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Timeline of the Mexican-American War

The Mexican-American War, which took place between 1846 and 1848, was a significant
conflict in American history that resulted from a complex web of territorial, political, and
cultural tensions between the United States and Mexico. This article will explore the

timeline of the war, detailing key events, battles, and consequences that shaped the
modern borders of North America and the relationships between the two nations.

Background: Causes of the War

Before delving into the timeline, it is crucial to understand the factors that led to the
Mexican-American War. Several interrelated causes contributed to the outbreak of
hostilities:

1. Manifest Destiny

- The belief in Manifest Destiny, which held that the United States was destined to expand
across the North American continent, drove the desire for territorial expansion.

2. Texas Annexation

- The annexation of Texas in 1845 by the United States, which had won independence from
Mexico in 1836, intensified tensions. Mexico did not recognize the independence of Texas,
and the annexation was seen as an aggressive act by the U.S.

3. Border Disputes

- Disputes over the southern border of Texas arose, with the U.S. claiming the Rio Grande
as the boundary and Mexico asserting that the Nueces River was the correct boundary.

4. Economic Interests

- The economic interests of the United States, including access to California and its
resources, further fueled the desire for territorial expansion.



Timeline of the Mexican-American War

1846: The Outbreak of War

- January 1846: President James K. Polk, a proponent of Manifest Destiny, sent troops to the
disputed Texas territory led by General Zachary Taylor. The purpose was to protect
American interests in the area.

- April 25, 1846: The Mexican army crossed the Rio Grande and attacked American troops,
which Polk used as justification for war. He declared that "American blood has been shed on
American soil."

- May 13, 1846: The U.S. Congress declared war on Mexico, with the vote largely along
party lines; Democrats supported the war while many Whigs opposed it.

Major Battles and Campaigns

- June 1846: U.S. forces captured the town of Monterrey, Mexico, marking a significant early
victory.

- August 1846: The U.S. began its campaign to capture California, leading to the Bear Flag
Revolt, where American settlers declared California an independent republic.

- September 1846: The Battle of Monterrey took place, resulting in a U.S. victory. The
capture of Monterrey gave the U.S. a strategic foothold in northeastern Mexico.

- February 1847: The Battle of Buena Vista occurred, where General Taylor's forces faced
off against a larger Mexican army led by General Santa Anna. The U.S. emerged victorious
despite being outnumbered.

- March 1847: General Winfield Scott launched an amphibious assault on Veracruz, one of
Mexico's primary ports. The successful capture of Veracruz allowed U.S. forces to move
inland.

- September 1847: The Battle of Chapultepec was fought, leading to the capture of Mexico
City. This was a decisive U.S. victory and marked the effective end of organized Mexican
resistance.

1848: The End of the War

- February 2, 1848: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, officially ending the war.
The treaty had several key provisions:

- Mexico ceded approximately 500,000 square miles of territory to the United States,
including present-day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of Colorado and New



Mexico.
- The U.S. paid Mexico $15 million and assumed $3 million in debts owed by Mexico to
American citizens.

- May 30, 1848: The U.S. Senate ratified the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, solidifying the
territorial gains made during the war.

Consequences of the War

The Mexican-American War had profound effects on both countries and the broader
geopolitical landscape of North America.

1. Territorial Changes

- The U.S. acquisition of vast territories significantly altered the nation's landscape,
enabling further westward expansion, the Gold Rush, and the settlement of new states.

2. Political Ramifications

- The war intensified debates over slavery as new territories were incorporated into the
United States. The question of whether these new states would be free or slave states
contributed to sectional tensions that eventually led to the Civil War.

3. Impact on Mexico

- Mexico faced significant territorial losses and a national identity crisis. The war deepened
divisions within the country and led to political instability for decades.

4. Legacy of U.S.-Mexico Relations

- The war created a legacy of mistrust and resentment between the two nations. Issues
stemming from the conflict, such as immigration, border security, and cultural differences,
continue to influence U.S.-Mexico relations today.

5. Cultural Impacts

- The war contributed to a cultural exchange between the two countries, influencing
language, traditions, and customs on both sides of the border.



Conclusion

The Mexican-American War was a pivotal moment in the history of both the United States
and Mexico. Its effects reverberated through subsequent decades, shaping the political,
cultural, and social landscapes of both nations. Understanding the timeline and the causes
of the war illuminates the complexities of U.S.-Mexico relations and the ongoing challenges
that arise from historical grievances. The war not only reshaped borders but also impacted
national identities, setting the stage for future interactions between the two countries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What event marked the beginning of the Mexican-
American War?

The Mexican-American War began on April 25, 1846, when Mexican troops attacked U.S.
soldiers in the disputed territory along the Rio Grande.

What was the main reason for the outbreak of the
Mexican-American War?

The primary reason for the war was the U.S. annexation of Texas in 1845 and the
subsequent border disputes between the U.S. and Mexico.

Which treaty ended the Mexican-American War?

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, signed on February 2, 1848, officially ended the war and
resulted in significant territorial gains for the United States.

What territories did the U.S. acquire as a result of the
Mexican-American War?

The U.S. acquired present-day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of Colorado and
New Mexico through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

How did the Mexican-American War impact U.S.-Mexico
relations?

The war significantly strained U.S.-Mexico relations, leading to long-lasting tensions and
issues regarding border disputes and cultural differences.

What was the Wilmot Proviso and how was it related to
the Mexican-American War?

The Wilmot Proviso was an unsuccessful proposal to ban slavery in any territory acquired



from Mexico, highlighting the contentious issue of slavery that arose during the war.

Who was the President of the United States during the
Mexican-American War?

James K. Polk was the President during the Mexican-American War, and he was a strong
proponent of westward expansion and Manifest Destiny.

What was the significance of the Battle of Palo Alto?

The Battle of Palo Alto, fought on May 8, 1846, was the first major battle of the Mexican-
American War and showcased the effectiveness of U.S. artillery and tactics.

Which famous military leader emerged from the
Mexican-American War?

Ulysses S. Grant, who would later become the 18th President of the United States and a
prominent Union general during the Civil War, gained experience during the Mexican-
American War.

What were some consequences of the Mexican-
American War for Mexico?

Mexico faced significant territorial losses, a weakened economy, and internal political
turmoil as a result of the war and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
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