
timeline of ap world history
Timeline of AP World History provides a comprehensive overview of significant events,
developments, and transformations that have shaped human civilization from ancient times to the
present. Understanding this timeline is essential for students preparing for the AP World History
exam, as it highlights key periods, cultures, and movements that have influenced world history. This
article will outline the major epochs in AP World History, providing context for each era and detailing
the pivotal moments within them.

Prehistory to 600 BCE

The early period of human history, known as prehistory, encompasses the time before written
records. This era is crucial for understanding the foundations of human societies.

The Paleolithic Era (c. 2.5 million years ago - c. 10,000 BCE)
- Characterized by the use of stone tools, hunting and gathering lifestyles, and the development of
early social structures.
- Humans lived in small, nomadic bands and migrated according to seasonal availability of resources.

The Neolithic Revolution (c. 10,000 BCE)
- Marked by the transition from hunting and gathering to agriculture, leading to the establishment of
permanent settlements.
- Key developments included the domestication of plants and animals, which allowed for population
growth and the rise of complex societies.

Early Civilizations (c. 3500 - 600 BCE)
- Emergence of the first civilizations in regions such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and
China.
- Development of writing systems, centralized governments, and social hierarchies.

600 BCE to 600 CE

This period is marked by the emergence of major empires and religions, significantly influencing
cultural and political landscapes.

The Axial Age (c. 800 - 200 BCE)
- A time of philosophical and religious awakening across various cultures.
- Notable figures include Confucius in China, Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) in India, and the



emergence of Greek philosophy.

Classical Empires (c. 600 BCE - 600 CE)
- Rise of powerful empires such as the Persian Empire, Roman Empire, Maurya and Gupta Empires in
India, and the Han Dynasty in China.
- Development of trade networks, including the Silk Road and the Mediterranean trade routes,
facilitating cultural exchange.

600 CE to 1450 CE

The Middle Ages, or the Medieval period, saw the expansion of empires and the spread of major world
religions.

The Spread of Islam (7th century CE)
- The founding of Islam by the Prophet Muhammad and the subsequent expansion of the Islamic
Caliphates.
- Establishment of significant cultural and scientific advancements during the Islamic Golden Age.

The Byzantine Empire and Feudalism (c. 500 - 1500 CE)
- The continuation of the Eastern Roman Empire, which preserved classical knowledge and facilitated
trade between Europe and Asia.
- The rise of feudalism in Europe, characterized by a decentralized political structure and the manorial
system.

Trade and Exploration (c. 1000 - 1450 CE)
- Increased trade across the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean, and the trans-Saharan routes.
- The establishment of trade cities such as Venice and Timbuktu, which became cultural hubs.

1450 CE to 1750 CE

This era is known for the Age of Exploration, the emergence of global trade networks, and significant
cultural exchanges.

The Age of Exploration (15th - 17th centuries)
- European nations, driven by the desire for wealth and expansion, explored new territories.
- Key figures include Christopher Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Ferdinand Magellan.



The Columbian Exchange (c. 1492)
- The widespread transfer of plants, animals, culture, human populations, technology, and ideas
between the Americas and the Old World.
- This exchange had profound effects on diet, agriculture, and population dynamics globally.

The Rise of Empires (15th - 18th centuries)
- Formation of powerful empires such as the Spanish, Portuguese, Ottoman, and Mughal Empires.
- The establishment of colonial rule in the Americas and parts of Asia and Africa, leading to significant
demographic and cultural changes.

1750 CE to 1900 CE

The modern era brought significant political, industrial, and social revolutions that reshaped societies
worldwide.

The Enlightenment (18th century)
- A philosophical movement emphasizing reason, individualism, and skepticism of traditional
authority.
- Influential thinkers include John Locke, Voltaire, and Rousseau, whose ideas inspired revolutions.

The Industrial Revolution (c. 1760 - 1840)
- Transition from agrarian economies to industrialized and urban societies.
- Innovations in technology, such as the steam engine and mechanized textile production,
transformed economies and labor systems.

Revolutions and Nationalism (late 18th - 19th centuries)
- Significant revolutions occurred, including the American Revolution, French Revolution, and Latin
American wars of independence.
- The rise of nationalism led to the unification of countries such as Germany and Italy and the decline
of empires.

1900 CE to Present

The 20th century was marked by unprecedented changes due to wars, technological advancements,
and globalization.



The World Wars (20th century)
- World War I (1914-1918) and World War II (1939-1945) had profound impacts on global politics,
economies, and societies.
- The aftermath of the wars led to the establishment of international organizations such as the United
Nations.

The Cold War Era (1947-1991)
- A period of geopolitical tension between the Soviet Union and the United States, characterized by
ideological conflict and proxy wars.
- The division of the world into capitalist and communist spheres influenced global relations.

Globalization and Technological Advancements (late 20th -
early 21st century)
- Increased interconnectedness through trade, communication technology, and cultural exchange.
- The rise of the internet and digital technology has reshaped economies, societies, and political
landscapes.

Contemporary Issues (21st century)
- Ongoing challenges such as climate change, terrorism, economic inequality, and global health
crises.
- The rise of new powers and shifting dynamics in global governance continue to influence world
affairs.

Conclusion

The timeline of AP World History provides a framework for understanding the complexities of
human development and the interconnectedness of various cultures and civilizations throughout time.
By studying this timeline, students gain valuable insights into the forces that have shaped our world
and the lessons that can be learned from history. As we move forward, an appreciation of this
timeline will be essential for navigating the challenges and opportunities of the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major periods in the AP World History timeline?
The major periods are: Period 1 (c. 1200 - c. 600 BCE), Period 2 (c. 600 BCE - c. 600 CE), Period 3 (c.
600 - c. 1450), Period 4 (c. 1450 - c. 1750), Period 5 (c. 1750 - c. 1900), Period 6 (c. 1900 - present).



What significant event marks the beginning of Period 1 in AP
World History?
The beginning of Period 1 is marked by the development of agriculture and the rise of the first
civilizations around 10,000 BCE.

Which empire is a key focus during Period 2 of AP World
History?
The Persian Empire is a key focus during Period 2, highlighting the expansion of empires and the
development of trade networks.

What major global event characterizes Period 4 in AP World
History?
The Age of Exploration, which includes the European exploration and colonization of the Americas, is a
major event in Period 4.

How did the Industrial Revolution impact global history during
Period 5?
The Industrial Revolution led to significant economic, social, and political changes, including
urbanization, the rise of capitalism, and the emergence of new ideologies such as socialism and
nationalism.

What major conflict is a focal point in Period 6 of AP World
History?
World War II is a major conflict in Period 6, which had profound effects on global power dynamics,
leading to the Cold War and the establishment of international organizations.

What role did trade routes play in shaping the timeline of AP
World History?
Trade routes facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures, significantly influencing the
development of civilizations and fostering economic interdependence.

What is the significance of the Silk Road in the AP World
History timeline?
The Silk Road was a critical trade route that connected the East and West, promoting cultural
exchange and the spread of technologies and religions.

How does the AP World History timeline address the impact of



colonialism?
The timeline addresses colonialism's impact on indigenous populations, the global economy, and the
political landscape, particularly during the Age of Imperialism in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.
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