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When it comes to transporting outdoor gear, bicycles, kayaks, skis, or luggage, a reliable roof rack is
essential. Thule, a leading manufacturer in the roof rack industry, offers a variety of products
designed to cater to different vehicles and activities. However, with so many options available,
selecting the right Thule roof rack for your vehicle can be a daunting task. This guide aims to
simplify the process, providing you with the necessary information to make an informed decision.

Understanding Roof Racks

Roof racks are designed to carry various types of loads on the roof of your vehicle. They consist of
base bars, mounting hardware, and various attachments depending on the type of gear you intend to
transport. Thule roof racks are known for their durability, ease of installation, and versatility. Before
diving into the specifics of the Thule roof rack fit guide, it is essential to understand the components
involved.

Components of a Roof Rack

1. Base Bars: The main horizontal support beams that run across the roof of your vehicle. They come
in different lengths and styles to accommodate various loads.
2. Foot Pack: This component attaches the base bars to your vehicle’s roof. The design of the foot
pack varies based on the style of the vehicle (e.g., raised rails, flush rails, or bare roofs).
3. Fit Kit: A set of adapters that ensures the roof rack fits securely to your vehicle’s specific make
and model.
4. Accessories: Depending on your needs, you can add various accessories such as bike carriers,
kayak holders, and cargo boxes.

Why Choose Thule?

Thule is a renowned brand with a reputation for quality and innovation in the roof rack market. Here
are some reasons to consider Thule for your roof rack needs:

- Durability: Built to withstand the rigors of outdoor activities.
- Ease of Use: Many Thule products are designed for quick installation and removal.
- Compatibility: A wide range of fit kits and accessories ensures compatibility with various vehicles
and gear types.
- Safety: Thule products are rigorously tested to meet safety standards.



Determining Your Vehicle’s Compatibility

Before purchasing a Thule roof rack, it’s crucial to determine its compatibility with your vehicle. The
following steps will guide you through this process:

1. Identify Your Vehicle Type

Different vehicles have unique roof shapes and mounting points. Common vehicle types include:

- Sedans: Often have fixed mounting points.
- SUVs: May come with raised or flush rails.
- Vans: Typically have a flat roof with diverse mounting options.
- Trucks: May require specialized racks that can accommodate a toolbox or other equipment.

2. Measure Your Roof

To ensure a perfect fit, measure the following:

- Roof Width: Measure the distance between the two outermost points where the roof rack will be
installed.
- Roof Length: Determine how far back you want to extend the rack, ensuring it doesn’t obstruct the
sunroof if applicable.
- Weight Capacity: Check your vehicle's owner's manual for the maximum weight capacity for roof
loads.

3. Use the Thule Fit Guide

Thule provides an online fit guide that allows you to input your vehicle's make, model, and year. This
tool will recommend the appropriate roof rack system and accessories tailored to your vehicle.
Follow these steps:

- Go to the Thule website.
- Navigate to the "Fit My Car" section.
- Enter your vehicle details.
- Review the recommended roof rack systems and accessories.

Choosing the Right Thule Roof Rack System

Once you have determined the compatible options, consider your specific needs to choose the right
Thule roof rack system.



1. Base Rack Systems

Thule offers several base rack systems, including:

- Thule Aeroblade: Known for its aerodynamic design, reducing wind noise and drag.
- Thule SquareBar: Provides a classic look with excellent load-carrying capacity.
- Thule WingBar: Combines the best of both the Aeroblade and SquareBar for optimal performance
and aesthetics.

2. Choosing Accessories

After selecting your base rack system, consider the accessories you will need. Some popular Thule
accessories include:

- Bike Racks: Options for hitch-mounted or roof-mounted carriers.
- Ski and Snowboard Racks: Designed to hold multiple pairs of skis or snowboards securely.
- Kayak Racks: Specialized cradles that securely hold your kayak while driving.
- Cargo Boxes: To transport extra luggage or gear, particularly useful for long road trips.

Installation and Maintenance

Installing a Thule roof rack can seem intimidating at first, but it is generally a straightforward
process. Follow these tips for successful installation and maintenance:

1. Installation Tips

- Read the Instructions: Always refer to the installation manual specific to your roof rack model.
- Use the Right Tools: Common tools include a wrench, screwdriver, and measuring tape.
- Check Compatibility: Ensure that all components, including the fit kit, are compatible with your
vehicle.
- Securely Tighten: Make sure all connections are tightened to prevent any movement during travel.

2. Maintenance Tips

- Regular Inspections: Check the roof rack regularly for any signs of wear or loose components.
- Clean Components: Keeping the rack clean from dirt and debris will help maintain its integrity and
appearance.
- Lubrication: If applicable, lubricate moving parts to ensure smooth operation.



Conclusion

Choosing the right Thule roof rack for your vehicle doesn’t have to be a complicated process. By
understanding the components, determining your vehicle's compatibility, and utilizing the Thule Fit
Guide, you can select a roof rack system that meets your transportation needs. With a wide range of
options and accessories, Thule provides solutions for every adventure, ensuring that your gear is
transported safely and efficiently. Whether you are heading out for a weekend bike ride, kayaking on
a serene lake, or embarking on a cross-country road trip, a Thule roof rack can enhance your
experience and make travel more enjoyable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Thule roof rack fit guide?
The Thule roof rack fit guide is a tool that helps customers determine the correct Thule roof rack
system and accessories for their specific vehicle model.

How do I use the Thule roof rack fit guide?
To use the Thule roof rack fit guide, you need to enter your vehicle's make, model, and year on the
Thule website or app to find compatible roof rack options.

Is the Thule roof rack fit guide accurate for all vehicle
models?
Yes, the Thule roof rack fit guide is designed to provide accurate fit information for a wide range of
vehicle models, but it's always recommended to double-check with the latest data.

Can I find installation instructions in the Thule roof rack fit
guide?
Yes, the Thule roof rack fit guide often includes links to installation instructions and videos for the
specific roof rack systems that fit your vehicle.

What should I do if my vehicle is not listed in the Thule roof
rack fit guide?
If your vehicle is not listed, you can contact Thule customer service for assistance or consider
checking for universal fit options.

Does the Thule roof rack fit guide cover both factory and
aftermarket crossbars?
The Thule roof rack fit guide primarily focuses on Thule's own roof rack systems, but it may also



provide information on compatibility with factory crossbars.

Are there any weight limits specified in the Thule roof rack fit
guide?
Yes, the Thule roof rack fit guide typically includes weight limits for each rack system, which are
important to ensure safe loading.

How often is the Thule roof rack fit guide updated?
The Thule roof rack fit guide is updated regularly to include new vehicle models and fit information,
but it's best to check frequently for the latest updates.
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