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Tim Hughes: Here I Am to Worship

Tim Hughes' "Here I Am to Worship" is a contemporary Christian worship song that has resonated deeply
with congregations around the world since its release in the early 2000s. Written by British worship leader
Tim Hughes, the song captures the essence of worship, humility, and surrender to the divine. In this
article, we will explore the background of the song, its lyrical themes, its impact on worship, and its
continued relevance in today’s church.

Background of the Song

"Here I Am to Worship" was penned by Tim Hughes in 1999 while he was a student at the Soul Survivor
training school in England. The song was inspired by Hughes' desire to create a piece that would help
congregations engage with God in a powerful way. As a part of a generation seeking authenticity in
worship, Hughes aimed to strip away the complications often associated with church music and return to
the heart of worship—acknowledging God’s greatness and our place before Him.

The song was first recorded on Hughes' debut album, "Holding Nothing Back," released in 2001. Since then,
it has been covered by numerous artists, featured in various worship compilations, and has become a staple
in churches worldwide.

Lyrical Themes

The lyrics of "Here I Am to Worship" convey a profound message that revolves around several key
themes:

Humility: The song begins with an acknowledgment of God’s greatness and our humble position
before Him. It emphasizes the idea that worship is not about us but about glorifying God.

Sacrifice: The lyrics reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus, reminding worshippers of the love displayed
through His suffering and death. This aspect of the song encourages a response of gratitude and
reverence.

Response: The chorus, "Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you're



my God," illustrates a personal commitment to worship and surrender. It invites individuals to
respond actively to God’s presence.

Light and Darkness: The song contrasts the light of Christ with the darkness of the world,
emphasizing the hope and salvation found in Him.

These themes create a deep emotional resonance, allowing worshippers to reflect on their relationship with
God and the significance of Christ’s sacrifice.

The Impact of "Here I Am to Worship" on Worship Culture

Since its release, "Here I Am to Worship" has significantly influenced contemporary worship practices.
Here are some of the ways this song has impacted worship culture:

1. Popularization of Contemporary Worship

"Here I Am to Worship" played a crucial role in popularizing contemporary worship music within church
settings. It bridged the gap between traditional hymns and modern worship, making it accessible to a
wider audience. Its heartfelt lyrics and simple melody allow congregations to engage deeply, making it a
favorite for many worship leaders.

2. A Tool for Reflection and Surrender

The song serves as a powerful tool for reflection during worship services. Many churches use it as a
centerpiece in their services, particularly during communion or moments of prayer. The themes of
surrender and worship encourage congregants to take a moment to reflect on their relationship with God,
fostering a deeper experience of worship.

3. Use in Various Worship Settings

"Here I Am to Worship" is versatile and can be used in a variety of worship settings, from small gatherings
to large congregational meetings. Its appeal transcends denominational lines, making it suitable for a diverse
range of church backgrounds and practices.



4. Influence on Worship Leaders

As a song written by a worship leader for worship leaders, "Here I Am to Worship" has inspired many
musicians to write and perform their own worship music. Tim Hughes has become a role model for
aspiring worship leaders, demonstrating how authentic worship can be created and shared through music.
His work encourages others to seek genuine expressions of faith in their songs.

Continued Relevance in Today’s Church

As we navigate the complexities of modern life, "Here I Am to Worship" remains relevant for several
reasons:

1. Timeless Themes

The themes of humility, surrender, and worship are timeless and resonate with the struggles and joys of
the Christian experience. Regardless of the cultural context, these themes speak to the heart of what it
means to be a follower of Christ.

2. A Response to a Changing World

In a world filled with distractions and challenges, "Here I Am to Worship" serves as a reminder to focus on
God. The song’s message encourages believers to find solace in worship, particularly during difficult times.
It invites them to return to the simplicity of bowing before God and acknowledging His lordship.

3. Integration into Modern Worship Services

Many contemporary worship services continue to integrate "Here I Am to Worship" into their song lists. Its
familiar melody and profound lyrics create a sense of unity among congregants, allowing for collective
worship experiences that uplift and inspire.

Conclusion

Tim Hughes’ "Here I Am to Worship" is more than just a song; it is a profound expression of faith that has
touched the hearts of countless individuals and congregations worldwide. Its themes of humility, sacrifice,



and response encapsulate the essence of worship, providing a framework for believers to connect with God
deeply. As it continues to be sung in churches today, "Here I Am to Worship" stands as a testament to the
power of music in facilitating authentic worship and fostering a spirit of reverence and gratitude before the
Almighty. Whether in a large congregation or a small group setting, the invitation to come and worship
remains as relevant and vital as ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Tim Hughes' song 'Here I Am to Worship'?
The main theme of 'Here I Am to Worship' is about surrendering to God and expressing love and
reverence in worship. It emphasizes humility and the willingness to come before God in light of His
sacrifice.

What inspired Tim Hughes to write 'Here I Am to Worship'?
Tim Hughes was inspired to write 'Here I Am to Worship' after reflecting on the sacrifice of Jesus and the
importance of worshiping in spirit and truth. The song was born out of a desire to create a heartfelt
expression of adoration.

How has 'Here I Am to Worship' impacted contemporary worship music?
Since its release, 'Here I Am to Worship' has become a staple in contemporary worship services around the
world. It has influenced many other worship songs and is often used to foster a deep sense of connection
and devotion during worship.

What are some common interpretations of the lyrics in 'Here I Am to
Worship'?
Common interpretations of the lyrics include themes of humility, gratitude, and the acknowledgment of
God's greatness. The song invites worshippers to reflect on their relationship with God and the significance
of His love and sacrifice.

In what year was 'Here I Am to Worship' released?
Tim Hughes released 'Here I Am to Worship' in the year 2000, and it has since gained widespread
popularity in churches and worship gatherings.

Are there any notable covers or renditions of 'Here I Am to Worship'?
Yes, many artists and worship bands have covered 'Here I Am to Worship,' including Chris Tomlin,



Michael W. Smith, and Hillsong. These renditions often bring new interpretations and arrangements to the
beloved song.
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