accessories. One of the essential components of a Thule roof rack system is the fit kit.
Understanding the Thule fit kit guide is crucial for ensuring that you select the right components for your
vehicle and intended use. This article will delve into everything related to fit kits, including what they
are, how to choose the right one, and installation tips.

What is a Thule Fit Kit?

A Thule fit kit is a set of components designed to create a secure and customized connection between a
Thule roof rack and a specific vehicle. Each fit kit includes various parts, including pads, clips, and brackets,
which ensure that the roof rack attaches securely to the vehicle’s roof.

Components of a Thule Fit Kit

- Foot Packs: These are the primary components that attach to your vehicle's roof. Different vehicles
require specific foot packs that fit their roof design.

- Rubber Pads: These pads provide cushioning between the foot pack and your vehicle's roof, protecting
the paint and ensuring a secure grip.

- Clips: Clips are designed to hold the foot pack in place. They vary based on the vehicle model and roof
type, ensuring a snug fit.

- Locks: Many fit kits include locks to secure the roof rack to your vehicle, preventing theft.

Why You Need a Fit Kit

Choosing the appropriate fit kit is essential for several reasons:

- Safety: An incorrect fit can lead to instability while driving, which can cause accidents or damage to your
gear.



- Vehicle Protection: A fit kit properly designed for your vehicle minimizes the risk of scratches or dents to
your roof.

- Performance: A good fit kit ensures that your roof rack system performs optimally, allowing you to carry
more gear safely.

How to Choose the Right Thule Fit Kit

Selecting the right fit kit involves several steps:

1. Identify Your Vehicle Type

The first step in choosing the right fit kit is identifying your vehicle’s make, model, and year. This
information is critical because Thule makes fit kits tailored to specific vehicle designs.

2. Determine Your Needs

Consider what you plan to carry on the roof rack. Your needs will dictate the type of roof rack system,
including:

- Bike Racks: If you plan to transport bicycles, you may need a different fit kit than if you were carrying a
kayak or cargo box.

- Cargo Boxes: Larger boxes may require a sturdier fit kit with enhanced weight capacity.

3. Consult the Thule Fit Guide

Thule provides an online fit guide that allows you to input your vehicle's details and find the compatible fit
kit. Visit the Thule website and navigate to the fit guide section for detailed results based on your vehicle's
specifications.

4. Review User Feedback

Look for reviews from other users who have installed the same fit kit on similar vehicles. Feedback can
provide insights into the ease of installation, longevity, and overall performance of the fit kit.



Installing a Thule Fit Kit

Once you have chosen the right fit kit, it’s essential to install it correctly for optimal performance. Here’s a
step-by-step guide to help you with the installation process:

Step 1: Gather Your Tools

Before starting, ensure you have the necessary tools:

- Screwdriver
- Allen wrench (if included in the kit)
- Measuring tape (optional, for precise placements)

Step 2: Prepare Your Vehicle

- Clean the Roof: Ensure that the vehicle's roof is clean and free from debris. This step helps avoid scratches
during installation.

- Check Roof Structure: Understand the roof structure (whether it's a naked roof, has a raised rail, or a flush
rail) to ensure proper alignment.

Step 3: Assemble the Fit Kit Components

- Foot Packs: Attach any pads to the foot packs as specified in the installation manual.

- Clips: Attach the clips to the foot packs according to the fit kit instructions. Ensure they are secure.

Step 4: Position and Secure the Foot Packs

- Align the Foot Packs: Use the instructions to position the foot packs on your vehicle's roof.

- Tighten the Screws: Once positioned correctly, tighten the screws to attach the foot packs to the vehicle
securely.



Step 5: Install the Roof Rack

- Attach Crossbars: Depending on your roof rack system, attach the crossbars to the foot packs. Ensure they
are level and secure.

- Check for Stability: Once everything is attached, give the roof rack a gentle shake to ensure stability.
Adjust as necessary.

Step 6: Final Checks

- Secure Locks: If your fit kit includes locks, ensure all components are locked in place to deter theft.

- Test Drive: Take a short test drive to check for any noise or movement from the roof rack. This step
allows you to make any necessary adjustments before heading out on long journeys.

Maintaining Your Thule Fit Kit

Proper maintenance of your Thule fit kit can extend its lifespan and performance. Here are some tips for
maintenance:

- Regular Inspections: Periodically check the fit kit for any signs of wear or damage, especially after long
trips.

- Clean Components: Clean the rubber pads and foot packs regularly to prevent dirt build-up, which can
affect their grip.

- Lubricate Locks: If your fit kit includes locks, ensure they are lubricated to prevent rust and ensure
smooth operation.

Conclusion

The Thule fit kit is a crucial aspect of a successful roof rack system, ensuring that your gear is transported
safely and securely. By understanding the components of a fit kit, how to choose the right one for your
vehicle, and the steps for installation, you can enjoy your outdoor adventures with confidence. Remember
to maintain your fit kit regularly to ensure optimal performance for years to come. Whether you're a
weekend warrior or an everyday commuter, having the right Thule fit kit will enhance your travel
experiences.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Thule Fit Kit?
A Thule Fit Kit is a set of components designed to ensure that Thule roof racks fit securely and properly
on a specific vehicle model.

How do I know which Thule Fit Kit to buy for my vehicle?
You can find the right Thule Fit Kit for your vehicle by using Thule's online fit guide, which allows you
to enter your vehicle's make, model, and year.

Are Thule Fit Kits vehicle-specific?
Yes, Thule Fit Kits are specifically designed for individual vehicle makes and models to ensure proper fit
and safety.

Can I use a Thule Fit Kit with any Thule roof rack?
Thule Fit Kits are designed to work with specific Thule roof racks, so it is important to match the Fit Kit
with the correct roof rack model.

What tools do I need to install a Thule Fit Kit?
Typically, you will need basic hand tools such as a screwdriver and possibly a wrench, depending on the
specific Fit Kit and vehicle requirements.

How long does it take to install a Thule Fit Kit?
Installation time can vary, but most Thule Fit Kits can be installed in about 30 minutes to an hour,
depending on your experience and the complexity of the kit.

Do I need professional help to install a Thule Fit Kit?
While many users can install a Thule Fit Kit themselves, those who are unsure about the process may
prefer to seek professional assistance for safety and proper fit.

What if I change my vehicle; can I use the same Thule Fit Kit?
If you change your vehicle, you will likely need a different Thule Fit Kit that is compatible with your
new vehicle, as each kit is vehicle-specific.
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