
thunderbirds are go tv series
Thunderbirds Are Go is a modern reimagining of the classic 1960s television series
"Thunderbirds," originally created by Gerry Anderson and his team. This series brings back
the iconic characters and futuristic vehicles that captured the hearts of fans around the
world while incorporating contemporary animation techniques and storytelling methods.
Produced by ITV Studios and Pukeko Pictures, "Thunderbirds Are Go" debuted in 2015 and
has since gained a significant following among both new viewers and nostalgic fans of the
original series. This article explores the show's development, characters, themes, and
cultural significance.

Background and Development

Origins of the Thunderbirds Franchise

The original "Thunderbirds" series, which aired from 1965 to 1966, utilized marionette
puppetry and a distinctive style known as "Supermarionation." The show followed
International Rescue, a secret organization led by Jeff Tracy, who used technologically
advanced vehicles to perform daring rescue missions across the globe. This unique concept
of combining science fiction with action-adventure captured the imagination of children and
adults alike.

After decades of enduring popularity, the decision to revive the franchise came in the early
2010s. The new series aimed to introduce the beloved characters and thrilling adventures
to a new generation while honoring the legacy of the original show.

Production Team

"Thunderbirds Are Go" was developed by a talented team of writers, animators, and
producers. Some key figures in the production include:

- David Scott: Executive producer who played a crucial role in bringing the series to life.
- Gerry Anderson’s son, Jamie Anderson: Involved in the project to ensure it remained true
to the original vision.
- Pukeko Pictures: An animation studio based in New Zealand, known for its work on various
children’s television series.

The series combines CGI animation with model sets, reminiscent of the original show’s
iconic visual style.



Plot and Structure

The plot of "Thunderbirds Are Go" revolves around the Tracy family, who operate
International Rescue from their secret island base, Tracy Island. The team includes Jeff
Tracy and his five sons—Scott, John, Virgil, Gordon, and Alan—each of whom has a unique
personality and skill set that contributes to their rescue missions.

Episode Format

Each episode typically follows a similar structure:

1. Introduction: Introduces a crisis that requires the intervention of International Rescue.
2. Mission Planning: The Tracy brothers strategize and prepare for the rescue operation.
3. Action Sequence: The brothers deploy their various Thunderbirds vehicles and execute
the rescue, showcasing teamwork and ingenuity.
4. Resolution: The crisis is resolved, often with an important lesson learned along the way.

The series maintains a balance between thrilling action and character development,
allowing viewers to connect with the characters on a deeper level.

Key Themes

"Thunderbirds Are Go" explores several significant themes, including:

- Teamwork: The importance of collaboration is emphasized throughout the series. The
Tracy brothers must work together to overcome challenges and save lives.
- Courage and Bravery: Each character displays extraordinary bravery in the face of danger,
inspiring viewers to confront their fears.
- Innovation and Technology: The show highlights the role of technology in solving problems
and saving lives, often showcasing futuristic gadgets and vehicles.
- Family Values: At its core, the series is about family. The bond between the Tracy brothers
and their father is central to the narrative.

Main Characters

"Thunderbirds Are Go" features a diverse cast of characters, each bringing their unique
strengths to the team.

The Tracy Family

1. Jeff Tracy: The patriarch of the Tracy family and the leader of International Rescue. He is
a former astronaut and a dedicated father who prioritizes his family's safety.



2. Scott Tracy: The eldest son and second-in-command. Known for his leadership skills and
bravery, Scott often takes charge during missions.
3. John Tracy: The quiet, thoughtful brother who operates from space. His expertise in
communication and navigation is invaluable to the team.
4. Virgil Tracy: The artistic brother and skilled engineer. Virgil is responsible for the design
and maintenance of the Thunderbirds vehicles.
5. Gordon Tracy: The adventurous and fun-loving brother, Gordon is an expert in aquatic
operations and often takes on underwater rescue missions.
6. Alan Tracy: The youngest brother, who aspires to prove himself as a competent member
of International Rescue. His enthusiasm and determination often lead to exciting
adventures.

