
timeline kings and queens of england
Timeline of Kings and Queens of England is a fascinating journey through the history
of one of the world's most influential monarchies. The English monarchy has evolved over
centuries, shaped by societal changes, wars, and political upheavals. This article aims to
provide a comprehensive timeline of the key figures who have sat on the throne,
highlighting their contributions, challenges, and the historical context of their reigns.

The Early Monarchy (9th - 11th Century)

The origins of the English monarchy can be traced back to the early medieval period,
where several kingdoms existed in what is now England. The unification of these kingdoms
under a single ruler laid the foundation for the future monarchy.

Egbert (802 - 839)
- Often considered the first King of England, Egbert was the ruler of Wessex who managed
to consolidate power over other kingdoms.

Aethelwulf (839 - 856)
- The son of Egbert, Aethelwulf faced Viking invasions and established the foundation for
future defenses.

Aethelred I (865 - 871)
- Aethelred struggled against the Viking threat and was eventually killed in battle.

Alfred the Great (871 - 899)
- Famous for his defense against Viking incursions and promoting education and legal
reform, Alfred is a pivotal figure in English history.

Edward the Elder (899 - 924)
- Edward expanded the kingdom and continued his father's work against the Danes.

Aethelstan (924 - 939)
- Considered the first King of all England, Aethelstan successfully defeated the Scots and
established significant trade relationships.



The Norman Conquest and the Plantagenets
(1066 - 1485)

The Norman Conquest in 1066 marked a significant shift in the monarchy, leading to the
establishment of the Plantagenet dynasty.

William the Conqueror (1066 - 1087)
- After defeating King Harold II at the Battle of Hastings, William became the first Norman
King of England, initiating a new era.

William II (1087 - 1100)
- Known as William Rufus, his reign was marked by conflict with the church and nobles.

Henry I (1100 - 1135)
- Henry's reign saw the establishment of the royal court and the introduction of the
Charter of Liberties.

Stephen (1135 - 1154)
- His reign was characterized by civil war known as The Anarchy, a struggle for power
between him and Empress Matilda.

Henry II (1154 - 1189)
- Henry II is notable for his legal reforms and the establishment of common law. His reign
also included the famous conflict with Thomas Becket.

Richard I (1189 - 1199)
- Known as Richard the Lionheart, he spent much of his reign on Crusade, leaving the
governance of England to others.

John (1199 - 1216)
- His reign is infamous for the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215, a pivotal moment in
limiting the powers of the monarchy.



Henry III (1216 - 1272)
- Henry's reign was marked by internal conflict and the rise of Parliament.

Edward I (1272 - 1307)
- Known for his conquests in Wales and Scotland, Edward I is also recognized for his legal
reforms.

Edward II (1307 - 1327)
- His reign faced significant challenges, including military defeat and internal strife,
leading to his eventual deposition.

Edward III (1327 - 1377)
- A long and prosperous reign, Edward III is known for the Hundred Years' War against
France and the establishment of the Order of the Garter.

Richard II (1377 - 1399)
- Ascending the throne as a child, Richard's reign saw the Peasants' Revolt and his
eventual overthrow.

The Lancastrians and Yorkists (1455 - 1485)

This period was marked by the Wars of the Roses, a series of civil wars for control of the
English throne.

Henry VI (1422 - 1461; 1470 - 1471)
- His reign witnessed the beginning of the Wars of the Roses, characterized by bouts of
mental illness.

Edward IV (1461 - 1483)
- A key figure in the Yorkist faction, Edward IV's reign was marked by a brief period of
stability.

Richard III (1483 - 1485)
- The last of the Yorkists, Richard III's reign ended with his death at the Battle of Bosworth
Field, marking the conclusion of the Wars of the Roses.



The Tudor Dynasty (1485 - 1603)

The Tudor period was one of the most significant eras in English history, marked by
religious transformation and exploration.

Henry VII (1485 - 1509)
- The first Tudor king, Henry VII established stability after the turbulent Wars of the
Roses.

Henry VIII (1509 - 1547)
- Renowned for his six marriages and the English Reformation, which saw the Church of
England break away from the Roman Catholic Church.

