timeline of mexican drug war

The timeline of the Mexican drug war provides a comprehensive overview of one
of the most violent and complex conflicts in contemporary history. This war
is not merely a struggle against narcotics but a multifaceted battle
involving drug cartels, government forces, and civilian populations.
Understanding the timeline of events is crucial to grasp the extent of the
violence, the evolution of cartels, and the response from both the Mexican
government and the international community.

Background of the Mexican Drug War

Before diving into the timeline, it is essential to understand the context
that led to the outbreak of the Mexican drug war.

- Historical Context: Drug trafficking in Mexico has roots that extend back
to the early 20th century, with the opium trade gaining prominence after
World War II.

- Rise of Drug Cartels: By the late 20th century, various drug cartels,
including the Guadalajara Cartel and the Sinaloa Cartel, began to emerge as
powerful entities controlling the trade routes to the United States.

- Corruption and Weak Governance: Widespread corruption within law
enforcement and government institutions allowed these cartels to thrive,
establishing a climate of impunity.

Timeline of the Mexican Drug War

The timeline of the Mexican drug war can be divided into several key phases,
each marked by significant events.

Phase 1: Early 2000s — The Escalation Begins

1. 2000: Vicente Fox becomes President of Mexico, vowing to combat drug
trafficking.

2. 2006: President Felipe Calderdén launches a military crackdown on drug
cartels, marking the formal start of the Mexican drug war. This campaign
results in increased violence, with clashes between military forces and drug
gangs becoming commonplace.

Phase 2: The Rise of Violence (2007-2012)



- 2007: The violence escalates, with over 2,000 drug-related deaths reported.
Notable events include the assassination of several police officers and
government officials.

- 2008: The killing of the police chief in Ciudad Juarez signifies the
increasing danger to law enforcement. The city soon becomes one of the most
violent places in the world.

- 2009: The violent rivalry between the Sinaloa and Judrez cartels leads to a
spike in homicides.

- 2010: The murder of prominent figures, including the journalist and the
police chief, raises concerns about press freedom and the safety of those
reporting on drug-related violence.

- 2011: The death of notorious drug lord Osama bin Laden prompts the Mexican
government to intensify its crackdown. The killing of Ignacio "Nacho"
Coronel, a high-ranking Sinaloa Cartel leader, is another significant blow to
the cartel.

Phase 3: The Fragmentation of Cartels (2012-2016)

- 2012: Enrique Pefia Nieto assumes the presidency and shifts the focus from
military intervention to a strategy of reducing violence through social
programs.

- 2013: The capture of Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, the leader of the Sinaloa
Cartel, is a notable development. However, his escape from prison six months
later demonstrates the ongoing challenges of corruption and cartel influence.

- 2014: The disappearance of 43 students in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, linked to
the Guerreros Unidos cartel, draws national and international outrage,
highlighting the deep-rooted issues of corruption and violence.

- 2015: The Mexican government continues to face challenges as various
cartels fragment into smaller groups, leading to increased violence among
rival factions. The rise of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CJING) marks a
turning point in the dynamics of cartel power.

Phase 4: A New Approach (2016-Present)

- 2016: The capture of "El Chapo" in Los Mochis marks a significant moment in
the ongoing war. His extradition to the United States raises questions about
the effectiveness of Mexican law enforcement.

- 2017: The violence reaches record levels, with more than 23,000 murders
reported. The emergence of new cartels and the fragmentation of existing ones
lead to increased bloodshed.

- 2018: Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador is elected President, promising a new



approach to the drug war. He emphasizes tackling poverty and inequality as
long-term solutions.

- 2019: The failed operation to capture Ovidio Guzman, son of "El Chapo," in
Culiacan leads to a violent backlash from the Sinaloa Cartel, resulting in a
reevaluation of military tactics.

- 2020: The COVID-19 pandemic impacts the drug trade, with cartels adapting
to changes in demand and distribution. Violence continues, with high-profile
assassinations and clashes reported.

Current Situation and Future Outlook

The timeline of the Mexican drug war shows no signs of resolution. The
conflict has transformed into a complex web of violence involving various
criminal organizations, each vying for control over lucrative drug routes and
territories.

- Continued Violence: The violence remains pervasive, with drug-related
homicides continuing to rise. Several regions, particularly in the states of
Guerrero, Michoacdn, and Baja California, experience severe violence.

- Government Response: President Ldépez Obrador's approach of prioritizing
social programs over military action has drawn mixed reactions. Critics argue
that this strategy fails to address the immediate threat posed by cartels.

- International Implications: The drug war's repercussions extend beyond
Mexico's borders, affecting the United States and Central America. The U.S.
continues to grapple with drug addiction and trafficking issues,
necessitating a coordinated response.

Conclusion

The timeline of the Mexican drug war is a testament to the complexities of
fighting organized crime. It highlights the interplay between drug cartels,
government policies, and societal issues. As violence continues to plague
Mexico, understanding the historical and current landscape is essential for
formulating effective solutions. Addressing the root causes of the drug war,
such as poverty, corruption, and lack of opportunities, remains a crucial
challenge for both Mexico and the international community. The journey
towards peace and stability is ongoing, and the lessons learned from this
tumultuous period will shape the future of Mexico and its fight against drug-
related violence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the starting year of the Mexican Drug War?

The Mexican Drug War is generally considered to have started in 2006 when
President Felipe Calderodn deployed the military to combat drug trafficking
organizations.

What major event in 2010 escalated the violence in
the Mexican Drug War?

The violent deaths of 72 migrants in San Fernando, Tamaulipas in 2010
highlighted the brutality of drug cartels and escalated violence across the
country.

How did the capture of drug lord Joaquin 'E1l Chapo’
Guzman in 2016 impact the drug war?

The capture of 'El Chapo' in January 2016 was a significant blow to the
Sinaloa Cartel, but it also led to further violence as rival cartels vied for
control of territories.

What role did the U.S. play in the Mexican Drug War?

The U.S. has been involved in the Mexican Drug War through initiatives like
the Merida Initiative, providing financial support and training to Mexican
security forces to combat drug trafficking.

What was one of the major consequences of the
Mexican Drug War on Mexican society?

The Mexican Drug War has led to widespread violence, resulting in tens of
thousands of deaths and significant displacement of communities due to
cartel-related violence.

What significant legal change occurred in Mexico 1in
2013 related to drug policy?

In 2013, Mexico passed a new law allowing for the use of military forces in
law enforcement, which was a controversial move and has drawn criticism for
human rights abuses.

What was the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
Mexican Drug War?

The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 led to a temporary decrease in violence as



lockdowns were enforced, but it also resulted in increased cartel activity in
drug distribution and exploitation of the crisis.

As of 2023, what 1is the current state of the Mexican
Drug War?

As of 2023, the Mexican Drug War continues, with ongoing violence and drug
trafficking challenges, though there are discussions about potential policy
changes and approaches to address the issue.
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