Supporting Characters

- Lady Penelope: A British agent and friend of the Tracy family, she plays a crucial role in
various missions, often providing intelligence and support.
- Parker: Lady Penelope's loyal chauffeur and bodyguard, known for his wit and
resourcefulness.
- Brains: A genius inventor who designs many of the Thunderbirds' gadgets and vehicles.
He often assists the Tracy family with his extensive knowledge.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Since its debut, "Thunderbirds Are Go" has received positive reviews from both critics and
audiences. The combination of nostalgia for the original series and the fresh animation style
has appealed to a broad range of viewers. Some key aspects of its cultural impact include:

Nostalgia Factor

Many fans of the original "Thunderbirds" have embraced the new series, appreciating the
way it honors the legacy of Gerry Anderson's creation while introducing it to a new
audience. The show's blend of classic storytelling and modern animation techniques has
helped create a bridge between generations.

Educational Value

The series has also found its place in educational contexts. Teachers and parents have
recognized its potential to teach valuable lessons about teamwork, problem-solving, and
the importance of helping others. The incorporation of technology into the storylines has
sparked interest in science and engineering among young viewers.



Award Recognition

"Thunderbirds Are Go" has been nominated for and won several awards since its release. It
has garnered attention for its animation quality, storytelling, and overall production values,
solidifying its status as a notable entry in children’s television.

Conclusion

"Thunderbirds Are Go" is a remarkable reimagining of a beloved classic that successfully
introduces International Rescue to a new generation. With its engaging characters, thrilling
adventures, and meaningful themes, the series captures the essence of the original while
utilizing modern technology to enhance the viewing experience. As it continues to entertain
audiences, "Thunderbirds Are Go" stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of Gerry
Anderson’s vision and the timeless appeal of heroic rescue missions. The show not only
entertains but also inspires, reminding viewers of the importance of courage, teamwork,
and family, making it a standout in contemporary children’s programming.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of 'Thunderbirds Are Go'?
'Thunderbirds Are Go' is a reboot of the classic 1960s series 'Thunderbirds', featuring the
Tracy family who operate International Rescue, a secret organization that uses
technologically advanced vehicles to perform daring rescue missions around the world.

Who are the main characters in 'Thunderbirds Are Go'?
The main characters include Scott, John, Virgil, Gordon, and Alan Tracy, along with their
father Jeff Tracy and their ally Kayo. The series also features the villainous figures like The
Hood.

What animation techniques were used in 'Thunderbirds
Are Go'?
'Thunderbirds Are Go' combines CGI animation with model sets, continuing the tradition of
the original series while leveraging modern technology to create stunning visuals and
intricate details.

How many seasons of 'Thunderbirds Are Go' have been
produced?
As of October 2023, 'Thunderbirds Are Go' has produced three seasons, comprising a total
of 26 episodes in the first two seasons and 13 episodes in the third season.



What age group is 'Thunderbirds Are Go' aimed at?
'Thunderbirds Are Go' is primarily aimed at children aged 6 to 12, but it also appeals to a
wider audience, including fans of the original series and families due to its themes of
teamwork and adventure.

Who are the main voice actors in 'Thunderbirds Are Go'?
The main voice cast includes Rasmus Hardiker as Scott and Alan Tracy, David Menkin as
Virgil and Gordon Tracy, and Thomas Brodie-Sangster as John Tracy, among others.

What are some of the notable vehicles featured in
'Thunderbirds Are Go'?
Some iconic vehicles include Thunderbird 1, a rapid response aircraft; Thunderbird 2, a
transport aircraft that carries rescue equipment; and Thunderbird 3, a space rocket. Each
vehicle has unique capabilities for different rescue missions.

How does 'Thunderbirds Are Go' differ from the original
series?
'Thunderbirds Are Go' updates the storytelling and animation style while maintaining the
core elements of the original series, such as the focus on family, heroism, and technological
innovation.

Is there a continuation or future for 'Thunderbirds Are
Go'?
As of now, there have been no official announcements regarding a continuation of
'Thunderbirds Are Go' after its third season, but fans remain hopeful for future projects or
specials related to the franchise.
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