Edward VI (1547 - 1553)
- The only son of Henry VIII, Edward's reign was short-lived and marked by Protestant
reforms.

Mary I (1553 - 1558)
- Known for her attempt to restore Catholicism, her reign included the persecution of
Protestants, earning her the nickname "Bloody Mary."

Elizabeth I (1558 - 1603)
- The last Tudor monarch, Elizabeth I's reign is known as the Elizabethan Era,
characterized by the flourishing of English drama and the defeat of the Spanish Armada in
1588.

The Stuart Dynasty and Civil War (1603 - 1714)

The Stuart period was marked by conflict between monarchy and parliament, leading to
the English Civil War.

James I (1603 - 1625)
- The first monarch of both England and Scotland, his reign included the translation of the
Bible into English (King James Version).



Charles I (1625 - 1649)
- His conflict with Parliament led to the English Civil War and his eventual execution in
1649.

Charles II (1660 - 1685)
- Restored to the throne after the Interregnum, Charles II's reign is known for the
restoration of theatre and culture.

James II (1685 - 1688)
- His Catholic faith and policies led to his overthrow in the Glorious Revolution.

William and Mary (1689 - 1702)
- Their joint reign marked the establishment of constitutional monarchy in England.

Anne (1702 - 1714)
- The last Stuart monarch, Anne oversaw the unification of England and Scotland into
Great Britain.

The Hanoverians and Modern Monarchy (1714 -
Present)

The Hanoverian dynasty brought significant political change and modernization to the
English monarchy.

George I (1714 - 1727)
- His reign marked the beginning of the Hanoverian succession after the death of Anne.

George II (1727 - 1760)
- The last British monarch to lead troops into battle, his reign saw the expansion of British
territories.

George III (1760 - 1820)
- His reign was marked by the American Revolutionary War and significant mental health
struggles.



George IV (1820 - 1830)
- Known for his extravagant lifestyle, George IV's reign involved significant cultural
developments.

William IV (1830 - 1837)
- His short reign saw important reforms, including the Reform Act of 1832.

Victoria (1837 - 1901)
- The second-longest reigning monarch in British history, Queen Victoria's reign marked
the height of the British Empire and significant social reforms.

Edward VII (1901 - 1910)
- His reign, known as the Edwardian Era, was characterized by cultural change and the
beginning of modernity.

George V (1910 - 1936)
- His reign saw World War I and significant changes in public perception of the monarchy.

Edward VIII (1936)
- His abdication to marry Wallis Simpson marked one of the most significant constitutional
crises in British history.

George VI (1936 - 1952)
- His reign encompassed World War II and the post-war recovery of Britain.

Elizabeth II (1952 - 2022)
- The longest-reigning monarch in British history, her reign saw significant changes in
society, the Commonwealth, and the monarchy's role.

Charles



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first monarch of England?

The first monarch of England is generally considered to
be King Athelstan, who ruled from 924 to 939 AD.

Which queen is known for her long reign during the
Elizabethan Era?

Queen Elizabeth I reigned from 1558 to 1603 and is
known for her significant influence during the
Elizabethan Era.

What major event occurred during the reign of King
Henry VIII?

During King Henry VIII's reign (1509-1547), the English
Reformation took place, leading to the Church of
England's break from the Roman Catholic Church.

Who was the last monarch of the Tudor dynasty?

The last monarch of the Tudor dynasty was Queen
Elizabeth I, who died in 1603.

Which king was known for his role in the English Civil



War?

King Charles I is known for his role in the English Civil
War, which ultimately led to his execution in 1649.

What significant event marked the beginning of Queen
Victoria's reign?

Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1837, marking
the beginning of the Victorian Era, which was
characterized by industrial, cultural, and scientific
advancements.

Who was the first king of the House of Windsor?

King George V was the first monarch of the House of
Windsor, having changed the name from the House of
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha in 1917.

When did Queen Elizabeth II begin her reign?

Queen Elizabeth II began her reign on February 6, 1952,
following the death of her father, King George VI.
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